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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
LAMBING  I   EVENTS 

I temporarily took over the role of Chairman at the AGM in 
November and was voted by Council at our February meeting to 
continue. 
 
As I write this the sun is shining and lambs are out in the fields which makes a pleasant 
change from the wet stormy weather we had earlier in the year. I hope lambing has gone 
well for you and not too many members have suffered with Schmallenberg or 
bluetongue. 

Livestock prices remain buoyant throughout the UK and the breed has seen another 
good year in the sale rings. We held five sales last year and all had good entries and 
prices. 

The breed was also successful in the show ring with good entries at local and national 
shows and numerous interbreed successes. Well done to everyone on the work they put 
in to their animals to turn them out so well. The national show was held at The Royal 
Three Counties where there was a bumper entry of Zwartbles put before the Judge John 
Stevenson. The National show goes to the Great Yorkshire Show this year and calling the 
shots that day is Fiona Brown. 

The association will be attending the NSA events this year and having a stand so please 
come along and say hello and if you are able to help on the stand for an hour or so then 
please get in touch with the office. 

2025 is an exciting year for the breed as we mark our 30th Anniversary. I hope you will 
all join us in Yorkshire in October to celebrate it on what looks to be a great fun filled 
night. We plan to hold a raffle to be drawn that night with some great prizes so please 
sell lots of raffle tickets to support MND and the Sepsis Trust.   

Kind Regards  

Ally 

3
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Honorary Life members
Penny Aikenhead Christine Caunter 

Lorna Murray Bob Gibson 

Officers
Chairman Ally Baird 

Vice-Chairman  Raymond Heigh 

Treasurer Cyril Cromie 

President Martin Preston  

Secretary  Christina Cormack 

Zwartbles Sheep Association

Oxnam Neuk Farm 
Oxnam, Jedburgh 
Scottish Borders 

TD8 6RE 

Tel: 01835 864555 

www.zwartbles.org 

email: secretary@zwartbles.org 

REGIONAL BRANCHES 
  Below are the contact details for your local branch

Northern Ireland 

Cyril Cromie Tel: 02897 565486 

Southern Ireland 

Pauline Murphy 

zsasouthernirelandbranch@gmail.com  

Scotland 

Brian Gibson Tel: 07973 543724 

Northern England 

Gail Baker Tel: 07565 929910 

Central England 

Kathryn Hopkins Tel: 07984 929755 

Southern England 

Mimi Machin Tel: 07817 778894 

Wales 

Susan Rowlands Tel: 07980 411783 
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Sheep were never a part of the plan.

Having been brought up with my parents running a 
traditional flock of commercial Dorsets on the edge 
of Exmoor at 1200ft in my early years and being a 
through and through cattle girl, a flock of tall, dark, 
continental sheep seemed unlikely to come waltzing 
in to my world.  

The initial eye catcher was unusual. I’m a 6ft woman 
and suddenly in my sights at the shows were these 
tall, distinctive looking sheep. It may be a hideous 
cliché but it was love at first sight and I knew I had to 
have some. 

It was 2004 when my Father agreed to house two 
Zwartbles ewes, just in time for the Westway flock 
dispersal and that day, five sheep came home with 
me; and “increase” continued to be the key word… 

My first tup came was 0007-075M, from the Tivvy flock 
of Sandra Phillips. Affectionately known as Mr Ram, 
we thought we’d have a go at showing. One day after 
work, my parents (having warmed to the idea of 
sheep slightly) were delighted to update me that 
they’d washed Mr Ram in Fairy Liquid. Brilliant. A 
huge puff ball for my first crack at trimming.  

We duly made it to our first show; the Royal Bath & 
West. I was a fish out of water, accustomed only to 
cattle showing, I had no idea what I was doing. And 
then a gentleman was in my pen, giving Mr Ram a 
hugely thorough once over, I stood aside nervously 
awaiting the outcome; “you’ll do alright tomorrow” – 
and this was the start of a lovely friendship with the 
great Peter Coombs.  

Mr Ram went on to be awarded the Reserve 
Champion that day and this began a really exciting 

two years on the circuit with the tup, concluding in a 
tupping trip to Barry Mills’ Washingpool flock, from 
which I purchased daughters and granddaughters 
from the Exeter sale to keep dripping that bloodline 
back in.  

For the next few years, showing was what I was 
breeding sheep for. The buzz of the show ring was 
second to none and the sheep travelled miles up and 
down the country for a stab at success, the 
recognition of the rosette.  

As numbers grew, the fat lamb, store lamb and cull 
ewe price became of higher importance. I had more 
sheep, which meant more mouths and higher costs 
and I was a teenager working at the local market to 
finance this sheep hobby which was getting a little 
out of hand.  

I knew my focus always had to be finding the best tup 
I could, as with the cows the bull is always half your 

Whitefield Flock 
Flock: 00175
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herd. It was a long drive up to Carlisle from Somerset 
in my Fiesta, on my own but I knew what I had to do. 
As with the bulls, much attention was always paid to 
the cow families behind them and I’d done my 
research on depth of ewe family bloodlines and so my 
first four-figure tup purchase came in my first 
Holmlea purchase also; Holmlea Calipto.  

It was this purchase that supported my new adage 
that I needed to focus on commercial viability as well 
as pedigree prowess and that depth of breeding, that 
constant presence of a solid ewe family reflected 
what I needed going forward. In other words, my 
sheep needed to be bred as well as fed.  

The performance of Calipto within the flock was what 
made me return to Holmlea again and again. I was 
buying blind over the phone at the Carlisle sale, 
based on what was on paper alone; not just two or 
three generations either, I was going right back. It was 
the Camilla Wickeds, the Brave Tartens and the Count 
lines I was after and I was lucky enough to secure 
several over the years and they seriously performed 

right up until my most recent purchase, Holmlea 
Juniper, again bought blind out of Carlisle as a 4T.  

Alongside the pedigree flock, I had experimented 
over the years with crossbreeding; I’d tried several 
continental terminal sires but what really ticked the 
boxes for me and continues to do so, was the Dorset. 
The lambs maintain the size of the Zwartbles coupled 
with the easy and speedy fleshing of the Dorset and I 
have continued this cross over several years, running 
a good percentage of Dorset x ewes also, again with 
the milk of the Zwartbles and the attributes of the 
Dorset.  

Commercial viability remains at the forefront for the 
Whitefield flock, my life has changed and not through 
choice and my responsibilities rarely allows 
attendance at shows with my own stock so the focus 
had to shift in order to retain the flock.  

A sheep lady once told me that “you have to enjoy 
what you get out of bed for every morning” and with 
the Zwartbles, this couldn’t be any more true.
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It is an honour to have been asked to provide an article for the ZSA yearbook. It goes 
without saying that my hobby is showing and enjoy working with these big black sheep.  
My wife Helen’s hobby is the SWI and she’s always happy to turn up for ZSA social events, 
then of course our son David helps look after the sheep.

Originally I was from the Lockerbie area and left 
school in 1969 to work on the family farm with my 
father, where he had a herd of 75 pedigree Ayrshire 
cows and because I always liked sheep it wasn’t long 
before I bought some Suffolk ewes. We only had a 
small rented farm and by the 1980’s it was considered 
to be too small and as we didn’t have the opportunity 
to expand I went out contract sheep shearing until my 
father was age to retire, at that stage we decided to 
give up the farm and I went back to College and 
studied Civil Engineering. When I went back to 
College we moved to Loch Lomond area where I only 

had a short journey each day to study and work in 
Glasgow.  

David left school to work as a greenkeeper at one of 
our local golf courses and then in his early 20’s he 
gave up green keeping to go round the world shearing 
sheep, which he did for nearly 10 years, but he is now 
back to green keeping and works at Loch Lomond 
Golf course.  

Initially Helen was the breeder, but her commitments 
to the SWI meant that she didn’t have time to go to 
shows and attend ZSA events, so I became enrolled 

Conic Flock 
Flock: 804

Zwartbles Yearbook 2025.qxp_Layout 1  22/04/2025  14:50  Page 10



11

as the breeder.   David used to have a small flock of 
Texel sheep, and when the Zwartbles arrived he 
became interested in our wee flock, so much so that 
he eventually parted with the Texels.  David is also 
very enthusiastic about the breeding of our Z’s and 
delves into the pedigrees with the view to selecting a 
marriage that will produce the tall elegant style of 
sheep that we like.      

We bought our fist Zwartbles at a Stirling sale in 2010 
and the first year as breeders we only had 2 ewes, 
then the following year we had 5 ewes, but at that 
stage we didn’t have a ram, so Andrew Bailie of the 
Broomfield flock gave us the loan of a Ram lamb each 
year to service our ewes. We appreciated Andrew’s 
help and encouragement when starting off in the 
Zwartbles breed. The first stock ram that we 
purchased was Helstanes Wallace, which was 
followed by Homelea Chief, so these two rams were 
the bloodlines, which formed the foundation of our 
original flock. Over the next few years we used Conic 
Endrick along with an Import ram and Saltur Cassidy, 
then we bought Selside Herbert and he seemed to 
marry in well with our bloodlines and leaved us some 
really good stock.     

We started showing our Zwartbles in 2014 and since 
then we have tried to support all of our wee local 
shows, which attract some really strong competition, 
as Greystone and Aquila also show at the same group 
of local shows, both those flocks are well renowned 
for their quality sheep and usually take champion, 
having said that we still manage to pick up a few red 
rosettes and every now and again even a reserve 
championship. 

Then in 2019 we managed to pick up a few 
championships with Somerwood  Daphnie a 2 crop 

ewe, which we bought at Carlisle as a shearling 
gimmer from the late Joan Rowlands.  Our youngsters 
in the show team that year were also picking up 
rosettes, Conic Foxy was a tall elegant Shearling, she 
was probably a more dutchy type and Conic Gucci a 
ewe lamb that took 1st place in her class on every 
outing, so with some good youngsters in the flock we 
were looking forward to the upcoming show seasons, 
then Covid arrived in 2020 and all shows were all 
cancelled. In 2021 the RHS made a last minute 
announcement that they would hold a one day show 
of livestock, so we went along and supported the 
event.        

We usually lamb our sheep during the first week in 
the New Year and on the 7th January 2022 our sheep 
shed went on fire with all of our ewes and rams in the 
shed. The Fire Officer seemed to think that the fire 
started in the corner of the shed where we had a 
generator, so they assumed that a spark from the 
generator may have started the fire.   Our sheep shed 
was a 5 bay dutch barn with a lean too on each side, 
and the penning layout that suited us best was to 
have the lambing ewes and the small lambing pens 
located up the centre of the shed, but unfortunately 
the flames from the straw and feed bins etc. went 
upward and travelled along the underside of the 
dutch barn barrel roof creating such heat, that all of 
the sheep within the central portion of the building 
perished. In one lean too we had 9 later lambing 
ewes, which we managed to save, but the tups were 
located further along this lean too and they also 
perished. We had ewes and lambs in the other lean 
too and managed to get 14 ewes and 9 lambs out of 
the shed, it seemed to be as the fire flashed across 
the straw of the bedded pens, that the majority of the 
lambs were caught up in the fire and didn’t survive. 
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We lost 25 ewes and nearly all of our lambs. The 
clean-up was hard, we had to remove all the carcases 
from the shed for disposal and when doing that I 
knew each carcase as an individual. All of our best 
ewes and all of the ewes that would have been in our 
show teams had been lost. All our neighbours were 
so helpful, to such an extent that a neighbour made 
one of his sheds available for us to house the sheep 
saved from the fire, so we rounded them all up and 
moved them into his shed. Once in the neighbours 
shed, the sheep required a lot of care and attention, 
because most of the ewes and lambs had burns. The 
vet treated the worst of the sheep with pain killers 
etc. and we also applied udder mint ointment to the 
burns every day for over 3 weeks. Two of the ewes 
lambed within 24 hours of the fire and unfortunately 
the lambs were dead, possibly due to the trauma. Of 
the sheep rescued from the fire one of the ewes and 
two of the lambs subsequently died within the first 
week. It’s only after something like this, that we 
discovered we were under insured. 

After the fire we had to rebuilding our flock, initially 
from the ewes saved from the fire and also by buying 

in additional females. Firstly we had to purchase a 
new stock ram, so we travelled down to Martin 
Preston’s Greenhill flock and bought two ram lambs, 
which we thought would fit in with our bloodlines, 
and they did.  We used Greenhill Kofi and Kildimo as 
well as a home bred ram called Keanu. We’re really 
pleased with the way that they have been breeding, 
but it may take us another few years with good 
breeding, before our flock is back to where it was.        

Before Covid I was still working full time as a 
Civil/Structural Engineer and didn’t have time to 
show at the Royal Highland Show, but since retiring 
in 2021 I have shown at the RHS for 3 years and last 
year in the aged Ram class Conic Keanu was awarded 
Male Champion and overall Reserve Champion at 
RHS 2024, he is a grandson to Somerwood Daphnie 
and Selside Herbert. He was born two weeks after the 
fire and at that time we were still at a low point, so 
having something that was alive and looked okay 
gave us the lift that we needed, not only is he a show 
sheep, but he has proven himself to be a good 
breeder, so this has allowed us to retain some of our 
old bloodlines.   

www.zwartbles.org
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Fiona Brown

First, I would like to start this by saying I am absolutely delighted to be asked to judge the National show at 
the Great Yorkshire Show this year. For all those that don’t know me, 

My name is Fiona and I own the Stainmore flock of Zwartbles, based in County Durham, alongside my mum, 
Linda. The flock was first established back in 2010 with the purchase of two pedigree ewes for my birthday, 
since then our flock grew to around 30 breeding females at its peak. However, more recently we have reduced 
numbers as I now live with my partner in Cumbria, where we run a large flock of commercial ewes alongside 
free rage laying hens, B&B, pigs, pedigree Belted Galloways and a small amount of arable. In addition to the 
Zwartbles, myself and my mum also run a small flock of pedigree Swaledale sheep. When not working on the 
farm, I work as an embryologist for AB Europe, mainly working over in Northern Ireland for the busy sheep 
breeding months.  

 

 

Meet the Judge 
National Show 2025 - Great Yorkshire Show 

www.zwartbles.org
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Well here’s a bit about me - I am pharmacist by trade, with a small chain of independent 
pharmacies. 

However, originally I am a farmers’ son, from West 

Wales and have always had a keen interest in 

breeding sheep and in my younger years, was 

awarded the UK National YFC Stock Judge of the year. 

I started my showing career as a youngster, handling 

my fathers’ Llanwennog sheep around the local 

shows. For over 30yrs, I also bred, trained and raced 

horses on the British Harness racing circuit, which is 

how I met my wife Charlie. She was originally from 

Yorkshire, moved to Wales after leaving school to 

work on a commercial sheep hill farm and also 

trained horses for harness racing. She did this for 

several years until she made the decision to become 

a Police Officer; 28yrs on she is currently our counties 

Rural Crime Officer! We have two grown up children: 

Ella (21) and Caio (18), who many of you know and 

have seen grow up around the shows.  

Charlie and I purchased Danygraig Farm, Llandrindod 

Wells, Mid Wales back in 2003 and have kept our own 

sheep ever since. We initially bred Texel crosses, 

however in 2015 decided to try something different, 

we visited a few local Zwartbles flocks before initially 

purchasing a handful of yearlings from Alice 

Danygraig Flock 
Flock:  01385 

Dylan and Charlie (Chuck) Jones 
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‘Redgate’, situated locally to us. Following this, we 

went to a few sales, traveled all around the country 

and purchased some more ewes and rams from 

several established breeders: Conwy, Bunshill, 

Greystone, Hayberries, Castle Hill and Wallridge Moor 

lines. We subsequently increased our flock numbers 

and added some different bloodlines with 

Wallacetown, Conic, Cynefin, Rockford and Pistyll. We 

had several different rams in the early years before 

travelling from Wales to Stirling to purchase 

Greystone Fraterculla. He made such a difference to 

our flock with consistency of markings and putting 

flesh on sheep. Since then we have purchased rams 

from Wallridge Moor and found great success with 

Wallridge Moor Gizmo lines.  We continually try and 

add to the flock and last year purchased ewe lambs 

from Wallacetown, Henblas, Specott and Statesman 

flocks, each adding their own strengths and 

characteristics. In the summer of 2024, we purchased 

a ram lamb from the Jessley flock, ‘Monument’ who 

was reserve male Champion at the Great Yorkshire 

Show 2024 and won an interbreed at Newport show 

before joining us at Danygraig.  Some of his lambs are 

now on the ground and we are hopeful they will 

follow in their fathers’ footsteps.  

As a family, we started showing Zwartbles in 2017, 

with our children Ella and Caio showing in the young 

handlers classes for several years. The Zwartbles 

temperament makes them ideal to encourage 

children and provide them with the confidence to 

show and grow interest.  Caio ended his young 

handlers career on a high, at 16yrs old he took the 

Supreme Champion Young Handlers title at the Royal 

Welsh Show.  He has since well and truly taken over 

as our main man in the showring, with his quiet 

demeanor and naturally calm attitude. Whilst Charlie 

and I are now sidelined to ‘pit crew’ duties, with only 

the occasional appearance! 

These days we try and fill our calendar with several 

shows during the Summer months.  We love the 

atmosphere and the great comradery, showing is 

something which we can all do together as a family.  

I remember someone once telling me, “it’ll take you 

10yrs before you get recognized within the breed” 

and they couldn’t be more correct.  2024, was one of 

our most successful years yet,  we were awarded the 

Zwartbles Breed Championship at Shropshire Show 
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with Danygraig Loveheart, Breed Champion and 

Reserve Champion at Royal Bath and West Show with 

Danygraig Lavender and Luxury, Breed Champion at 

Aberystwyth Show with Luxury, Pairs Champions at 

the Royal Three Counties National Show, Group of 3 

Champions and Reserve Breed Champion again with 

Luxury at the first ever Welsh National Zwartbles 

Show in Llanrwst, Group of 3 Champions and 

Champion Male at the Royal Welsh Show with 

Danygraig Legend and finally rounding off the season 

with Interbreed Reserve Champion at Kington show 

with Luscious after she took the Breed Champion title 

for second year running. We also had success at the 

sales and achieved 1st in the ram lamb class for three 

years on the bounce with Kilimanjaro, Lieutenant and 

Marciano: 2024 Male Champion and Reserve Breed 

Champion. Finally ending our year with Champion 

and Reserve Breed Champions at Welshpool sale with 

Malibu and Moonlight.  

Showing gives us great enjoyment as a family, we 

have met so many people through the breed at sales 

and shows. It’s great to think that we now have 

contacts all over the UK, who we can honestly call our 

friends and consider family.  We will continue to try 

and breed Zwartbles that carry flesh and have the 

power to support both the showing and commercial 

markets. We are also strong believers in the 

consistency of markings, which is something which 

we will endeavour to maintain within our flock and 

encourage within the breed. 

We have also expanded into breeding Bleu Du Maine 

sheep for the past 4yrs and last year started our own 

Beltex flock. Despite these new additions, we will 

always have plenty of Zwartbles, with their style and 

striking features prominent upon our  Welsh hills at 

Danygraig. 

Dylan Jones  

www.zwartbles.org
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ASSOCIATION RULES 2025

ZWARTBLES SHEEP ASSOCIATION

1)    Membership 

a)    Full Membership: open to keepers of 
       registered Zwartbles Sheep; allows 
       receipt of correspondence and one vote 
       per Membership.   

b)    Associate Membership: open to non-
       keepers of registered Zwartbles Sheep; 
       allows receipt of correspondence 
       and no entitlement to voting.    

c)    Honorary Life Members – Honorary 
       Life Membership may be conferred as 
       a gift of council for outstanding 
       services to the Association. 

d)    Subscriptions are due annually on 1st 
       January. 

e)   Standing Order forms are obtainable 
       from the Secretary. 

f)    Junior membership is until the age of 18 
       when the membership will change to a 
       full member. 

2)    Flock Name/Ram Name      

a)    Members must register a Flock Name 
       which will appear on the Pedigree 
       Certificate of all lambs registered as 
       being bred by that Member. 

b)    Registration of a Flock Name is 
       conditional upon: 

       i)    Payment of the Flock Name 
             Registration Fee 

       ii)  The name not being already 
             registered by another ZSA Member 
             and acceptable by Council. 

c)    i)    Naming of Males is Compulsory 

       ii)  Rams can only be given a name if 
             there is a Flock Name registered 
             with the Association 

       iii) Pedigree Certificates will not be 
             changed retrospectively i.e. the Ram 
             name will only appear on Pedigree 
             Certificates printed after the date of 
             naming. 

       iv)  Any name, which cannot consist of 
             more than 30 characters including 
             the Flock name, must start with 
             the Year Letter. 

       v)   Ram names cannot be used more 
             that once within a Flock. 

       vi)  Ram names will not be issued by 
             the Association if thought to be 
             inappropriate by Council. 

3)    Conditions of Entry into the Flock 
       Book 

a)    Only sheep from fully registered 
       Zwartbles parents are eligible for 
       registration. 

b)    All applications for registration must 
       include two generations of registered 
       parents, Date of Birth and Mode (i.e. 
       single/twin/triplet - 1/2/3/) 

c)    Imported sheep must be registered 
       with the ZSA for their progeny to be 
       eligible for registration. 

d)    A ‘Ram Service Certificate’ should be 
       forwarded with the registration 
       application where AI or ‘other ownership’ 
       ram has been used. This can be obtained 
       from the Secretary. 

18
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4)    Members’ Flock Number & Sheep 
       Identification 

a)    Upon acceptance into the Association 
       every Member must contact their
       regional government office for the issue 
       of a national flock number. 

b)    Flocks will also be issued with a ZSA 
       number, e.g. 01,02,03, etc. by the 
       Association. 

c)    i)    The Association requires registered 
             sheep, born after 1st  January 2005 to 
             be tagged with a Year Letter,
             Individual unique Number and 
             Association Flock Number.    

       ii)   The Association will not recognise 
             animals born after 1st January 2005 
             not so identified.   

             All sheep must be tagged before 
             an application is made for 
             registration.    

       iii)  Members should check with DEFRA, 
             or their equivalent Government 
             organisation, that they also comply 
             with current Government tagging 
             regulations. 

       iv)  The annual year letter is:  

             Lambs born in 2022 (1st January 
             to 31st December) = K 

             Lambs born in 2023 (1st January to 
             31st December) = L 

             Lambs born in 2024 (1st January to 
             31st December) = M 

             Lambs born in 2025 (1st January to 
             31st December) = N 

             Lambs born in 2026 (1st January to 
             31st December) = P 

d)    Tags may be purchased from Members’ 
       choice of supplier. 

e)    All sheep to be tagged in accordance 
       with Government legislation.  

f)    In the event of any sheep losing its tag it 
       must be re-tagged with the original 
       number or if replaced with a red 
       replacement tag the association MUST 
       be informed that the sheep has been 

       re-tagged and given the new tag 
       number. 

5)    Registration in Flock Book 

a)    Only fully paid-up members will be 
       allowed to register sheep; this should be 
       the breeder or importer. Lambs must be 
       born on or after 1st January (as of 
       January 2019). 

b)    All pure-bred lambs born in the season 
       must be registered with the Association 
       by 6 months of age.  After this date late 
       registration fees apply.   

c)    Sheep must be registered before the 
       end of their shearling year, registration 
       after this is not permissible.   

d)    Upon purchase, all new owners should 
       transfer the sheep into their ownership, 
       with the appropriate fee. 

e)    Sheep purchased at Official Sales will 
       be transferred automatically. 

f)     All members must complete an annual 
       flock return each year showing how 
       many animals they own, failure to do so 
       will result in lambs not being registered 
       until it is completed. 

6)    Lambs not Suitable for Registration 

Lambs should not be submitted for 
registration under the following  

circumstances:- 

a)    Abnormalities including but not 
       restricted to: 

       i)    Over/Under shot jaws  

       ii)   Twisted feet 

       iii)  Twisted tails  

       iv)  Blindness, blue, china or wall eyes, 
             either total or partial 

       v)   Arrow tipped tail (this has appeared 
             in the Dutch flock and is described as 
             a tail whose end vertebrae appear to 
             have been squashed flat, as if ironed 
             flat) 

       vii) Sexual defects - i.e. rams without two 
             sufficiently developed testicles 
             apparent in the scrotum    

19
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b)    Docked Tail 

c)    All ram lambs must conform to the 
       breed standard, females can be 
       registered if they do not meet the breed 
       standard. 

7)    Shearing 

a)    All sheep to be shorn after 1st January 
       annually.   

b)    All sheep being shown must be shorn 
       bare after the 1st January and before 1st 
       May in the year of showing. 

8)    Official ZSA Breed Sales and Shows 

a)    PRE-SALE ARRANGEMENTS 

       All rams must conform to the breed 
       standard 

       1)   Minimum Entry – If less than 60 
             animals are entered for a sale then 
             the sale will be cancelled, this is at 
             the discretion of Council. 

       2)   Substitutes are allowed at all official 
             sales. Substitute entries must be 
             made to the Association secretary by 
             the time and date stated for each 
             sale (this will generally be 12 noon 7 
             days before inspection takes place, in 
             the case of a Saturday sale the Friday 
             prior to the seventh day) The
             secretary will inform the auctioneers 
             and inspector of the ear numbers of 
             the sheep to be presented for sale -
             no further alterations will be accepted. 

       3)   Substitutes must be in the same age 
             category. The information may be 
             phoned in or emailed. If vendors 
             appear at the sale with an animal 
             which does not correspond to the 
             entry (original or substitute) then the 
             animal will be rejected. 

             Any substitutes shall be marked with 
             yellow lot number on their arrival at 
             the market. 

             For female sales vendors MAY be 
             allowed a greater number of 
             substitute entries eg. where scanning 
             results have rendered animals not 
             suitable for sale. In all instances, 

             substitutes will only be accepted 
             within the same category.  

       4)   Council may set minimum reserve 
             (upset) prices for sale entries. 

       5)   All sheep forward at Breed Sales 
             must be registered with the ZSA  
             SIX WEEKS PRIOR TO SALE. 

       6)   All sheep forward will be the
             property of Members of the ZSA.  If 
             the governing body of the sale
             accepts sheep from non-members, 
             they shall be sold at the end of the 
             ZSA’s Members’ run in their 
             appropriate ring. 

       7)   Excessive entries at sales: Council 
             reserves the right to govern the 
             number of entries at Breed Sales 
             (by means of reduction based on 
             the percentage of registered stock 
             within the seller’s flock). This will 
             be adequately described in the 
             appropriate Sale Schedule. 

       8)   All entries to be made available for 
             inspection at the sale: No sheep to 
             be unloaded or penned without 
             prior instruction from a ZSA 
             representative. 

       9)    All sheep which, in the opinion of the
             Breed Inspectors, fail to meet the 
             breed standards for characteristics 
             and conformation or are un healthy 
             or injured will be excluded from the 
             sale. No refund of entry fees will be 
             made for sheep excluded from the 
             Sale. Sheep which have been 
             excluded shall be returned to their 
             transport forthwith and not further 
             exhibited for sale at that venue on 
             that date within any other sale which 
             may be taking place. 

       10) All sheep put forward for inspection 
             must be marked with their lot 
             number by means of tag attached 
             around the sheep’s neck. Un marked 
             sheep will not be inspected. 

       11) TIMES OF ENTRY & INSPECTION 
             Times of entry and inspection will be 
             issued to all vendors. These MUST be 
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             adhered to; late arrivals may be 
             penalised and no un-inspected 
             sheep shall be allowed through the 
             sale ring. 

b)    INSPECTION 
       At all official sales the Association shall 
       appoint a panel of inspectors who are 
       empowered to disbar any animal from 
       the sale which does not comply with any 
       of the matters contained in clauses i to iii 
       listed below. 

       i)    The animal’s identification is as 
             required by legislation and the 
             Association and corresponds to the 
             ear number as entered for sale. 
             Animals without the correct
             identification will be rejected from 
             the sale. 

       ii)   The animal is not suffering from 
             any infectious or contagious disease. 

       iii)  All rams must have two adequately 
             sized testicles of approximately the 
             same size and normal consistency. 

       iv)  That the animal is of a quality 
             commensurate with the level set by 
             the Association and is of adequate 
             weight for the age and shows no 
              malformation in structure. 

       v)   The inspectors will consider the 
             following points. At the Carlisle 
             Premier Sale all sheep that fail 
             inspection must be removed from
             the market and not go through the 
             sale ring. 

             All other Association sales rejected 
             female sheep will be marked clearly 
             on the rump by the inspectors and 
             sold in catalogue order, any member 
             refusing to have their sheep marked 
             must remove them forth with from 
             the market. 

             Rejected Rams must be removed 
             from the market and not go
             through the sale ring.  

             1)    The teeth of the animal are in 
                     the correct/normal position.  

             2)    There is no abnormal deviation 

             in the structure of feet and/or legs. 

             3)  Ewes shall be sound in udder 

       vi)  The inspectors’ decision shall be final 
             and binding to all concerned and 
             neither the inspectors’, the 
              Association nor the Auctioneers shall 
             be liable to the owner of such animals 
             or any other person or company for 
             damage or for any loss arising out of 
             such rejection. 

             Inspection is a condition of entry of 
             the Association and compliance with 
             this inspection shall in no way form 
             a guarantee to the purchaser of the 
             animals so inspected. 

       vii) Breeders are also reminded that 
             although the Association welcomes 
             the presentation of untrimmed
             sheep at Association events, they will 
             be subject to the same inspection as 
             trimmed sheep and should be 
             presented clean and tidy.  

c)    DISPLAY OF ROSETTES/ PERFORMANCE 
       DATA 

Only cards or rosettes won at the sale at 
which the animal is present may be 
displayed, along with standardised authentic 
Signet information. 

d)    SPECIAL RULES FOR IN LAMB EWE 
       SALES HELD UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 
       THE ASSOCIATION 

       i)    Scanning Results:- Where available 
             ewes declared as scanned in lamb, 
             either in the catalogue or at the time 
             of sale, are guaranteed in lamb by 
             the vendor as being in lamb at the 
             date of the sale, and for a period of 7 
             days following. 

       ii)  Vendors may elect to sell sheep as 
             ‘running with ram’ where no 
             guarantee is implied.  

       iii)  Ewe lambs are sold as empty. 

e)   REFUNDS 

A full refund of entry fees will only be issued 
in the following circumstances: 

       i)    Cancellation of the sale, with no 
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             alternative date offered 

       ii)   The flock is barred from selling due 
             to disease restrictions imposed by 
             government 

       iii)  The flock has a veterinary certificate 
             confirming the animals are unfit 
             for sale due to infectious or 
             contagious disease. 

f)    SALE DEFINITIONS 

       i)    Dispersal Sale:- The term ’Dispersal 
             Sale’ shall apply where all the           
             registered stock are sold and the 
             registered prefix and reference 
             number are given up by the breeder. 
             Any subsequent registrations shall be 
             under a new flock prefix and 
             reference. A dispersal sale held 
             within an official Association Sale will 
             be held at the end of the General 
             Sale. 

       ii)   Dispersal Sale sheep will not be 
             inspected 

       iii)  Retention of Semen & Embryos. For 
             all rams sold at official sales, 
             ownership of all semen rights shall 
             be deemed to pass to the new 
             owner. The vendor of a ram may 
             elect to retain semen for their own 
             use, or sale to a third party if this is 
             stated in the sale catalogue and 
             re-iterated by the auctioneer at the 
             time of sale.  

       iv)  For ewes from which embryos have 
             been collected and are to be 
             retained this must be declared by the 
             vendor. The number of embryos 
             which are retained by the vendor 
             must be declared in the catalogue. 

       v)   At a dispersal sale the vendor may 
             elect to retain semen and/or
             embryos, but a full declaration of the 
             number of doses and number of 
             embryos must be written in the 
             catalogue. The vendor must further 
             confirm if semen and/or embryos 
             will be retained for third party use or 
             own use only. 

       vi)  The term ‘Reduction’ sale shall apply 
             when the major number of the 
             sheep in the flock are sold. 

       vii) The term ‘Production’ sale shall apply 
             when a proportion of the breeding 
             stock from the flock and the product 
             of the flock is sold. 

 g)  SHOWS AT SALES 

       i)    Show Classes will be held at most 
             official ZSA Sales. The classes for 
             each sale and the name of the judge 
             will be circulated to vendors prior to 
             the sale. 

       ii)   Only 4 animals per flock per class 
             may be brought into the show ring. 

       iii)  Pen classes may take place at certain 
             sales and details of this will be given 
             in the catalogue. 

       iv)  At the Championship line-ups the 
             sheep which were placed second 
             to the Champions in their classes 
             may be brought forward when 
             judging of the Reserve Champion 
             takes place. 

       v)   Should the Champion in any class 
             not meet its reserve and therefore 
             not be sold it will not be permitted to 
             enter the show classes at other 
             Official Breed Sales in the same 
             calendar year if shown by the same 
             vendor. 

       vi)  Trimming is freestyle but the use of 
             artificial colouring, paint, sprays, 
             chalk, or any other substance of any 
             sort to aid colouring (other than 
             cleaning) are not permitted under 
             any circumstances and any attempt 
             to conceal, obscure or lessen white 
             other than by trimming is totally 
             barred. 

        vii) All sheep to be shorn after 1st January 
             annually.   

             All sheep being shown must be shorn 
             bare after the 1st January and before 
             1st May in the year of showing. 

         viii) Any members attempting to produce 
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             a more permanent change to the 
             appearance of a sheep may be barred 
             from Membership of the Association. 

       ix)  Any interference with natural tooth 
             growth is not permitted on any 
             animal of any age. 

h)    CONDITIONS OF SALE 

Showing sheep not for sale is not permitted  

Ram and Ram Lamb Fertility: 

       i)    All rams, including ram lambs, are 
             warranted by the seller to be capable 
             of natural and effective service within 
             70 days of the Sale. If at the 
             expiration of the warranty period 
             (the male fertility guarantee period) a 
             ram is proven incapable of natural 
             and effective service and within 14 
             days of the expiration of the 
             warranty period a Veterinary 
             Certificate is lodged with the Official 
             Auctioneers confirming:  The ram is 
             incapable of performing a natural 
             effective service; and 

       ii)  The Veterinary Surgeon has 
             inspected the Purchaser’s ewes and 
             found them to be in normal, 
             reasonable breeding condition; then 
             the purchaser may return the animal 
             to the Seller and be fully reimbursed. 

       iii)  The animal shall be deemed 
             incapable of natural and effective 
             service if it fails to make one ewe 
             pregnant during the male guarantee 
             period under natural breeding 
             conditions and is so certified as 
             being incapable by veterinary 
             surgeons certificate aforementioned. 

       iv)  The buyer shall throughout the male 
             guarantee period give the animal full 
             and sufficient opportunity to prove 
             that he is capable of natural and 
             effective service. 

       v)   Ewes which have been ‘sponged’ and 
             or treated with any other hormone 
             treatment to induce or synchronise 
             ovulation shall not for the purpose of 

             this guarantee be ‘in normal 
             condition’.  

In-Lamb Ewe Sales: 

       i)    All rams specified as being the ‘sire 
             of’ or ‘having run with the ewe must 
             be registered with the ZSA in order 
             for the progeny to be registered. 
             Ewes running with unregistered rams 
             shall be excluded from the sale.  

       ii)   The vendor shall specify in the 
             catalogue the identification of the 
             ram with which the female has been 
             running. 

       iii)  Ewe lambs offered for sale are 
             warranted not to be in lamb unless 
             otherwise stated in the catalogue or 
             announced by the auctioneer at time 
             of sale. 

       iv)  If within 14 weeks after the day of 
             the sale a female sheep warranted 
             not in lamb as aforesaid proves to be 
             in lamb and within 16 weeks after 
             the day of the sale the purchaser 
             gives the auctioneer written notice 
             supported by a veterinary certificate 
             signed by a veterinary surgeon such 
             female sheep has been proved to 
             have been in lamb then if the sheep 
             lambs naturally at a date which 
             proves it to have been in lamb at the 
             time of the sale, either the purchaser 
             may return the sheep and her 
             lamb(s) if any to the vendor or at the 
             sole option of the purchaser the 
             vendor shall pay to the purchaser as 
             and for ascertained and agreed 
             liquidation damages to cover all 
             expenses, depreciation in value and 
             other damages whatsoever a sum 
             equal to 25% of the purchase price of 
             the sheep. 

       v)   If any female sheep which was 
             described in the catalogue or at the 
             time of sale as being ‘scanned in 
             lamb’ or in lamb proves not to be in 
             lamb at the time of the sale or within 
             21 days after the sale the purchaser 
             gives written notice to the 
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             auctioneers his intention to return 
             the animal supported by a veterinary 
             surgeon’s certificate that such sheep 
             has proved not to have been in lamb 
             then the purchaser may return such 
             sheep to the vendor. 

       vi)  Except where stated in the catalogue 
             at the time of sale every ewe         
             described as with lamb at foot is 
             warranted to be suckling all the 
             lambs with which it is sold.  If notice 
             in writing is given to the auctioneer 
             within 5 days after the date of sale 
             that there has been a breach of 
             warranty then the purchaser may 
             return the ewe or ewes and lambs to
              the vendor. 

       vii)  All females offered for sale are 
             warranted correct in the mouth with 
             regards to number of teeth and 
             udder at the time of sale unless 
             otherwise described in the catalogue. 

         viii)  If any such sheep is proven to be 
             unsound in mouth or udder that is to 
             say is lacking any of 8 broad teeth or 
             has damaged or worn teeth or 
             defected udder and notice of such 
             unsoundness is given within 5 clear 
             days after the day of sale supported 
             by a certificate signed by a veterinary 
             surgeon then either the purchaser 
             may return the sheep to the vendor 
             or at the sole discretion of the 
             purchaser the vendor shall pay to the 
             purchaser as and for ascertained and 
             agreed liquid dated damages to 
             cover all expenses depreciation in 
             value and other damages 
             whatsoever compensation at the rate 
             of 66% of the purchase price. 

       ix)  i)     Incapacity due to injury from 
                     whatever cause illness suffered 
                     or contracted after the date of 
                     sale is not covered by this 
                     guarantee. 

             ii)    Death within the respective 
                     guarantee period voids any
                      liability under this guarantee. 

             iii)   In cases where the vendor 
                     insures his liability under the 
                     fertility guarantee the insurers 
                     shall assume the rights and 
                     remedies of the vendor under 
                     the guarantee subject to the 
                     terms of the insurance policy.  

9     IMPORTED SHEEP 

a)    Any sheep which has been imported 
       must be notified to the Secretary within 
       three months. The original pedigree 
       certificate accompanied by the relevant 
       payment for registration with the ZSA 
       (see Fees) should be sent to the 
       Secretary as soon as possible. Offspring 
       will not be able to be registered unless 
       the parents are registered with the ZSA. 

b)    A photocopy of the ram registration 
       certificate must accompany requests for 
       registration of progeny from imported 
       in-lamb ewes. 

c)    Imported sheep shall carry the prefix IM 
       on their pedigree certificates. 

d)    Parents of imported sheep which remain 
       in their country of origin shall carry 
       letters appropriate to that country on 
       the UK pedigree certificate of their 
       progeny, e.g. Holland -NL, Belgium -BM 
       for registrations from 2000 onwards as 
       retrospective change is very difficult to 
       administer. 

10   SCALE OF CHARGES 

At a Council meeting held during the last 
quarter of each calendar year the Scale of 
Charges to be used by the Association for 
the following year will be determined. This 
Scale of Charges will appear in the 
appropriate section of the Yearbook 
following their Annual Review. 
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I think this has been our 16th lambing season with the Zwartbles ranging in number from 
3 to 43 in the flock. I don’t think when we lambed the first three that either of us imagined 
we would still be involved with them now.

By we I mean myself and Tom my son and then the 
help we get from Ian, Emma and Amy. 

Ian is a dairy farmer to the bone and never imagined 
that we would have a flock of sheep of any size, he 
affectionately calls them grass rats!! Emma is an 
agricultural solicitor but is a dab hand among 
livestock and Amy is a vet nurse in a mixed practice 
so is invaluable with advice and know how. 

My sheep experience prior to the Zwartbles was 
buying greyfaced hoggs at Lazonby sheep sales 
tupping them with a Suffolk and selling them in the 
spring with lambs at foot. I also did a bit of lambing 
for local farmers as well before getting married. 

We got the first Zwartbles from Ian’s good friend Mark 
Shadwick who owned the Skyhigh flock in 2008/09 
and they were for Tom!! We then bought two more at 
the following August sale from Bob Gibson of the then 
Melon flock along with a couple from the late Charles 
Scott of the East Middle flock. We then joined the 
Association and established the Whinnow flock in 
2010. 

Over the next couple of lambing’s numbers grew to 
where we were happy with them, however Mark 
Shadwick had decided to emigrate to New Zealand 
and asked us if we would like to have first look 
through his sheep before he sold them. I told Ian we 

Whinnow Flock 
Flock: 00600 owned by Tom and Gillian Blamire
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should just buy the lot as we wouldn’t get the chance 
of those bloodlines again. He walked away out of the 
house muttering something about not being so 
bloody stupid, he came back about 20 mins later and 
asked could I manage that many and I said of course!! 

So, we now had more than I ever imagined and over 
the next couple of years some went through age and 
various things and we got down to about 30 ewes 
which is about right for us. 

Tom has always been in charge of the breeding side 
of things and we both have a similar view of what we 
like but don’t always agree. We like to breed sheep 
with smart eye-catching heads, big, alert ears and a 
good well put together body and of course good legs 
and feet. It doesn’t always work out but we try. When 
we get a tup and ewe that click together its great and 
their mothering instinct is second to none  

Although not credited as a meat sheep we have very 
little problem getting them to 40kg plus in 12-14 
weeks and sell mismarks etc. fat straight off the ewe 
but they do have good dairy cow grass at their 
disposal!! 

We do sell our sheep at the Carlisle sales as we are 
only seven miles from Harrison and Hetherington and 
are very critical when we are picking sale sheep out. 
We often ask each other “Would you buy it?” And if 
the answer is no it stays at home. We were delighted 
in November 2022 when Whinnow Kasey won the 
ewe lamb class and then went on to be Champion 
and top price on the day at 1900gns. 

We started to show the sheep fairly early on and I 
cringe now when I think of our first time at our local 
show at Dalston under the watchful eye of Raymond 
Heigh he says he can’t remember which I am glad of. 

I decided if we were going to be serious about 
showing I had to learn to dress them correctly. I 
visited a local Suffolk man Jimmy Irving who showed 
me how to card and clip, and also a couple of dressing 
days held by our Northern Branch which were 
invaluable as everyone has their own little ways and 
tips but we all get to the same end result more or less! 

As we got a bit more confident about showing it was 
always a dream of mine to show at the big ones so in 
2012 we went to The Great Yorkshire Show and 
watched the classes to see if we might ever be able to 
venture and compete there. I met some wonderful 
people that day who were both encouraging and 
helpful and they have become lifelong friends. The 
following year we bit the bullet and entered and have 
exhibited there most years since. In 2022 my dreams 
really did come true when Whinnow Jellybean was 
breed champion, she followed it up the following year 
with the female championship as well. We have also 
been to the Royal Highland and this year Tom has the 
huge honor of judging the Zwartbles classes there. 
The Royal Welsh and The Three counties remain on 
the wish list at present.  

Writing something like this makes you think of the 
sheep you have had over the years and some of the 
stand out ones I have had the pleasure of breeding 

are Whinnow Duchess who was 
Jellybeans mother a lot of our 
stock goes back to her. Whinnow 
59W who was Toms young 
handler sheep for many years she 
taught him a lot and was his 
sheep when he won Cumbria’s 
Young Handler competition 
twice. Whinnow 28T just because 
she was the boss! I could write a 
long list of them and the 
immense pleasure they have 
given me and continue to do so.
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5BREED 

STANDARDS 

a)  Fleeces should be thick and springy with 
     a good crimp, with a true black base 
     colour (though naturally bleached brown 
     tips and age-related grey may occur). 
     The fleece does not grow onto the head 
     which, like the legs, is covered with hair. 

b)  Blazes should be uninterrupted and 
     reasonably straight and may be any 
     width and may continue under the chin, 
     but not into the wool. The white blaze 
     should run from the crown of the head 
     and may include the muzzle. Pink or 
     black noses are acceptable. 

c)  Tails should be straight and have a readily 
     discernible white tip which should not 
     extend more than ½ the way up its length 
     in both ewes and rams. (see diagram) 

d)  Two to four white socks – if only two they 
     must both be on the hind legs. The sock 
     should encircle the leg and touch the hoof 
     at one or more places. Socks / stockings 
     should not be above the knee or hock 
     (See diagram) please note it is preferred 
     that the white does not extend this far. 

e) There should be no white in the fleece, 
     on the ears or belly. 

29

A breed standard in animal breeds is a set of guidelines which is used to ensure that 
the animals produced by a breeder conform to the specifics of the breed. It is the 
template to which the breed aspires. Not all sheep are born with the correct features 
or markings and absence of these does not prevent the breeder from registering the 
animal, but nevertheless, that registered sheep may still be deemed not to meet the 
breed standard. 
The Zwartbles has good conformation, with a big frame, medium bone, good length and a wide 
pelvis. A tall sheep, with a striking and naturally polled head, a long neck and an erect posture. 
It is an upright and fully built sheep with an alert and lively character. Rams have a more 
muscular formed front part and a wider head. 
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Colour/Markings 

Limit of allowable white on limbs Method of measuring tail length

MEASUREMENT OF THE TAIL LENGTH is taken from underneath. If for example the tail 
measures 30cm then the white should not extend more than 15cm AT ANY POINT on the tail.
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Head:          The head must be long and narrow with a straight to very slightly roman nose. 

Ears:            These must be proportionately large and should be placed horizontally to 
                     erectly. Drooping ears are undesirable 

Neck/          Necks must be proportionately fairly long and flexible, and the latter should be 
Throat        carried erectly. A ram’s neck must be more muscular and somewhat wider. 

Shoulders:   These should be strong and slightly sloping. 

Breast:        This should be well-developed and moderately, but not excessively, wide. 
                     Viewed from the side the breast should protrude between the front legs. An adult 
                     Zwartbles ewe should have stomach and udder at the lowest points. 

Back:           With the erect head and neck the back should run straight with easily detectable 
                     vertebrae. 
Ribs:             From the back the ribs should be round and long.   

Rump:         This should be long, slightly rounded, strong with a wide pelvis. It ensures easy
                     lambing and room for wide udder placement. The top of the rump can be a few 
                     cm higher than the withers and the ‘sitting part’ of the rump can be a few cms 
                     lower than the hips. 
Thighs:        These should be muscular, long and well rounded. 
Legs:            These should be long with medium to fine bone and correct pasterns. Pasterns 
                     that are too upright or collapsed are incorrect. (See diagram). Correct Zwartbles 
                     posture includes straight and equidistantly placed legs the front legs of good tall 
                     ewes tend to come in very slightly from the shoulder to the knee and then 
                     straight from the knee to the hoof, but should not be rotated outwards. 
Hooves:       These may be black, striped or white. 
Tail:              The tail should be well set on and undocked. 
Gait:             The gait should be brisk, straight and springy. 
Genitalia:   The scrotum of a ram should be finely haired and not woolly. The testes should 
                     be well-developed, firm and of a similar size. 
Height:        The ideal adult height at the withers for ewes is from 75cm and rams from 85cm. 

30

General Description of body shape and conformation 
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a)  Over/Under shot jaws 

b)  Twisted feet 

c)  Twisted tails - this is a corkscrew twist of 
     any degree, not a naturally broken tail 

d)  Blindness, blue, china or wall eyes, either 
     total or partial. 

e)  Arrow tipped tail - this has appeared in 
     the Dutch flock and is described as a tail 
     whose end vertebrae appear to have 
     been squashed flat, as if ironed flat, like 
     an arrow head at the end of the shaft. 

f)   Sexual defects - i.e. rams without two 
     sufficiently developed testicles apparent 
     in the scrotum. 

31
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Registration into the Flock book: 

Sheep with conformation defects, including but not restricted to the following, should be 
excluded from registration:

Sheep which do vary significantly from the breed standard should be excluded from 
registration. Males must meet the breed standard to be registered however females 
can be registered if they do not meet the breed standard and can be bred from. 
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Hi, my name is Abbie Williams, I am 14 years old 

and live in North Shropshire on a small holding 

with my Mum, Dad and two brothers Andrew & 

Archie.

I had my own small commercial flock from 2017 then 
in 2020 I approached Mum and Dad and told them I 
would like to show sheep. Mum and Dad told me to 
do some research as to what breed to get. Two factors 
that I took in to consideration were being easy to 
handle & good mothers. After plenty of research and 
talking to Mum and Dad we decided that Zwartbles 
were the right breed. I then set about looking for 
some Zwartbles luckily, I came across some locally. I 
showed Mum and Dad and we went to view them 
during Lockdown. Our first stop was the Checkley 
flock where we bought four shearling ewes and three 
ewe lambs, followed by a visit to see Kevin & Anne 
Robinson where we bought six more shearling ewes. 
The next task was to find a tup, we purchased 
Redgate Hurricane. Between Dad and myself we 
decided we wanted to lamb 12 instead of 10 so we 
went on a very short drive up the road to the Roscallie 
flock and purchased two more shearling ewes. 

In February 2021 we welcomed our first lambs of 
which we still have three of them here. Two of the 
three have been part of the show team over the last 
couple of years. This was a quiet year for us while we 
got our flock established. 

2022 saw us bring lambing forward with a successful 
lambing where we bred our first replacement tup 
Chapel Field Kong. We entered our first show at 
Newport where my brother Andrew and I made our 
debut in young handlers, Andrew was placed 2nd and 

I placed 5th in a very big class. Our flock was starting 
to grow rapidly as we attended our first sale at 
Welshpool where we purchased six ewe lambs. 

2023 saw us enter more shows which was a steep 
learning curve with limited success but with some 
rosettes to show for our efforts. Burwarton being a 
particular highlight winning my first young handlers’ 
class and placing 2nd in the ram lamb class with 
Chapel Field Lebron. We expanded our flock even 
more by going to the Carlisle in lamb sale for the first 
time. Both Andrew and I took part in the Midlands 
branch young ambassadors’ competition, Andrew 
placed 4th and I placed 2nd. We wanted to introduce 
new blood lines without having to buy another tup so 
we explored the option of AI.  

Chapel Field 
Zwartbles 
Flock: 1807
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2024 was an extremely busy year with lambing, 
attending 10 shows and four sales. Showing was a 
great success in both young handlers and main 
Zwartbles classes in particular with Chapel Field 
Mambo bring home three firsts, two seconds, four 
thirds & male champion. Our group of three did 
particularly well gaining two reserve interbreed 
championships at both Shropshire & Cheshire show. 
Andrew won reserve champion young handler at 
Moreton in the marsh show to finish the season on a 
high! We also took a shearling tup to the Carlisle 
premier sale and ram lambs to the Worcester sale 
where they all went off to great new homes. 

2025 is here and lambing is almost complete. I am 
looking forward to getting in the show ring and seeing 
everyone again.  

Since starting out with Zwartbles we have found 
them to be addictive where there always seems to be 
room for one or two more females when we attend 
sales. It has been quite a big learning curve doing the 
shows learning the trimming and how to handle and 
present my sheep in the correct way, which has been 
made easier by all the people we have met along the 
way at both shows and sales who have been very 
friendly and helpful giving us hints and tips along the 
way to help us improve my flock. Over the past few 
years where we have gone from lambing in February 
to the beginning of January, exploring AI, and advice 
for young handlers has all been extremely helpful in 
helping us improve. One of the best things is we as a 
family have made some great friends. 

I am really pleased with the progress we have made 
over the last four years as a family and on a personal 
note I feel my confidence with handling the sheep is 
growing with every show that we enter and am 
looking forward to seeing how we get on in the future. 

Abbie
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Hi my name is Martha Breeze, I’m nine years old. Here is a little bit about my journey with 

Zwartbles so far…

My older brother started our flock in 2011. From being 

little I would be outside helping to feed and check the 

sheep, and in 2018 I became really close with a lamb 

called Duchess, we became best friends. My mum has 

always said I could only show when I could manage 

to show the sheep myself. At home while mum and 

dad were trimming I would walk up to Duchess in the 

field and stand and hold her head, help wash her legs 

and started practicing walking her around on a sheep 

halter. She was a special and patient sheep and she 

was the one who really taught me how to show. So 

that year when I was two years old I showed for the 

first time at The Great Yorkshire Show in the young 

handlers class age five and under and I came 3rd. I 

then continued showing her the rest of that show 

season in the main classes and young handlers as she 

stood so well for me. I even managed to win a couple 

of championships and reserves with her!! Sadly she 

passed away before lambing that year. 

Each year since then I have picked a lamb out to show 

and then as I’ve got older a shearling too. My dad 

always helps to pick a ewe. We often have a little bit 

of family competition showing against each other at 

the shows, firstly between my big brother and me and 

now my dad and me. Me and my dad are always very 

competitive, I sometimes win against him and he 

sometimes wins. 

Each year I try hard to improve and last year I started 

practicing trimming a Zwartble, although I need a bit 

more practice to trim the show team. I really enjoy 

showing and one of my highlights was winning 

interbreed champion at Wolsingham Show in 2022 

with our ewe Olbre Galaxy. I’m also very happy to 

have won the Northern Branch Young Ambassador 

Competition three times in a row. 

At home my favourite job to help with is at lambing 

time, when me and my little brother are in charge of 

feeding, watering and bedding up the sheep and 

lambs in the individual pens.  

Junior Flock Profile 
Martha Breeze

37
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Z W A R T B L E S  S H E E P  

SEMEN DIRECTORY
If you are looking to Ai or flush your sheep and need some semen, then look no further! 

 
Below is a list of semen available to purchase, you will need to contact the seller direct and 

discuss price and transfer of the semen. 
 

Name of Ram                                     Reg Number             Contact                                     Telephone 

Barmurrie Dino                                00849-1146D             Ginnie Crossen                 07971 168122 

Castle Hill Guardian                       00717-261G                Martin Preston                 07813 600637 

Craigies Flipin Eck                          01400-075f                 Stuart Craig                       07739 564885 

Greenhill Blakeney                         00131-264B                Martin Preston                  07813 600637 

Greenhill Dandy                               00131-00436D           Martin Preston                 07813 600637 

Greenhill Hagrid                              00131-765H                Martin Preston                  07813 600637 

Hayberries Full Tilt                        00843–3855F             Martin Preston                 07813 600637 

Holmlea Border Talent                 00131–232B               Martin Preston                  07813 600637 

Hope View Jailbreak                      01531-094J                Kathryn Hopkins             07984 929755 

Kilimanjaro                                         00052-49K                  Martin Preston                  07813 600637 

Killymallaght Enrique                  00260-299E                Martin Preston                  07813 600637 

Roscallie Fortune                            01161-057F                Ginnie Crossen                 07971 168122 

Roscallie Heedful                            01161-100H                Ginnie Crossen                 07971 168122 

The Fort Del Boy                              00223–24R                  Martin Preston                  07813 600637 

Top Notch Giant                               00282-2266G             Ginnie Crossen                 07971 168122 

Wallridge Moor Gizmo                  00466-181G                Caroline Anderson          07913 349896 

Wallridge Moor Kracken              00466-286K                Ginnie Crossen                 07971 168122 

Whitestone Gabriel                        01274-526G                Stuart Craig                       07739 564885 

Whitestone Giovanni                     01274-517G                Eleanor Thornton           07824 703542
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Z WA RT B L E S  S H E E P  A S S O C I AT I O N

SALE AVERAGES 2024

CARLISLE PREMIER SALE 

1 Aged Ram                                                   £525  

15 Shearling Rams                                £668.50  

29 Ram Lambs                                       £622.03 

37 Shearling Gimmers                        £429.93   

19 Ewe Lambs                                        £387.95 

                                                                                      

WORCESTER 

2 Aged Rams                                               350gns 

4 Shearling Rams                                     375gns 

12 Ram Lambs                                           402gns 

3 Aged Ewes                                                313gns 

20 Shearling Ewes                                    344gns 

15 Ewe Lambs                                            332gns 

 

Z
W

ARTBLES SHEE
P

A
SSOCIATIO

N

EXETER SALE 

1 Aged Ram                                                  120gns 

1 Shearling Ram                                        200gns 

5 Ram Lambs                                              308gns 

3 Aged Ewes                                                173gns 

14 Shearling Ewes                                     301gns 

21 Ewe Lambs                                             237gns 

                                                                                        

CARLISLE IN-LAMB SALE 

6 Aged Ewes                                                  £346.5 

32 Shearling Ewes                                    £554.53 

54 Ewe Lambs                                            £457.92 
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The number of flocks in GB which are infected with maedi visna (MV) is increasing.  In 2010 

there was a large scale survey which indicated that under 3% of flocks were infected with 

MV.  

Fifteen years later it is now estimated that the figure 

may have jumped to around 10% of flocks having 

evidence of infection.  This is based on screening tests 

carried out through SRUC Veterinary Services in non-

accredited flocks. 

What is MV? 

MV is a chronic disease of sheep which can cause a 

range of different clinical signs.  Affected sheep may 

be thin, suffer from respiratory problems, develop 

arthritis and have low milk production and hard 

udders which results in poor lamb survival and failure 

to thrive. The virus may also affect the central 

nervous system causing hind limb weakness and 

paralysis. Infected flocks are likely to have high 

replacement rates and higher levels of all diseases 

due to immune suppressive effects of MV. 

The disease takes years rather than months to 

develop in an infected animal so clinically signs are 

usually seen in the older animals in a flock. If testing 

is not being carried out regularly then infection can 

build up in a flock before any signs are seen of a 

problem. Often more then 50% of the animals will be 

positive on blood tests before a clinical problem is 

noticed. 

www.zwartbles.org

PROTECT YOUR FLOCK FROM THE 
GROWING THREAT OF MAEDI VISNA
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How is the disease spread? 

Infection is passed from sheep to sheep through close 

contact and inhalation of droplets from the nose and 

mouth. Infection spreads more rapidly when sheep 

are housed. It can also be spread through 

contaminated colostrum/milk and semen and blood 

on equipment, overalls, trailers and sheep pens etc. 

How do I protect my flock? 

The biggest risk is buying in infected animals which 

are not yet showing any signs of disease. MV 

Accredited animals carry the lowest risk as they come 

from flocks which are screened clear of disease.  Even 

if you are not a member of the accreditation scheme 

you can benefit from buying accredited stock. 

Paying close attention to farm biosecurity is also 

essential. Members of the MV Accreditation Scheme 

are required to have biosecurity measures in place 

but following these principles will help protect your 

flock regardless of accreditation status: 

•       Ensure all farm boundaries are secure to prevent 

        straying 

•       A 2m boundary gap (3m if there are goats) will 

        prevent nose to nose contact  

•       Equipment such as drenching guns, hypodermic 

        needles and ear taggers can transfer infection 

        from animal to animal. Ensure these are kept 

        clean and don’t share with anyone else. 

•       Any equipment used on other holdings such as 

        shearing trailers, scanning crates should be 

        disinfected before and after use. 

Caprine arthritis and encephalitis (CAE) is a similar 

infection to MV but affecting goats rather than sheep. 

The same biosecurity rules should be applied to 

goats. 

Test your flock 

If you are not already a member of the MV 

Accreditation Scheme you could choose to join. Once 

accredited you would have the added benefit of 

access to MV Accredited shows and sales. 

If you can’t comply with all the requirements of the 

accreditation scheme then an MV Monitoring Scheme 

may be a better option.  In the SRUC MV Monitoring 

Scheme, up to 20 animals are tested on an annual 

basis, targeting thinner or more poorly productive 

ewes, along with a proportion of purchased animals.  

Figures suggest this is a very effective way of picking 

up infection in the flock. Monitoring schemes do not 

provide the same level of assurance as the MV 

Accreditation scheme but can give you an early 

warning that there is a problem in your flock.  This 

allows you to act before infection becomes 

widespread in your flock. 

 

 

For further information and full rules  

please contact PSGHS on 

 01835 822456
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CARLISLE PREMIER SALE 

FRIDAY 2N D AUGUST 2024

Numbers forward were down on previous years but that didn’t deter the buyers from 

coming from near and far to secure a new breeding animal for their flocks. A good crowd 

was present around the sale ring.

Neil and Joyce Millar of the Joyfield flock, Lockerbie 
were the first to bid 3000gns for the male champion, 
Pistyll Laird, a shearling ram from Aneirin Francis, 
Carmarthen. A son of Pistyll Fire Cracker, Laird is bred 
from a Danygraig Hustler sired-ewe. 

Peter and Susan Addison's Hayberries flock from Co 
Durham, sold the second 3000gns entry. This was the 
second prize ram lamb, Hayberries Moonraker, a son 

of Selside Lamberton, bred from Tasley June. The 
buyers were Messrs Owen, Conwy for their Cernyw 
flock. 

Hayberries Maizebeck from the same home and by 
the same sire made 1400gns to join the Thirnbank 
flock of Allison Metcalf, Darlington. This January-born 
ram lamb is out of Dash Wood Golightly. 
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Hayberries Moonraker 3000gns Pistyll Laird 3000gns

A joint top price of 3000gns was 
achieved by Pistyll and Hayberries at 
the Premier show and sale at Carlisle.
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On the flip side, Peter and Susan Addison went to 
1600gns for the fifth prize ram lamb, Conic Maverick, 
from Brian Gibson. Sired by Conic Keanu, the reserve 
champion at the Highland Show, he is out of 
Rietfontein Kim. 

The Francis Family’s first prize ram lamb, Pistyll 
Marshal sold for 1000gns, a February-born lamb by 
Barmurrie Kool Kid, sold to Jack Wilson, Appleby for 
his Helmbeck flock. 

Orkney breeder, Heather Hourston, received 1000gns 
from Messrs Moffett, Hammerbeck, West Auckland, 
for the ram lamb Didcot Maserati, a son of Didcot 
Lexus out of a Didcot ewe. 

Topping the females at 1000gns was the gimmer, 
Statesman LunaEclipse, from Ben Stayt, Cheltenham. 
A daughter of Top Notch King Kong, she is out of the 
show ewe, Craigies Just a Flirt. The Rockford flock of 
Jason Kestell,  Cornwall, was the final bidder. 

Three lots made 800gns, two of which were from 
theCastle Hill flock of Sam Inns.  First was Castle Hill 
Lunar and the next was Castle Hill Layla, both sired 
by Smiddy Hill Jeffrey and out of homebred ewes.  
Both were sold to Abbie Williams of the Chaepl Field 
flock in Shropshire.  The third one to sell at 800gns 
was Conic Lotus the first prize Shearling ewe from 
Brian Gibson and she sold to Wendy McGrandles from 
Glasgow for her Barraston flock. 
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Conic Maverick 1600gns Hayberries Maizeback 1400gns

AVERAGES 

15 Shearling Rams                                               £668.50 

29 Ram Lambs                                                       £622.03  

37 Gimmers                                                             £429.93  

19 Ewe Lambs                                                        £387.95 

Pistyll Marshall 1000gns Statesman Luna 1000gns
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Danygraig Lingo 900gns Reserve Champion

www.zwartbles.org

WORCESTER SALE

The Reserve Champion Danygraig Marciano from Dylan and Charlie Jones took the top 
price of 900gns, this ram lamb was sired by Danygraig Legend and out of Danygraig 
Hopscotch. He was knocked down to Jason Kestell and joins his Rockford flock.

Two animals made 800gns. The first of these was 

Montacute Leo the first prize Shearling Ram from 

John Case. He is sired by Conic Harris and out of 

Montacute Jewel.  He joins the Vicarage flock of G 

Armstrong from Carlsile. The champion was the next 

at 800gns for the shearling ewe Hayberries Lingo 

from Peter and Susan Addison. Lingo is sired by 

Hayberries Jor-el and out of Tasley June.  The pre 

sale Judge Nicola Henderson was the successful 

bidder. 

Next best price was 780gns for the second prize 

shearling ewe Henblas Lyric from Anna Bullen, she is 

by Hayberries Kinsman and out of Henblas Georgia, 

her new home is the Alston Manor flock of Miles 

Northmore. 

AVERAGES 

2 Aged Rams                                                  350gns 

4 Shearling Rams                                        375gns 

12 Ram Lambs                                              402gns 

3 Aged Ewes                                                   313gns 

20 Shearling Ewes                                       344gns 

15 Ewe Lambs                                               332gns 

 

SATURDAY 11T H AUGUST 2023

Pre sale show winners make 
the top prices at Worcester

48

Hayberries Marciano 800gns Champion
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Zwartbles enthusiasts from near and far made their 
way to Beattie’s Pedigree Centre to kick off the 
pedigree sale season. Our first evening sale in many 
years saw a much-improved sale with an 85% 
clearance rate and a strong ram trade throughout.

Overall top price of 2000gns went to A&R Megarrell 

when their shearling ram Killymallaght Limited Edition 

(Lot 12) sired by Drummer Keith The Sheep and out of 

Killymallaght Hawaii was knocked down to D Loughlan 

and Drumlap Zwartbles. 

Other top prices for rams included: C Cromie (Lot 21) 

1100gns to P Gardiner; I Donald (Lot 5) 1050gns to E 

Anderson; C Cromie (Lot 20) 850gns to F Kerridge; and 

G Hancock (Lot 13) 800gns to L Wilson. 

Prices for females remained steady throughout the 

night with the Overall Breed Champion Donbraid 

Liberty (Lot 53) a shearling ewe from Ian Donald 

reaching 900gns and going to B Patterson, Raphoe. This 

shearling ewe was sired by Wallridge Moor Holand and 

out of Donbraid Eve. 

Also catching the eye of many was Beechbrook Lydia 

(Lot 39) sired by Killymallght Jetman and out of 

Beechbrook Gypsy from S&E Watson when the hammer 

fell at 900gns going to the Hylands Moygannon flock. 

Many thanks to: Brian Gibson, Scotland of Conic 

Zwartbles for judging; Smith & Brown Vets, Garvagh for 

sponsoring the Championship; Colin and Marshall 

Patton for their help penning; and Richard Beattie and 

his team for another well run sale. 

AVERAGES 

2 Aged Rams                          240gns 

8 Shearling Rams                 665gns 

9 Ram Lambs                         422gns 

21 Shearling Ewes               358gns 

30 Ewe Lamb                         244gns

FRIDAY 26T H JULY 2024

2000gns tops Northern Ireland 
ZSA Annual Show and Sale

NORTHERN IRELAND SHOW AND SALE 

Left; 
Champion 

 
 

Right; 
Reserve 

Champion
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www.zwartbles.org

EXETER SALE

Ram trade was very selective, but females were in demand, Topping the sale was the pre 

sale champion from Jason Kestell, a ewe lamb Rockford Madge who is sired by Selside 

King King and out of Carlea Jules, she was knocked down to L Coates from Saltash, 

Cornwall.

Keeping with the champions the Reserve Champion 

from Jethro Kimber of the Speccott flock was the 

next highest price for his Shearling Ewe Goldies 

Linder, sired by Joyfield Knock Out and out of 

Goldies Harmony, her new home was the Methleigh 

flock of Sarah Pennington, Cornwall.  Jethro took the 

next two highest prices as well, the first being 620gns 

for another Shearling ewe this time Speccott Lawless 

who sold to the presale judge Dylan Jones for his 

Danygraig flock in Wales.  Messrs Jones also bought 

the next one which was his ewe lamb Speccott Maeve 

who sold for 550gns 

Topping the males was Matt Dodds with his ram lamb 

Kimberley Max who sold for 420gns to Jenny 

Ravenhill-White for her Fullers flock based in Devon. 

AVERAGES 

1 Aged Ram                                                    120gns 

1 Shearling Ram                                          200gns 

5 Ram Lambs                                                308gns 

3 Aged Ewes                                                   173gns 

14 Shearling Ewes                                       301gns 

21 Ewe lambs                                                237gns 

 

FRIDAY 6T H SEPTEMBER 2024

Top of 800gns at Exeter for 
Rockford Madge
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Exeter sale Champions
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Topping the sale and the ewe lamb section was the 
pre-sale show overall Reserve Champion Statesman 
Magical. Magical by name and magical by nature this 
eye catching ewe lamb sold for 2200gns to Nicola 
Henderson for her Aquila flock at Stirling. Magical was 
the first ewe lamb to be offered for sale from the 
2000gns Craigies Just so who was the 2021 Carlisle 
Premier Sale overall champion. 

Two lots made 2000gns, the first being the 3rd prize 
ewe lamb Statesman Mississippi again from Ben 
Stayt, Statesman Mississippi another Top Notch King 
Kong daughter who sold to Dylan and Charlie Jones 
for their Danygraig flock in Wales. The next at 2000gns 
was the overall champion Hayberries Lucy Liu from 
Peter and Susan Addison. Lucy Liu is a Norton King of 
the road daughter and she sold to Isacc Boyes for his 
Stapleton flock at Annan. 

Two ewe lambs sold for 1200gns both coming from 
the Pendle flock of Issy Hartley, the first Pendle 
Madonna and the second Pendle Martini both of 
these lovely ewe lambs were sired by Coberham 
Knockemout. They sold respectively to Neil and 
Joyce Millar for their Joyfield flock and H Pritchard 
for his Evistones flock. 

AVERAGES 

6 Aged Ewes                                               £346.5 

32 Shearling Ewes                                  £554.53 

54 Ewe Lambs                                          £457.92

www.zwartbles.org

CARLISLE IN-LAMB SALE 

FRIDAY 15T H NOVEMBER 2024

Demand was high for both in-lamb ewes and empty ewe lambs which led to the sale 

obtaining a strong overall clearance of 86%. The Judge for the pre-sale show was Sammy 

Stewart of the Janetstown flock.
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The Inlamb sale attracted 
breeders from across the UK to 
Borderway Mart, Carlisle.

www.zwartbles.org

Pendle Martini 1200gns
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Pendle Madonna 1200gns Hayberries Lucy Lui 2000gns
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Statesman Mississippi 2000gns Statesman Magical 2200gns
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www.zwartbles.org

AROUND THE SALES 

www.zwartbles.org
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The history of the Zwartbles as a sheep breed starts in the late 19th and early 20th Centuries.  
It is thought that the Zwartbles breed is descended from a relatively large breed of sheep 
called the schoonebeker, which grazed the heathlands of North East Holland.

It gets its name from a place called Schoonebeek in 

the province of Drenthe. The schoonebeker lambs 

were at the time walked to the livestock market in 

Norg where they were sold as store lambs to 

farmers from Northern Friesland 

who used them to fertilise their 

pastures while fattening. This 

practice declined when 

commercial fertilizers became 

available and the schoonebeker 

lamb trade crashed resulting in 

the Schoonebeker becoming an 

extremely rare breed. 

Some of the store lambs sold 

had badger faced markings that resemble the 

modern day Zwartbles sheep and if you look at 

pictures of the schoonebeeker you can see the 

resemblance including the slight roman noses, long 

neck and erect posture. A number of Friesian 

farmers decided to line breed these “Zwartbles” 

schoonebeker sheep and with some influence from 

Friesland milk sheep and Texels, the modern day 

Zwartbles was developed.  Interestingly, in the early 

years the Zwartbles was sometimes referred to as 

the” improved schoonebeker”.  

Due to changes in farming practices, numbers 

dwindled to an estimated 500 animals by 1978, with 

only about 250 of these 

considered to be of purebred 

Zwartbles quality. Numbers 

started to increase by the late 

1970s mainly due to the interest 

of hobby wool spinners in black 

wool and in 1985 a number of 

Dutch breeders started a 

Zwartbles flock book. 

The first Zwartbles were 

imported into the UK in 1986 and in increasing 

numbers into the 1990s. In October 1995 the first 

meeting of UK Zwartbles breeders was held at the 

NSA headquarters in Malvern. Twelve flocks 

containing about 140 sheep were represented. The 

Zwartbles Sheep Association (ZSA) was born with 

the aim “to promote the breed and maintain its 

purity” 

History of the  
Zwartbles Sheep Association

“Numbers started to 
increase by the late 
1970s mainly due to the 
interest of hobby wool 
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In 1997 the logo was designed and A4 pedigree 

certificates were developed. The first major shows 

to hold Zwartbles classes were the Royal Welsh, 

Bath and West and Great Yorkshire shows. All other 

sheep were shown in the AOB classes.  1999 saw the 

instigation of the website www.zwartbles.org , the 

development of the breed standard and the use of 

Category A and Standard. 

The ZSA took a stand at North Sheep 2000 and by 

2001 the association had grown to 107 members.  

More interest, more members and more promotion 

led to discussion about a new computer system and 

the grassroots system was purchased.  In 2004 there 

were four official sales, Exeter (36), Carlisle (160), 

Builth Wells (92) and Worcester (156). 

2005 saw the ZSA hold its 10th anniversary at the 

AGM.  At this time there were about 6500 sheep in 

the UK and 250 members. The ZSA also employed 

their first secretary and we welcomed new 

members from Southern Ireland. By 2008 the 

membership had increased to 360 and it was 

decided to end the category A and Standard 

categorisation. Regional branches were created to 

allow members to become more involved in their 

own areas. 

In 2011 the first National Show was held at the Royal 

Three Counties Show. Three years later it moved to 

the Great Yorkshire Show and then on to the Royal 

Highland Show. In 2020 the National show was due 

to move to the Bath and West Show but was 

cancelled due to the Covid pandemic. 

2013 saw the development of the role of President.  

Joan Rowlands as our first President, followed by 

Carol Calder in 2017, with Vincent Davies being our 

current president. 

The year 2015 marked the 20th year of the formation 

of the ZSA with a new website and Facebook page 

and in 2020 we celebrated 25 years. The ZSA 

continues to grow in strength as the number of 

sheep continues to grow. The association holds 

official sales at Carlisle, Worcester, Exeter, Northern 

Ireland and Welshpool. Currently there are 690 

members with 15263 live animals registered on the 

database at the end of 2022 and we have welcomed 

77 new members.  

www.zwartbles.org
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EAR TAGS

All sheep keepers in the UK must register with 
their Government Department. (DEFRA, 
SGRPID, WAG and DARD) and they will be 
given a UK Flock Number, even if they do not 
have a registered farm or smallholding. 

New EID Regulations have been brought in 
from 1st January 2010 and all ear tags must 
comply with Government rules. Two UK tags 
with the same identification number must be 
applied if it is intended that the animal will live 
to 12 months of age or more. These must be 
applied by 9 months of age, or when the 
animal first leaves its holding of birth – 
whichever occurs first. 

Please make sure you comply with the 
relevant Government Rules. 

For official Government purposes the ear tag 
must contain the UK flock number and it must 
contain the animal’s individual number. For 
ZSA purposes the animal should also be 
identified by its individual number, the Year 
Letter and the Member’s ZSA membership 
number.   

(From 2010 individual numbers will start from 
001).  However, if you are using separate tags, 
for the DEFRA information and the ZSA 
information, the ZSA tag can start at 001 each 
year, (this may cause unnecessary 
complications though in terms of record 
keeping as essentially you will have 2 unique 
numbers for each animal, i.e. your individual 
number assigned by Government, plus your 
ZSA individual animal number – however this 
is down to personal choice) 

All registered Zwartbles sheep must be ear tagged with their pedigree number 

as well as the UK Flock Number. From 1st January 2005 they must also have the 

ZSA Member’s number on the tag.  (See Rules) 

The ZSA issues pedigree certificates in 
the following manner:- 0023-001J  

   •   00023 is the breeder’s ZSA 
       membership number;  

   •   001 is the number unique (individual) 
       to that sheep and  

   •   J is the year letter. 

Lambs born  
1st January 2019 to 31st December:

2020 H 
2021 J 
2022 K 
2023 

 
L
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In the event of any sheep losing its tag it must be re-tagged with the original number 
(including the ZSA flock number and year letter) or if replaced with a red replacement 
tag the association MUST be informed that the sheep has been re-tagged and given the 
new tag number. 

The ZSA recommends that the ZSA number and the individual number on the sheep’s 
EID tag

For a list of officially approved tag manufacturers see the Defra website 

www.defra.gov.uk/animalh/id-move/sheep-goats/eartag_makers.htm

On one side of the tag put the ZSA flock 
number with the sheep’s individual 

number followed by the letter. 

On the other side of the tag put 
your UK flock number – UK123456 

with the sheep’s individual number. 

There are lots of different types and 
 tag 

you use is your own personal choice.

On one side of the tag put the sheep’s 
individual number followed by the 
ZSA Year Letter [nothing must 
come in front of the unique 
number. 

On the other side of the tag put 
your UK flock number – 
UK123456 with the individual 
number of each sheep.

or

 

A record of unused tags must be kept.  

Options are:- 
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TOXICITY

Copper is a required mineral for all farm animals but is also potentially poisonous for all. 
Sheep are the most prone to poisoning due to the complicated manner in which it is 
stored and utilised..

Copper levels in the body are influenced by breed, 

age, general health and amounts of other minerals 

in the diet either from concentrates or forage. 

Breeds vary in their ability to absorb dietary copper 

and the continental shortwool sheep are relatively 

susceptible to copper toxicity. Zwartbles fall into 

this category and we must remember that practices 

used for native Cheviots, Welsh or Blackface sheep 

may be dangerous for Zwartbles. 

The poisoning may be sudden (acute) or due to a 

slow build up (chronic). Whichever it is, the clinical 

signs are usually the same and are sudden in onset. 

Acute poisoning may occur following high intakes 

of copper, of more than 20 – 100mg per kg of body 

weight, in feed or by injection. Chronic poisoning 

occurs when the liver’s capacity to store the copper 

is exceeded over a period of time, but the copper is 

still suddenly dumped into the circulation. This 

surfeit is usually due to long term excessive intake, 

such as that from incorrect mineral supplements, 

access to cattle or poultry food, or certain plants in 

the pasture. 

To add to the confusion and complexity a surplus of 

the element molybdenum will reduce available 

copper, whilst a drop in dietary molybdenum will 

cause a rise in available copper possibly to a toxic 

level. 

When the critical level is reached the liver, which 

normally stores the copper in a bound form, 

suddenly releases its stored copper into the blood 

producing a tenfold increase in blood copper. This 

rush is lethal to the red blood cells as well as the 

liver itself. The red blood cells burst; their loss 

produces an inability to carry oxygen around the 

body and their contents block the kidneys causing 

renal failure. Symptoms generally seen relating to 

this are jaundice, anaemia, panting and red-brown 

urine, but in Zwartbles the two former symptoms 

may be very difficult to evaluate and a blood copper 

level may be needed. 

The sheep will appear increasingly weak, wandering 

aimlessly or head-pressing in a corner (symptoms 

common to liver failure). Most individuals will die 

following a short period of recumbency. 

Treatment of copper poisoning is supportive 

therapy, but it is most usually ineffective. However 

injections of ‘binding’ chemicals to strip the copper 

from the blood and intravenous fluids to support 

the circulation are the basis of the treatment. 

Perhaps one of the most worrying aspects is that it 

is often several or many of your flock that have been 

poisoned. 

 

 

Copper Toxicity
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 Prevention of the condition is far more effective than treatment. 
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Avoid

Access to cattle, pig or poultry feeds 

Pasture that has been fertilised with pig or poultry manure or the silage from there 

Mineral supplements or blocks intended for cattle 

Copper sulphate dips left after use 

Over mineralising housed sheep which are often receiving far more copper than they require             
in the concentrate before we even start supplementing.

You CAN and SHOULD

Look at the copper level in feeds used – a normal sheep can cope with as little as 5mg / kg 
(5ppm) but your hay and grain may already have more than this (approx 15 mg / kg or 15ppm), 

Ensure you do not give feeds or supplements intended for other species, 

Test pasture levels of minerals – remember if you test your grass you should have an idea on 
what the hay from there will contain.

Remember that copper  
deficiency is possible also 

producing Swayback in your  
lambs and coat fading in  

adults!
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SCAB

 Sheep Scab is caused by a mite – Psoroptes ovis which causes intense itching, wool loss, 
bleeding wounds, weight loss and represents a significant welfare issue. It is highly 
infectious with just a sin-gle female mite carrying eggs enough to start an infection.  

Sheep carrying scab mites are the most common source of infection, but transport, equipment such as 
scanning trailers, shears, waterproofs, quad bikes can all be a source of an outbreak. 

The UK has nearly eradicated scab – twice. But since sheep scab control was deregulated in 1992, cases 
have exploded with 10,000 cases annually reported.  

Treatment options are dipping with OP dip or injection with a Macrocyclic Lactone (ML) such as Doramectin 
(Dectomax™) or Moxidectin 2% (Cydectin 2%™).  But the first recorded case of ML resistant mites was first 
seen in 2017 and is now widespread.  This has meant a switch back to the use of OP dip and the rise in 
dipping wagons. It should be noted that showers should not be used. Not only are they not licenced or 
effective against scab as they don’t reach the mites living in the ear canal, it is also not advisable to 
aerosolise and then inhale OP dip. 

The main defence against sheep scab is biosecurity – keep scab out. All incoming sheep should be 
quarantined and either tested or treated.  This includes newly purchased sheep from sales, privately or 
sheep that have been away to shows. The sheep scab blood test picks up antibodies if the sheep has been 
exposed to scab mites and will be positive two weeks after exposure. The risk of quarantine treating scab 
with an ML injection is if the sheep are carrying resistant mites it will be ineffective and potentially the 
whole flock will be exposed to resistant mites. For those flocks with showing teams that will be on and off 
the farm all showing season the best course of action is to quarantine the whole show team away from the 
rest of the flock for the whole showing season. Two weeks after the last show, the show team could then 
be blood tested and treated if necessary, before returning to the main flock.   

By Jenny Hull BVetMed MRCVS Advanced practitioner in sheep health and production 

Black Sheep Farm Health, Rothbury, Northumberland 

 

 

 

 

Sheep Scab
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REMEMBER: The main defence against sheep scab is 
biosecurity – keep scab out.  
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5 Wormer Resistance In Sheep 

Jess Odgers MRCVS ~ Quarrydale Zwartbles 

How to avoid developing resistance in 
your flock: 

•  Right product - is the product you are 
   using going to work for the problem you 
   are treating? Do you know what type of 
   worm you are treating? Do you already 
   have worms resistant to one or more 
   classes of drench? Have you done a drench 
   check worm egg count (WEC) to check the 
   product used has worked? 

•  Right amount - Always check the packet 
   for the dose rate and set this to the 
   heaviest animals in the group. Calibrate 
   your dosing guns, number 10 on the dial 
   doesn't mean 10ml will be dispensed! 
   Simply squirt a few doses into a clean 
   syringe or small jug to ensure that the right 
   volume is consistently delivered. Do this 
   every time as the difference in drench 
   viscosities can alter how much is 
   dispensed, for all of my fellow tight 
   Northerners, you can pour this back into 
   the bottle so it isn't wasted! 

•  Right way - check the packet, is it 
   injectable? Under the skin or in the
   muscle? If it's a drench make sure to go 

   over the back of the tongue so it isn’t spat 
   out. Take extra care in lambs, dosing gun 
   injuries can be fatal! 

•  Right animals - Aim to leave 10 - 20% of 
   the group un-treated. Across a group, not 
   all of the lambs or ewes will be struggling 
   with a high worm burden, these ‘good 
   doers’ are visible to your eye being the 
   fittest animals, growing well and not 
   showing signs of scour. Leaving these 
   animals untreated is beneficial, the 
   untreated worms create an ‘in-refugia’ 
   population. This low level burden will 
   outcompete any resistant worms being 
   shed by treated animals and reduce the 
   speed of resistance developing. The same 
   principle can be used at lambing, fit singles 
   and twins are often managing their worm 
   burden well and go on ok without a worm 
   treatment however, triplets, leaner twins 
   or any ill ewes are likely to be shedding 
   more eggs and benefit from a treatment. 

•  Right time - do the sheep need a 
   treatment at this time? Have you done a 
   WEC? Sheep build their own immunity to 
   worms over time, too frequent dosing 

Anthelmintic resistance, or wormer resistance is impacting sheep keepers 

whether you have five ewes or 500. When a worm is ‘resistant’ to a wormer, it 

means that the worm can survive a drench, leaving it alive within the sheep to 

pass eggs onto the pasture.  Resistance to the original three classes of wormer 

(white, yellow, clear) is already widespread across the UK. 

66
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   stops this from developing and leaves us 
   reliant on wormers. Ideally WEC lambs 
   monthly from six weeks of age or turnout 
   for the early lambers. WEC are especially 
   useful pre-tupping, the ewes may surprise 
   you and are often managing the worms 
   well on their own without the need for any 
   treatments. 

•  Quarantine - ALL new animals, don't make
    someone else’s worm resistance problems 
   your own! All new stock should be housed 
   for at least 48 hours and treated with 
   Purple drench (5SI) or a combination of 
   Orange (4AD) and Clear (3ML) drenches. 
   This should clear out any resistant worms 
   in your purchase and they will be ready to 
   continue further isolation on ‘dirty’ 
   pasture, allowing your own ‘brand’ of 
   worms to be picked up. This out-competes 
   anything resistant potentially left in your 
   new sheep. It is also a good opportunity to 
   nip in the bud any other nasties which can 
   threaten your flock including scab, footrot, 
   CODD, and pink eye.  

As well as allowing gradual exposure to build 
the immunity of your flock, you must 
minimise any underlying issues which put 
the brakes on performance. Maintaining 
target body condition of ewes and ensuring 
balanced nutrition is one of the first things to 
consider, many feed companies will test 
haylage for you and aid in planning a ration 
for pre lambing and lactation which supplies 
enough energy and protein to support the 
ewe and her lambs. Lameness, fluke, trace 
elements and diseases such as MV, Johnes 
and OPA are just a few of the other issues to 
keep in check. 

 

 

 

Altering your grazing patterns is a useful way 
of reducing pasture contamination and 
reducing worm burdens. This can be difficult 
depending on your grazing situation, a 
simple start is to ensure you have a record of 
which stock is where and when. That way 
you will know which fields are likely to have 
higher levels of pasture contamination and 
avoid putting lambs on this ground. Fit adult 
sheep should have a higher level of 
immunity and can be used on dirty pastures 
as ‘mops’, this is because they can graze 
pastures with high worm larvae 
contamination but only shed a low egg level 
themselves, essentially ‘cleaning’ the pasture 
of worm larvae. Forecasts based on weather 
conditions are available for free online to 
allow risk based treatments for Nematodirus 
in lambs. Other options to reduce pasture 
contamination include alternating grazing 
with cattle, using silage aftermaths or cover 
crops.  

 The SCOPS (Sustainable Control of 
Parasites in Sheep) website 

(www.scops.org.uk) has plenty of 
resources on different control 

strategies available and your own Vet 
is able to provide a tailored healthplan 
to aid the management of your flock. 
Funding is available towards this and 
worm resistance testing through the 
Animal Health and Welfare Pathway 

from the RPA.
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Written by Eleanor Thornton - Coquet Nook Zwartbles ZSA 01445

When determining when your lambs are ready 
for slaughter, your overall aim is to produce 
an lamb that the consumer wants. This is 
ultimately, a clean, dry lamb which is sold at 
the right time to hit the optimal specification 
for weight, conformation and fat class. When 
weighing lambs there are sev-eral factors to 
consider. 

•  Ensure your weighing equipment is 
   calibrated. 

•  Try to weigh your lambs at the same time of 
   day on each weighing day – a full stomach 

   can weigh twice as much as an empty one 
   and can greatly affect the kill out 
   percentage. 

•  Wet fleeces weigh more than dry ones. 

However, liveweight and visual assessment 
are just a guide, and in order to be more 
accurate with your selection, it is important to 
handle each lamb at the key handling points 
shown in figure 1 to ensure their 
conformation (shape) and fat cover meet your 
target market.

My day job involves sourcing and selecting finished lambs and cattle to the 

appropriate weight and fat specification for Dunbia, while aiming to maximise 

financial returns for the farmers.

Figure 1: Key handling points for lamb selection

68
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Further reading and support on lamb selection is is also available online through  

the levy bodies AHDB and HCC Meat Promotion Wales.

Handling Points - Conformation 

To assess conformation (shape) there are three key areas to focus on 

• The thickness and flesh over the spinous process of the shoulder (A) 

• The fullness of the loin (B) between the spinous and transverse pro-cesses 

• The depth and thickness of the hind leg (C) 

When you are handling, a well conformed lamb will have spinous processes on the shoulder 
that are less prominent to touch with flesh beginning to cre-ate a convex profile and a loin which 
is full and transverse processes difficult to detect. In comparison, a lamb with a poor 
confirmation will have a concave profile over the shoulder where the spinous process is very 
promi-nent and a loin which has little body and transverse processes easy to de-tect. 
Conformation is largely influenced by breed and genetics, but in my experience pure zwartbles 
lambs can comfortably meet the ideal ’R’ grade if not better. 

Handling Points - Fat Cover 

To assess fat class there are three key areas to focus on 

The transverse and spinous processes of the Loin (D) 

The bones in the Dock (E) 

Individual Ribs (F) 

When assessing lambs for fat cover, a lamb with a fat class of 3L will require light to medium 
pressure to detect the bones on the dock, transverse and spinous processes on the loin and 
individual ribs will have a spongey feel. 

Zwartbles are well known for their ability to produce lean, sweet tasting meat. Although 
generally, fat class of a lamb is also largely influenced by the finishing diet and sex. Ewe lambs 
have a tendency to lay fat down easier, followed by castrates, with ram lambs generally handling 
leaner. 

Remember– practice makes perfect! If you are not sure, an experienced friendly farmer 
should be able to help with selection. There are many other variables that can affect the level 
and rate of finish of lambs including grass growth, weather and time of year. 

Further reading and support on lamb selection is is also available online through the levy bodies 
AHDB and HCC Meat Promotion Wales.
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Royal Welsh Show Results

Shearling Ram and 
Over  

1st           D & C Jones 

2nd          G & L Owen 

3rd          N Millar 

4th          H Jackson 

Ram Lamb  

1st           D &C Jones 

2nd          Arfon Lloyd 

3rd          S Inns 

4th          O Soulsby 

Aged Ewe  

1st           N Millar 

2nd          G & L Owen 

3rd            G & L Owen 

4th          A Lloyd 

Shearling Ewe (12 
entries) 

1st           H Jackson 

2nd          D & C Jones 

3rd          D & C Jones 

4th          G & L Owen  

Ewe Lamb  

1st           G & L Owen 

2nd          D & C Jones 

3rd          S Inns 

4th          A Bullen 

Group of Three 

1st           D & C Jones 

2nd          G & L Owen 
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ROYAL WELSH SHOW

22N D JULY 2024      JUDGE MISS FIONA BROWN
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Reserve Champion Neil Millar with his  
Aged ewe Joyfield Khloe K

Champion Hannah Jackson with her 
Shearling Ewe Topnotch Lasting Light

Male Champion 

D & C Jones Danygraig Legend 

Reserve Male Champion 

G & L Owen Hayberries Kane 

Female Champion 

Hannah Jackson Topnotch Lasting Light 

Reserve Female Champion 

Neil Millar Joyfeild Khloe K 

BREED CHAMPION 

Hannah Jackson with her Shearling Ewe 
Topnotch Lasting Light 

RESERVE  

Neil Millar with his Aged Ewe Joyfield Khloe K 

Best opposite Sex to Champion 

Dylan and Charlie Jones with their Shearling 
Ram Danygraig Legend 
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RUAS BALMORAL SHOW

15T H MAY 2024         JUDGE MR ARFON LLOYD
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Ram shearling and 
upwards  

1st           A & R Megarrell 

2nd          C McCracken 

3rd          G Hancock 

4th          I Donald 

Ram Lamb 

1st           C Cromie 

2nd       C McCracken 

3rd        C Cromie 

4th        J Pearl 

Aged Ewe 

1st         J Hare 

2nd       E Anderson 

 

 

Shearling Ewe 

1st         A Bell 

2nd       A & R Megarrell 

3rd        C Cromie 

4th        A & R Megarrell 

Ewe Lamb 

1st         C Cromie 

2nd       S Walker 

3rd        A & R Megarrell  

4th        C McCracken 

Pairs 

1st         C Cromie 

2nd       A & R Megarrell 

Group of Three 

1st         A & R Megarrell  

2nd       C McCracken 

Reserve Champion Killymallaght Limited 
Edition from Andrew & Rachel Megarrell

Champion Beechbrook Lucy  
from Arianna Bell

Female Champion 

Arianna Bell 

Reserve Female Champion 

Rachel Megarrell 

Male Champion 

Rachel Megarrell  

Reserve Male Champion 

Champion Cyril Cromie  

BREED CHAMPION 

Beechbrook Lucy from Arianna Bell 

RESERVE 

Killymallaght Limited Edition from Andrew 
& Rachel Megarrell 
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Great Yorkshire Show Results

Aged Ram 

1st       P S Addison  

2nd      C Anderson  

3rd      N Miller  

4th      H Preston  

Shearling Ram 

1st       S Inns  

2nd      Addison Heigh 
           & Preston  

3rd      M Preston  

4th      B Stayt  

Aged Ewe 

1st       Neil Millar 

2nd      P S Addison  

3rd      R Heigh  

4th      N Henderson 

  

Shearling Ewe  

1st       H Jackson  

2nd      P S Addison  

3rd      R Heigh  

4th      N Henderson  

 

Ram Lamb 

1st       N Henderson  

2nd      J Yardley  

3rd       P S Addison  

4th       S Inns  

 

Ewe Lamb 

1st       P S Addison  

2nd      A Breeze  

3rd      J Yardley  

4th      C Anderson  

 

Pairs  

1st       P S Addison  

2nd      C Anderson  

3rd      M Preston  

4th      J Yardley  

 

Groups of 3  

1st       C Anderson  

2nd      S Inns  

3rd      A Breeze  

4+       K A Robinson  
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GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOW 

9T H -  12T H JULY      JUDGE MR ALLY BAIRD
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Reserve Champion Hayberries Lauralie 
from Peter & Susan Addison

Champion Topnotch Lasting Light 
from Hannah Jackson

Male Champion 

N Henderson  

Reserve Male Champion 

J Yardley  

Female Champion 

H Jackson  

Reserve Female Champion  

P S Addison  

BREED CHAMPION  

H Jackson  

RESERVE 

P S Addison  
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Royal Highland Show Results
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ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW 2024

21S T  JUNE 2024     JUDGE MR ARFON LLOYD
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Aged Ram  

1st       B Gibson  

2nd      L Crum & N Millar 

3rd       A Baird 

4th       T and I Goldie 

Shearling Ram 

1st        C Rae 

2nd      H Jackson 

3rd       K & W Anderson  

4th       C Bissett 

Aged Ewe 

1st        N Millar 

2nd      A Baird 

3rd       N Henderson 

4th       B Gibson 

 

Shearling Ewe (10 
entries) 

1st       A Baird 

2nd      N Henderson 

3rd       B Gibson 

4th       H Jackson 

Ram Lamb 

1st       C Rae 

2nd      N Henderson 

3rd       H Jackson 

4th       T & I Goldie 

Ewe Lamb 

1st       A Baird 

2nd      N Henderson  

3rd       C Rae 

4th       K and W Anderson 

 

Reserve Champion Conic KeanuChampion Greystone Laurel

Male Champion 

B Gibson Conic Keanu 

Reserve Male Champion 

C Rae Wallacetown Maverick 

Female Champion 

A Baird Greystone Laurel 

Reserve Female Champion 

Champion N Henderson Aquila L’hoste 

BREED CHAMPION 

Greystone Laurel from A Baird & M 
McLaren 

RESERVE 

Conic Keanu from B Gibson 
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Royal Bath and West Show Results

Aged Ram 

1st       M Northmore 

Shearling Ram 

1st       D & C Jones 

2nd      J Case 

3rd      M Northmore 

Ram Lamb 

1st       C & C Clark 

2nd      G Gribble 

Aged Ewe 

1st       M Northmore 

Shearling Ewe 

1st       D & C Jones 

2nd      D & C Jones 

3rd       J Case 

4th      J Case 

Ewe Lamb 

1st       D & C Jones 

2nd      G Gribble 

3rd       J Case 

4th       J Case 

 

Pairs 

1st       D & C Jones 

2nd      M Northmore 

Group of Three 

1st       D & C Jones 

2nd      C & C Clark 

 

CHAMPION 

D & C Jones 

RESERVE 

D & C Jones 

www.zwartbles.org

ROYAL BATH AND WEST SHOW 

30T H MAY -  I S T  JUNE 2024      JUDGE MR ALLY BAIRD
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Champion Danygraig Lavender
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Royal Cornwall Show Results
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ROYAL CORNWALL SHOW

JUNE 6T H 2024      JUDGE MR ASHTON SELWAY
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Aged Ram 

1st       J Kestell 

2nd       P & G Browne 

3rd       Miss S Pennington 

4th       M Northmore 

Shearling Ram 

1st        P & G Browne 

2nd       J Kestell 

3rd       M Northmore 

4th       P & G Browne 

Ram Lamb 

1st        J Kestell 

2nd       J Kestell 

3rd       Miss C Dawe 

4th       Miss S Pennington 

 

 

 

 

Aged Ewe 

1st        J Kestell 

2nd       J Kestell 

3rd       Miss S Hooper 

4th       Miss R Willey 

Shearling Ewe 

1st       P & G Browne 

2nd       J Kestell 

3rd       J Kestell 

4th       P & G Browne 

Ewe Lamb 

1st        J Kestell 

2nd       Miss S Hooper 

3rd       J Kestell 

4th       Miss C Dawe 

 

 

Group 

1st        J Kestell 

2nd       Miss C Dawe 

3rd       P & G Browne 

4th       Miss S Pennington 

Male Champion 

J Kestell 

Reserve Male Champion 

P & G Browne 

Female Champion 

P & G Browne 

Reserve Female Champion 

J Kestell 

BREED CHAMPION  

J Kestell 

RESERVE 

P & G Browne 

Reserve Champion Cernyw LolaChampion Rockford Midnight Legacy
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Great Yorkshire Show Results

Aged Ram 

Aged Ram  

1st     P & S Addison 

2nd   M & H Preston 

3rd    B Stayt 

4th    J Yardley 

 

Shearling Ram 

1st     S Inns 

2nd   B Stayt 

3rd    P & S Addison 

4th    D & C Jones 

 

Ram Lamb  

1st     J Thorburn 

2nd   D & C Jones 

3rd    J Yardley 

4th    R Heigh 

Aged Ewe  

1st      J Thorburn 

2nd   R Heigh 

3rd    E Burton 

4th    R Heigh 

 

Shearling Ewe 

1st     R Heigh 

2nd   J Thorburn 

3rd    D & C Jones 

4th    P & S Addison 

 

Ewe Lamb  

1st     P & S Addison 

2nd   J Thorburn 

3rd    E Burton 

4th    R Heigh 

 

Pairs 

1st     D & C Jones 

2nd   P & S Addison 

3rd      J Thorburn 

4th    S Inns 

 

Group of Three 

1st     J Thorburn 

2nd   D & C Jones 

3rd    A Williams 

4th    O Soulsby 
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ROYAL THREE COUNTIES SHOW 
NATIONAL SHOW 

15TH JUNE 2024     JUDGE MR JOHN STEVENSON
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Reserve Champion Hayberries KeystoneChampion Holmlea Karenza

Female Champion 

Holmlea Karenza from John 
Thorburn  

Reserve Female Champion 

Brookdene Luckystar from 
Raymond Heigh 

Male Champion  

Hayberries Keystone from 
Peter & Susan Addison 

Reserve Male Champion 

Bingheleia Kiwi from Martin 
and Harry Preston 

BREED CHAMPION  

Holmlea Karenza 
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5CONTROLLED 

BREEDING 

I have split this into simple sections :  Why ? How ? 

Why Bother ?  

Lots of people will tell you that they just pick a date 

and turn the tup in amongst the ewes and they get 

great results! 

The main reason for manipulating the breeding 

season and ultimately the lambing date is one of 

efficiency. By controlling the lambing time we can 

get the maximum number of ewes to lamb in the 

minimum time. This results in less labour to watch 

them lamb or lambing to coincide with work / 

school holidays etc, more efficient feeding of the 

ewes pre-lambing and post lambing . It gives a more 

compact even group of lambs that can be handled 

as a single group, resulting in less waste of 

veterinary medicines , creep feed and ultimately a 

group that if destined for the sale ring are more 

even in size resulting in better prices. Those 

destined for the prime lamb sales can go in a larger 

batch resulting in fewer trips to market. 

How ? 

In its simplest form, controlled breeding can be 

achieved through flushing of the ewes pre-tupping. 

This involves restricting the nutrition of the ewes for 

about a month and then introducing them on to a 

rich sward for a couple of weeks before introducing 

the tups. The increased nutrition encourages the 

ewes to cycle and also to produce a larger crop of 

lambs. 

Teaser tups or vasectomised males can be used to 

further tighten the lambing period. The teasers are 

introduced around a fortnight prior to the tups, the 

presence and “attention” of the males encourages 

the ewes to start to cycle. When the tups are put in 

the bulk of the flock should be ready to mate in the 

first week . 

Regulin implants are occasionally advocated for 

bringing forward the breeding season in sheep. 

These are melatonin devices that mimic the 

decreasing daylength responsible for inducing the 

breeding season in sheep. With the lambing date 

now at 1st January, there is little need for these in 

the Zwartbles breed. 

Medical synchronisation of the ewe revolves around 

the use of synthetic progesterones generally in 

combination with PMSG. 

Chronogest Sponges - The original form of 

synchronisation and still the most commonly used. 

Small sponges coated in progestagen are inserted 

intra-vaginally for 12 days and then removed. 

Generally an injection of PMSG is given at this time 

to increase ovulation rate and litter size (less of an 

issue in Zwartbles than other breeds!) 

The rams are introduced 36 hours later at a rate of 

one ram to 5-8 ewes. 

For fixed time AI , insemination is usually around 54 

hours later. 

Controlled Breeding in Sheep

80
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CIDR Ovis - Cidrs have been available in 

the UK for sheep for the last three years. 

They have a similar mode of action to 

sponges, just a different design, being small 

Y-shaped devices coated with progesterone. 

Many people prefer them as they are smaller 

and easier to insert than sponges, 

particularly in gimmers which tend to be less 

roomy. 

Prostaglandin Injections - The use of 

prostaglandin injections given 7-9 days 

apart has been used to synchronise ewes, 

but as the product is generally a vet only 

administered injection it is a protocol rather 

used outwith experimental farms. 

 

 

 

 

 

81

Important Points  
 
Ewes for synchronisation should have been 
weaned at least 3-4 weeks  

Ewes should be aimed to have a body 
condition score of 3-3.5 at mating 

Order your sponges and PMSG well in 
advance, in certain years there have been 
delays or shortages of both products  

Cleanliness and gently insertion of the devices 
are important  

Have a pre-breeding check carried out on your 
ram prior to inserting sponges - NO RAM = NO 
LAMBS 

If using AI with CIDRs, check with your 
provider as there is a difference in the timing 
of insemination compared with sponges 

Approximate conception rates of 70% can be 
achieved
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There is a range of differences between exhibitors in how they organise their 
showing year, select their potential show team and then feed and begin 
their show preparations. 

In this brief introduction to getting ready for 

showing, some ideas on how to achieve a well 

presented show animal are given. This is certainly 

not the only course to take and many exhibitors will 

have their own special ways to get their animals 

prepared. Our only advice to the new exhibitor is to 

talk to as many other exhibitors as possible and pick 

their brains on how to go about show preparation.  

You will find exhibitors will probably give you 

slightly different advice on what to do, but by using 

this information you will eventually end up with the 

ideal way for yourself and gain that satisfaction of 

presenting your animal in front of a judge in as good 

show condition as possible. 

One question often comes up and that is when 

should the showing year start? Again this depends 

very much on an individual. Many exhibitors will say 

that this will start as early as possible and begins 

with watching your lambs as they play to first of all 

make sure they are correct in their markings and 

then look for those that ‘show themselves off’. This 

will give you the basis of which animals may 

potentially end up in your show team together with 

those adults that have show potential. 

You now need to consider your feeding regime.   

Most show animals need to be presented in show 

condition, but not too fat. This will depend on two 

main things. 

1.    Giving the correct amount of hard feed to 

        help improve the animals condition. 

2.   Knowing your own animals, enabling you to 

        give the correct amount of hard feed – Some 

        animals need more feed to achieve the same 

        end result. 

All Zwartbles sheep being shown, must be sheared 

between 1st January and 1st May in the year they are 

to be shown, see ZSA Rule 7. Remember after 

shearing the fleece is very short and begins to 

regrow quite slowly at first. If you are planning on 

showing animals at shows early in the season you 

need to take this into account when considering 

when to shear. A later shorn sheep will look very 

bare compared to an animal shorn earlier. The other 

consideration is the time of year as the animals may 

need to be housed after shearing and possibly 

covered with a rug for a while in order to acclimatise 

to the change in temperature. 

In a show environment you will need to be able to 

lead your sheep – to initially get to the show ring 

and then to move to the required position 

requested by the judge. Initially any sheep on the 

end of a halter will not lead naturally.  If you try to 

apply any pressure on the halter the sheep 

responds by pulling back as it feels the pressure of 

the halter on its head. Once the sheep begins to 

move initially it will often leap into the air and can 

Some Tips On Show Preparation
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on occasions throw itself down. Release the 

pressure and the animal will settle again ready to 

start round 2. This behaviour is only temporary until 

the sheep is used to the halter. Then it is possible to 

learn it to lead and once learned is not forgotten. 

You have now reached the stage of a well behaved 

sheep in good condition and with a reasonable 

length of fleece ready for trimming.  It is possible to 

trim your sheep on a halter tied to something 

secure but your sheep’s natural reaction is to twist 

away so it is good advice to invest in a headstock 

which prevents this. Also a dressing/trimming stand 

makes the job of dressing easier as it raises the 

sheep up to a good working height. This 

incorporates a headstock so that the sheep is held 

safely and securely. 

The first job to perform on your sheep is to wash 

your sheep thoroughly with a livestock shampoo 

making sure it is rinsed clean afterwards and then 

allowed to dry thoroughly, preferably outside as this 

makes the drying process much quicker. The main 

equipment needed to dress your sheep is a set of 

sharp offset shears, a carding comb and preferably 

some fleecefix to help to condition the fleece.  

Now on to trimming your sheep. First of all dampen 

the fleece with a fine spray before starting to card 

the fleece. The carding comb is used to make the 

fleece stand up. If you let the comb go in too deep 

you will find it almost impossible to pull the comb 

through the fleece without lifting up the sheep. The 

knack is to let the comb go into the fleece just 

enough to pull the top section up into a ‘frizz’. With 

practice you will learn how to insert the comb to 

provide a consistent standing frizz all over the 

animal. 

The hand shears should be used to trim the raised 

fleece by laying the flat of the blade on the fleece 

with a very small amount of downward pressure 

and operating the shears as they are moved along 

the animal. The shears will have the effect of 

flattening the base of the fleece whilst removing the 

carded up fleece. The result will be the removal of 

the brown sun bleached part of the fleece leaving 

the true black colour.  This process may need to be 

repeated to remove all of the brown wool. It is 

better to trim little and often for good results as 

trimming too deep can leave ‘holes’ in the fleece. 

One suggested order of trimming is to start on the 

back of the animal and get it nice and level. Then 

work down each side giving the animal a neat shape 

overall. When the trimming is completed to your 

satisfaction a final spray with fleecefix is useful, 

followed by patting the fleece down with a wooden 

patter. It is useful to rug your sheep after trimming 

as it will keep the animal clean before showing. 

 

www.zwartbles.org
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This notice supersedes all previous notices of costs and overrides ANY printed  
material which you may have in your possession.

Paper Registrations: Females 
(Each)

Fee increase 
after six months 

old (Each)
Males 
(Each)

Fee increase 
after six months 

old (Each)

£6.00 £16.00 £25.00 £35.00

£7.00 £17.00 £26.00 £36.00

Online Registrations: Females 
(Each)

Fee increase 
after six months 

old (Each)

Males 
(Each)

Fee increase 
after six months 

old (Each)

£5.00 £16.00 £25.00 £35.00

£7.00 £17.00 £26.00 £36.00

Imported sheep: Ewes & Rams £20.00 each 

Transfer Fee £7.00 each (payable by purchaser) 

 £2.00 each 

First Year Membership fee Full Junior Associate 

(includes £10 joining fee  
& £10 Flock Name Registration) £65.00 £42.50 £20.00 

 Annual Membership fee  Full Junior Associate 

If paid by cheque £45.00 £22.50 £20.00 

If paid by standing order £40.00 £22.50 £20.00   

These fees are subject to Annual Review.

2
0

2
5ASSOCIATION 

FEES 
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All you need for your Zwartbles flock..

zwartble advert 2025.indd   1 09/04/2025   13:24:14

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

% OFF SE5

ZWWAARTB
SHEEP ASSO

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

m

teso help the livorking t

N

GSATA M

W

ET T

OCIA
BLES

ATTION

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

earwtfot smanagemen
eed liv cloud bas

armerock f

EW

oWarmMyF

t

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

ion
er or

.e
ockts

sork

EW

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

SHEEP ASSO
MEMBE

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

op
ph

cA

mOCIAATTION
ERS * 

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

e!tion. Find out morp
tcripthly subs. Monhone

our computccess with y

earwtfot smanagemen

NE

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

“Shearwell t
second to no

can see they h
designed by a

They do the job

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

one! Y
tags are 

Yoou 
have been 
a farmer. 
b and don’t 

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

NE

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

EW

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 01643 841611   ALLC

* Membership number required
at time of ordering

They do the job and don t 
give you any problems.”

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
sorkw.wfy.mw.ww

th tria one monFREE
w

www.shearwell.c

arm.

                       

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
s

co.uk

al

Zwartbles Yearbook 2025 Cover.qxp_Layout 1  15/04/2025  20:10  Page 2


	Zwartbles Yearbook 2025 Cover.pdf
	Zwartbles Yearbook 2025.pdf

