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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
LAMBING  I   EVENTS 

I am sitting writing this in our small farm office looking out of the 

window at another horrible cold wet day and not a good weather 

forecast to be seen anywhere. However we are a resilient lot and will 

just keep doing what we do as farmers and shepherds.  
 
Some of you will be finished lambing and will be watching your hard work and sleepless 
nights growing in front of your eyes I’m hoping you think it has been worthwhile. I am 
aware some of you have been struck with Schmallenburgh. It is a hard enough job at 
the best of times but to have to cope with this as well!!                                                                        

Some of you will be in the middle of lambing, keep going. Some of you will be yet to start, 
I have my fingers crossed for you that the spring does indeed turn up! 

Shows are not that far away and I wish you all the best of luck that are competing, it is a 
great showcase for our breed. 

To the members of council, Christina, our president, judges, inspectors, people who 
supply sheep and man stands at NSA events and anybody else who helps the association 
throughout the year you have my grateful thanks. We all have busy lives and to fit more 
in is very much appreciated. As they say “if you want something done ask a busy person” 

Kindest regards to you all 

 

  

Gillian 

3
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Honorary Life members
Penny Aikenhead Christine Caunter 

Lorna Murray Joan Rowlands 

Bob Gibson 

Officers
Chairman Gillian Blamire 

Vice-Chairman  Ally Baird  

Treasurer Cyril Cromie 

President Martin Preston  

Secretary  Christina Cormack 

Zwartbles Sheep Association

Oxnam Neuk Farm 
Oxnam, Jedburgh 
Scottish Borders 

TD8 6RE 

Tel: 01835 864555 

www.zwartbles.org 

email: secretary@zwartbles.org 

REGIONAL BRANCHES 
  Below are the contact details for your local branch

Northern Ireland 

Cyril Cromie Tel: 02897 565486 

Southern Ireland 

Pauline Murphy 

zsasouthernirelandbranch@gmail.com  

Scotland 

Kate Flynn  Tel: 07355 820666 

Northern England 

Susan Addison Tel: 07875 373063 

Central England 

Kathryn Hopkins Tel: 07984 929755 

Southern England 

Mimi Machin Tel: 07817 778894 

Wales 

Susan Rowlands Tel: 07980 411783 
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As we ran towards the farmers Homestead, my Mom was 
shouting  “There’s a dog chasing your sheep!” 

A swift response ensued, no dog was found and the 

gathered frightened flock was uninjured. The farmer 

thanked us and gave me a sixpence. This formed my 

first formative childhood introduction to 

shepherding. 

I continued to visit the CO-OP mixed Dairy farm and 

neighboring farmers over the next 15 years. I learnt 

my basic shepherding & livestock skills within the 

picturesque landscapes of the Lancashire valleys and 

Yorkshire moors. 

Having decided that livestock farming would be my 

future career, I pursued the path of academia through 

the Lancashire College of Agriculture & Horticulture 

and Harper Adams University. Subsequently, I was 

employed by Harper University. to manage research 

projects within the sheep flocks, beef & pig units. This 

gave me an extremely good insight into present and 

future livestock research and indirectly led me to my 

future long-term career within the arable and 

horticultural sectors. I migrated from livestock to 

forage, root, combinable and innovative arable crop 

research within the esteemed NIAB.  

I was promoted within NIAB to Centre manager, 

conducting research and development in Shropshire, 

Cheshire and other centers within England and South 

Wales over the past 35 years. 

Shortly after joining NIAB I purchased a smallholding 

and started up a small commercial flock of my own. I 

sold direct to customers and soon built up a loyal 

clientele. I was heavily reliant on a local 

butcher/abattoir which did an excellent job. The meat 

was hung to set properly and the carcass sawn into 

the classic cuts at a reasonable cost. However 

changing EU legislation in the 1990’s and expansion 

of the local abattoir to handle beef forced me to find 

suitable alternative facilities proved very difficult over 

the coming years.  

 In the early 1990’s, I met my future husband, Henry, 

who was introduced to the world of sheep. He was a 

newly qualified horticulturist/tree surgeon and 

worked at Harper Univ. 

We married in 1998 and have two sons, Ben and 

Harry. 

With a very limited acreage of grazing swards and 

overwintering fodder beet we had to decide which 

breed of sheep and shepherding system to follow that 

would not interfere with my career and our family life. 

Over the decades I have worked with many sheep 

breeds and conducted breeding research programs. 

I had become disillusioned with the traditional UK 

meat line breeds and was not happy to venture into 

the texel or early emerging Beltex pure breds. I was 

heading towards my beloved Beulah or Charollais to 

cross with a suitable sire or breed pure. 

Then, by chance in the early millennium whilst crop 

monitoring near to Shrewsbury, I saw the “Black 

beauties” grazing a neighboring field. I had to find out 

more about this non-native breed. Over the next 

decade, I became more familiar with their 

characteristics, both good and bad. To me, they 

became irresistible, I had found my future breeding 

flock, it would be Zwartbles.  

The Adeney  
Flock: 00175  
Cathy & Henry Johnson
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I started with five Zwartbles from Beryl Cope (Crofters 

flock) and put them to the Suffolk tup. The cross bred 

ewe lambs were retained for future breeding. These 

ran alongside my pure bred Suffolks, Beulah and 

commercial crosses. I was extremely impressed with 

the ease of lambing and the maternal side of the 

ewes. The immediate problem was getting hold of 

suitable Zwartble tups. We joined the ZSA in 2002/3 

and purchased blood lines from Miss Marrigold 

DeQuincy the Somerwood flock, Mrs Williams Bobet 

flock, Berrington, Mendip, East Middle and Pistyll 

flocks to build up maternal blood lines. During the 

early years we used Artificial insemination of semen 

from Wolfclyde & Greenhill flocks to get around the 

lack of available tups. As the Zwartbles popularity 

grew we were able to purchase champion blood stock 

and improve the paternal lines by introducing 

bloodlines from Westcroft, Cernyw,Barmoll and 

Cynefin flocks. 

During 2023 we purchased two tups: East Middle 

Jezki, bred by the late Charles Scott, jointly owned by 

Colin Rae & Stuart Craig. Jezki is a prolific show 

winner, unbeaten as a shearling, including back-to-

back male champion at the Royal Highland, reserve 

champion Scottish National and male champion at 

the 2023 Carlisle Premier sale. His offspring are 

already heading the Champion line-ups. 

We also purchased Stainmore King Julian, bred by 

Miss Brown.  

Both these rams have exceptional conformation that 

will hopefully maintain and improve upon our 

existing bloodlines for the future.  

Zwartbles Yearbook 2024.qxp_Layout 1  16/04/2024  09:03  Page 9
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Founded in 2007 with the purchase of sheep from the Mittonvale and Mill Thorn flocks 
whose progeny are still prevalent in the flock today. 

The flock was added to with the additions from 

Speyside, Cynefin, Joyfield, Killymallaght, Torranyard 

and Janetstown flocks amongst others. Originally run 

alongside the family’s flock of 500+ ewes the 

Zwartbles had to earn their place on the farm, which 

with the help of a little luck they did. Mittonvale 

"good sheep" came in-lamb to a Berrington ram and 

produced Aquila Bad Boy Z who crossed with 

Mittonvale "big sheep" to produce a mid-April born 

ram lamb named Aquila Top Gun. 

This lamb led us into our first year showing Zwartbles 

in 2012 as a non MV accredited Any Other Breed! The 

story normally goes we went along had some fun and 

were last, however Top Gun placed 1st Any Other 

Breed ram and went on to be Champion at our local 

(confined) show Gargunnock. Taking our newfound 

confidence, we headed to Stirling show the following 

week along with our good friend and fellow breed 

promoter Joy Koelle, AKA Cloverfield Zwartbles, 

where we again surpassed expectations receiving 

Reserve AOB with the same shearling ram. The 

damage by this point was irreversible and the 

Zwartbles were removed from the cross ewes and the 

first of the MV tests were completed. The flock 

obtained its MV status early the next year and the 

decision to enter Ayr show was taken, for a first 

attempt in a strong section of sheep we were 

delighted to take home Reserve Champion with a 

Cynefin gimmer Willow, and two second place tickets 

with three sheep.  

Lambing 2013 was to be a significant moment in the 

Aquila's Flock development with a Killymallaght ewe 

producing a tup lamb by Top Gun and a full brother 

to Top Gun being born. Aquila Aftershock and Action 

Man were the lambs in question and their impact on 

the breed for the Smiddyhill and Janetstown flock 

Aquila Zwartbles  
Flock: 00472
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included Smiddyhill Carol - Scottish National 

Champion 2016, Janetstown Balvenie - Scottish 

National Champion 2015 who went on to sell for 

£1900, Smiddyhill Caesar - Male Champion RHS 2015 

sold for £1400. There have been a few other instances 

of Aquila sheep producing for others including 

Hayberries Hard Copy (selling for £1800) and 

Halestorm by Aquila Duplicate. Joyfield Just A Babe 

£2000 and Jaegerbomb £1800 by Aquila Grand Slam. 

Janetstown Kelpie £1900 by Aquila Jumanji.  

There have been several sheep exported to Ireland 

both north and south, over the years this has become 

trickier to achieve but the decision was made at 

Aquila a few years ago to breed from scrapie resistant 

rams and the flock is now fully genotyped with 90% 

being type group one at present.  

The breeding policy at Aquila was started on a 

commercial basis, although we love the big flashy 

upstanding sheep, we try to combine those traits with 

some more functional ones, fleshing abilities being 

an important one we really want a ewe that will look 

after herself and produce a saleable product whether 

at the Premier sale or in the local auction fat ring. I'm 

not saying they want to be Beltex's but it's more 

sustainable for the flock if we can maintain viable 

commercial value. We also focus strongly on maternal 

traits, milkiness, mothering ability and a general 

correctness of structure. This focus has allowed us to 

incorporate some of the mismarked females back 

into the flock as recipients for our Castleview 

Charollais flock, a role they carry out exceptionally 

well for us. The desire to produce a type of sheep, 

whether the ideal type or not, a point that can be 

debated long and hard, has left Aquila with a very 

consistent type of sheep which in turn has led us to 

being the Scottish flock competition winners on two 

separate occasions.  

The flock attended its first Highland Show is 2013 

much to Duncan's dismay but he does moan about 

most things. We placed 2nd ewe and 4th and 5th 
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shearling gimmers and were thoroughly delighted 

and have continued to support the show every year 

since with Killymallaght Coolio collecting a Male 

Champion and Reserve Overall in 2017. Last year, 

2023 Aquila Jitterbug bettered her reserve spot from 

the showcase show to being tapped out Overall Breed 

Champion. The flock has travelled to compete at the 

GYS on a few occasions, being placed Male Champion 

and Reserve Overall with ram lamb Aquila Eutopia in 

2017.  

The flock try to support the Premier sale as well as 

selling sheep/semen privately. Some of the notable 

sheep sold at auction include Aquila Capetown £800, 

Aquila Earthquake £1000, Aquila Globe Trotter £1000, 

Aquila Joyful Copy £1600, Aquila LuckySonOfACopy 

£1800.  

Zwartbles sheep have allowed us to travel Britain 

extensively attending shows in all corners of the UK. 

We have met some brilliant people with a common 

interest while being aware that some others think 

we're a bit nutty. We also like to do our bit to help the 

breed with Duncan being a past chairman for the 

Scottish branch and myself having served a term on 

council, thankfully the arrival of children kept me 

down to one term! We have also hosted an open day 

for the SZSA in 2017 and were delighted to be part of 

the Welsh branch tour in 2023 which was a 

tremendous effort by them.  

 

Aquila Zwartbles 2007-2024 and a good bit beyond! 

 

www.zwartbles.org
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John Stevenson

Hello everyone my name is John Stevenson, I am 3rd 

generation Dairy farmer alongside arable and sheep 

in Saltburn by the sea North Yorkshire. I have bred 

and successfully shown pedigree livestock since 

being a small child. My wife and I began breeding 

Zwartbles in 2013 (Liverton flock) I feel really 

honoured and looking forward to be judging the 

National show 2024  

 

Meet the Judge 
National Show 2024  
Three Counties show Saturday 15th June

www.zwartbles.org
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Hi, I am Miles Northmore aged 13. I live on a small 

holding by the coast in south Devon, I started my 

journey of pedigree Zwartbles in 2014 .  
 

We lambed the ewes both having singles Alston 

manor cosie who we still have today and a whether 

called Rocky, who I showed in the ram lamb class at 

our local agricultural show after persuading my mum 

to let me show him, the judge was astonished and 

even got on his knees to check the authenticity of his 

gender!! Obviously I came last but I was only 3-years 

old. This was my first introduction to showing with 

adults in the Zwartble classes. From this day I was 

hooked on showing and Rocky didn’t make the next 

show but made the plate.  

With the guidance and patience of  Martin Pearce and 

Judith Lapthorne in the early days I showed our 

home bred Zwartbles at Devon County Show, Royal 

Cornwall and many other agricultural  shows. 

Judith helped me to learn the art of trimming of 

which I do all my own now and Martin with the ring 

craft and showmanship. 

In the early days I was shy and struggled to talk to the 

judges even sometimes to look at them but as time 

went on with the encouragement of other Zwartble 

breeders I became more at ease. 

 

My first big win was at the Royal Cornwall Show 

young handlers in 2017. Showing my home-bred ram 

lamb I won the junior young handler and then after 

swapping sheep in the final I took Reserve champion,  

this fuelled my passion of showing and with Jethro 

Kimber giving me some tips and watching him 

prepare his sheep for the ring I started to up my game. 

 

Alston Manor 
Zwartbles 
Flock:  01280 

www.zwartbles.org
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Jason Kestell also took me under his wing and has 

helped me with show prep and confidence.  

This confidence has given me the opportunity to 

show in the adult breed classes at county shows and 

hold my own. 

2023 has by far been my most outstanding year. It 

started with lots of wins at Devon county Show in the 

breed classes and went reserve champion with my 

aged ram. Then the pinnacle was winning a huge 

young handler class that took 1 1/2 hours to judge. 

I then went reserve champion for the young handler 

overall and this qualified me for the RBST young 

handler of the year show at Stafford Winter Fair, in 

November 2023. 

My success continued over the summer with my 

homebred aged ewe taking home one champion and 

two reserve champions with many other 1st places.  

I attended the young shepherd of the year finals and 

although showing a different breed because the show 

was for native breeds only. I learnt all about Rylands 

and their quirks that morning as I was not told what 

breed I would be showing until I arrived at the show. 

I prepared my sheep, entered the ring and kept my 

eye on the judge and the sheep the whole time. 

I was shocked to be pulled to the front in the top 10, 

and then to be placed 6th in the country was 

phenomenal, the whole experience from start to 

finish has only given me more motivation for 2024. 
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ASSOCIATION RULES 2024

ZWARTBLES SHEEP ASSOCIATION

1)    Membership 

a)    Full Membership: open to keepers of 
       registered Zwartbles Sheep; allows 
       receipt of correspondence and one vote 
       per Membership.   

b)    Associate Membership: open to non-
       keepers of registered Zwartbles Sheep; 
       allows receipt of correspondence 
       and no entitlement to voting.    

c)    Honorary Life Members – Honorary 
       Life Membership may be conferred as 
       a gift of council for outstanding 
       services to the Association. 

d)    Subscriptions are due annually on 1st 
       January. 

e)   Standing Order forms are obtainable 
       from the Secretary. 

f)    Junior membership is until the age of 18 
       when the membership will change to a 
       full member. 

2)    Flock Name/Ram Name      

a)    Members must register a Flock Name 
       which will appear on the Pedigree 
       Certificate of all lambs registered as 
       being bred by that Member. 

b)    Registration of a Flock Name is 
       conditional upon: 

       i)    Payment of the Flock Name 
             Registration Fee 

       ii)  The name not being already 
             registered by another ZSA Member 
             and acceptable by Council. 

c)    i)    Naming of Males is Compulsory 

       ii)  Rams can only be given a name if 
             there is a Flock Name registered 
             with the Association 

       iii) Pedigree Certificates will not be 
             changed retrospectively i.e. the Ram 
             name will only appear on Pedigree 
             Certificates printed after the date of 
             naming. 

       iv)  Any name, which cannot consist of 
             more than 30 characters including 
             the Flock name, must start with 
             the Year Letter. 

       v)   Ram names cannot be used more 
             that once within a Flock. 

       vi)  Ram names will not be issued by 
             the Association if thought to be 
             inappropriate by Council. 

3)    Conditions of Entry into the Flock 
       Book 

a)    Only sheep from fully registered 
       Zwartbles parents are eligible for 
       registration. 

b)    All applications for registration must 
       include two generations of registered 
       parents, Date of Birth and Mode (i.e. 
       single/twin/triplet - 1/2/3/) 

c)    Imported sheep must be registered 
       with the ZSA for their progeny to be 
       eligible for registration. 

d)    A ‘Ram Service Certificate’ should be 
       forwarded with the registration 
       application where AI or ‘other ownership’ 
       ram has been used. This can be obtained 
       from the Secretary. 
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4)    Members’ Flock Number & Sheep 
       Identification 

a)    Upon acceptance into the Association 
       every Member must contact their
       regional government office for the issue 
       of a national flock number. 

b)    Flocks will also be issued with a ZSA 
       number, e.g. 01,02,03, etc. by the 
       Association. 

c)    i)    The Association requires registered 
             sheep, born after 1st  January 2005 to 
             be tagged with a Year Letter,
             Individual unique Number and 
             Association Flock Number.    

       ii)   The Association will not recognise 
             animals born after 1st January 2005 
             not so identified.   

             All sheep must be tagged before 
             an application is made for 
             registration.    

       iii)  Members should check with DEFRA, 
             or their equivalent Government 
             organisation, that they also comply 
             with current Government tagging 
             regulations. 

       iv)  The annual year letter is:  

             Lambs born in 2021 (1st January 
             to 31st December) = J 

             Lambs born in 2022 (1st January 
             to 31st December) = K 

             Lambs born in 2023 (1st January to 
             31st December) = L 

             Lambs born in 2024 (1st January to 
             31st December) = M 

             Lambs born in 2025 (1st January to 
             31st December) = N 

d)    Tags may be purchased from Members’ 
       choice of supplier. 

e)    All sheep to be tagged in accordance 
       with Government legislation.  

f)    In the event of any sheep losing its tag it 
       must be re-tagged with the original 
       number or if replaced with a red 
       replacement tag the association MUST 
       be informed that the sheep has been 

       re-tagged and given the new tag 
       number. 

5)    Registration in Flock Book 

a)    Only fully paid-up members will be 
       allowed to register sheep; this should be 
       the breeder or importer. Lambs must be 
       born on or after 1st January (as of 
       January 2019). 

b)    All pure-bred lambs born in the season 
       must be registered with the Association 
       by 5 months of age.  After this date late 
       registration fees apply.   

c)    Sheep must be registered before the 
       end of their shearling year, registration 
       after this is not permissible.   

d)    Upon purchase, all new owners should 
       transfer the sheep into their ownership, 
       with the appropriate fee. 

e)    Sheep purchased at Official Sales will 
       be transferred automatically. 

f)     All members must complete an annual 
       flock return each year showing how 
       many animals they own, failure to do so 
       will result in lambs not being registered 
       until it is completed. 

6)    Lambs not Suitable for Registration 

Lambs should not be submitted for 
registration under the following  

circumstances:- 

a)    Abnormalities including but not 
       restricted to: 

       i)    Over/Under shot jaws  

       ii)   Twisted feet 

       iii)  Twisted tails  

       iv)  Blindness, blue, china or wall eyes, 
             either total or partial 

       v)   Arrow tipped tail (this has appeared 
             in the Dutch flock and is described as 
             a tail whose end vertebrae appear to 
             have been squashed flat, as if ironed 
             flat) 

       vii) Sexual defects - i.e. rams without two 
             sufficiently developed testicles 
             apparent in the scrotum    
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b)    Docked Tail 

c)    All ram lambs must conform to the 
       breed standard, females can be 
       registered if they do not meet the breed 
       standard. 

7)    Shearing 

a)    All sheep to be shorn after 1st January 
       annually.   

b)    All sheep being shown must be shorn 
       bare after the 1st January and before 1st 
       May in the year of showing. 

8)    Official ZSA Breed Sales and Shows 

a)    PRE-SALE ARRANGEMENTS 

       All rams must conform to the breed 
       standard 

       1)   Minimum Entry – If less than 60 
             animals are entered for a sale then 
             the sale will be cancelled, this is at 
             the discretion of Council. 

       2)   Substitutes are allowed at all official 
             sales. Substitute entries must be 
             made to the Association secretary by 
             the time and date stated for each 
             sale (this will generally be 12 noon 7 
             days before inspection takes place, in 
             the case of a Saturday sale the Friday 
             prior to the seventh day) The
             secretary will inform the auctioneers 
             and inspector of the ear numbers of 
             the sheep to be presented for sale -
             no further alterations will be accepted. 

       3)   Substitutes must be in the same age 
             category. The information may be 
             phoned in or emailed. If vendors 
             appear at the sale with an animal 
             which does not correspond to the 
             entry (original or substitute) then the 
             animal will be rejected. 

             Any substitutes shall be marked with 
             yellow lot number on their arrival at 
             the market. 

             For female sales vendors MAY be 
             allowed a greater number of 
             substitute entries eg. where scanning 
             results have rendered animals not 
             suitable for sale. In all instances, 

             substitutes will only be accepted 
             within the same category.  

       4)   Council may set minimum reserve 
             (upset) prices for sale entries. 

       5)   All sheep forward at Breed Sales 
             must be registered with the ZSA  
             SIX WEEKS PRIOR TO SALE. 

       6)   All sheep forward will be the
             property of Members of the ZSA.  If 
             the governing body of the sale
             accepts sheep from non-members, 
             they shall be sold at the end of the 
             ZSA’s Members’ run in their 
             appropriate ring. 

       7)   Excessive entries at sales: Council 
             reserves the right to govern the 
             number of entries at Breed Sales 
             (by means of reduction based on 
             the percentage of registered stock 
             within the seller’s flock). This will 
             be adequately described in the 
             appropriate Sale Schedule. 

       8)   All entries to be made available for 
             inspection at the sale: No sheep to 
             be unloaded or penned without 
             prior instruction from a ZSA 
             representative. 

       9)    All sheep which, in the opinion of the
             Breed Inspectors, fail to meet the 
             breed standards for characteristics 
             and conformation or are un healthy 
             or injured will be excluded from the 
             sale. No refund of entry fees will be 
             made for sheep excluded from the 
             Sale. Sheep which have been 
             excluded shall be returned to their 
             transport forthwith and not further 
             exhibited for sale at that venue on 
             that date within any other sale which 
             may be taking place. 

       10) All sheep put forward for inspection 
             must be marked with their lot 
             number by means of tag attached 
             around the sheep’s neck. Un marked 
             sheep will not be inspected. 

       11) TIMES OF ENTRY & INSPECTION 
             Times of entry and inspection will be 
             issued to all vendors. These MUST be 
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             adhered to; late arrivals may be 
             penalised and no un-inspected 
             sheep shall be allowed through the 
             sale ring. 

b)    INSPECTION 
       At all official sales the Association shall 
       appoint a panel of inspectors who are 
       empowered to disbar any animal from 
       the sale which does not comply with any 
       of the matters contained in clauses i to iii 
       listed below. 

       i)    The animal’s identification is as 
             required by legislation and the 
             Association and corresponds to the 
             ear number as entered for sale. 
             Animals without the correct
             identification will be rejected from 
             the sale. 

       ii)   The animal is not suffering from 
             any infectious or contagious disease. 

       iii)  All rams must have two adequately 
             sized testicles of approximately the 
             same size and normal consistency. 

       iv)  That the animal is of a quality 
             commensurate with the level set by 
             the Association and is of adequate 
             weight for the age and shows no 
              malformation in structure. 

       v)   The inspectors will consider the 
             following points. At the Carlisle 
             Premier Sale all sheep that fail 
             inspection must be removed from
             the market and not go through the 
             sale ring. 

             All other Association sales rejected 
             female sheep will be marked clearly 
             on the rump by the inspectors and 
             sold in catalogue order, any member 
             refusing to have their sheep marked 
             must remove them forth with from 
             the market. 

             Rejected Rams must be removed 
             from the market and not go
             through the sale ring.  

             1)    The teeth of the animal are in 
                     the correct/normal position.  

             2)    There is no abnormal deviation 

             in the structure of feet and/or legs. 

             3)  Ewes shall be sound in udder 

       vi)  The inspectors’ decision shall be final 
             and binding to all concerned and 
             neither the inspectors’, the 
              Association nor the Auctioneers shall 
             be liable to the owner of such animals 
             or any other person or company for 
             damage or for any loss arising out of 
             such rejection. 

             Inspection is a condition of entry of 
             the Association and compliance with 
             this inspection shall in no way form 
             a guarantee to the purchaser of the 
             animals so inspected. 

       vii) Breeders are also reminded that 
             although the Association welcomes 
             the presentation of untrimmed
             sheep at Association events, they will 
             be subject to the same inspection as 
             trimmed sheep and should be 
             presented clean and tidy.  

c)    DISPLAY OF ROSETTES/ PERFORMANCE 
       DATA 

Only cards or rosettes won at the sale at 
which the animal is present may be 
displayed, along with standardised authentic 
Signet information. 

d)    SPECIAL RULES FOR IN LAMB EWE 
       SALES HELD UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 
       THE ASSOCIATION 

       i)    Scanning Results:- Where available 
             ewes declared as scanned in lamb, 
             either in the catalogue or at the time 
             of sale, are guaranteed in lamb by 
             the vendor as being in lamb at the 
             date of the sale, and for a period of 7 
             days following. 

       ii)  Vendors may elect to sell sheep as 
             ‘running with ram’ where no 
             guarantee is implied.  

       iii)  Ewe lambs are sold as empty. 

e)   REFUNDS 

A full refund of entry fees will only be issued 
in the following circumstances: 

       i)    Cancellation of the sale, with no 
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             alternative date offered 

       ii)   The flock is barred from selling due 
             to disease restrictions imposed by 
             government 

       iii)  The flock has a veterinary certificate 
             confirming the animals are unfit 
             for sale due to infectious or 
             contagious disease. 

f)    SALE DEFINITIONS 

       i)    Dispersal Sale:- The term ’Dispersal 
             Sale’ shall apply where all the           
             registered stock are sold and the 
             registered prefix and reference 
             number are given up by the breeder. 
             Any subsequent registrations shall be 
             under a new flock prefix and 
             reference. A dispersal sale held 
             within an official Association Sale will 
             be held at the end of the General 
             Sale. 

       ii)   Dispersal Sale sheep will not be 
             inspected 

       iii)  Retention of Semen & Embryos. For 
             all rams sold at official sales, 
             ownership of all semen rights shall 
             be deemed to pass to the new 
             owner. The vendor of a ram may 
             elect to retain semen for their own 
             use, or sale to a third party if this is 
             stated in the sale catalogue and 
             re-iterated by the auctioneer at the 
             time of sale.  

       iv)  For ewes from which embryos have 
             been collected and are to be 
             retained this must be declared by the 
             vendor. The number of embryos 
             which are retained by the vendor 
             must be declared in the catalogue. 

       v)   At a dispersal sale the vendor may 
             elect to retain semen and/or
             embryos, but a full declaration of the 
             number of doses and number of 
             embryos must be written in the 
             catalogue. The vendor must further 
             confirm if semen and/or embryos 
             will be retained for third party use or 
             own use only. 

       vi)  The term ‘Reduction’ sale shall apply 
             when the major number of the 
             sheep in the flock are sold. 

       vii) The term ‘Production’ sale shall apply 
             when a proportion of the breeding 
             stock from the flock and the product 
             of the flock is sold. 

 g)  SHOWS AT SALES 

       i)    Show Classes will be held at most 
             official ZSA Sales. The classes for 
             each sale and the name of the judge 
             will be circulated to vendors prior to 
             the sale. 

       ii)   Only 4 animals per flock per class 
             may be brought into the show ring. 

       iii)  Pen classes may take place at certain 
             sales and details of this will be given 
             in the catalogue. 

       iv)  At the Championship line-ups the 
             sheep which were placed second 
             to the Champions in their classes 
             may be brought forward when 
             judging of the Reserve Champion 
             takes place. 

       v)   Should the Champion in any class 
             not meet its reserve and therefore 
             not be sold it will not be permitted to 
             enter the show classes at other 
             Official Breed Sales in the same 
             calendar year if shown by the same 
             vendor. 

       vi)  Trimming is freestyle but the use of 
             artificial colouring, paint, sprays, 
             chalk, or any other substance of any 
             sort to aid colouring (other than 
             cleaning) are not permitted under 
             any circumstances and any attempt 
             to conceal, obscure or lessen white 
             other than by trimming is totally 
             barred. 

        vii) All sheep to be shorn after 1st January 
             annually.   

             All sheep being shown must be shorn 
             bare after the 1st January and before 
             1st May in the year of showing. 

         viii) Any members attempting to produce 
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             a more permanent change to the 
             appearance of a sheep may be barred 
             from Membership of the Association. 

       ix)  Any interference with natural tooth 
             growth is not permitted on any 
             animal of any age. 

h)    CONDITIONS OF SALE 

Showing sheep not for sale is not permitted  

Ram and Ram Lamb Fertility: 

       i)    All rams, including ram lambs, are 
             warranted by the seller to be capable 
             of natural and effective service within 
             70 days of the Sale. If at the 
             expiration of the warranty period 
             (the male fertility guarantee period) a 
             ram is proven incapable of natural 
             and effective service and within 14 
             days of the expiration of the 
             warranty period a Veterinary 
             Certificate is lodged with the Official 
             Auctioneers confirming:  The ram is 
             incapable of performing a natural 
             effective service; and 

       ii)  The Veterinary Surgeon has 
             inspected the Purchaser’s ewes and 
             found them to be in normal, 
             reasonable breeding condition; then 
             the purchaser may return the animal 
             to the Seller and be fully reimbursed. 

       iii)  The animal shall be deemed 
             incapable of natural and effective 
             service if it fails to make one ewe 
             pregnant during the male guarantee 
             period under natural breeding 
             conditions and is so certified as 
             being incapable by veterinary 
             surgeons certificate aforementioned. 

       iv)  The buyer shall throughout the male 
             guarantee period give the animal full 
             and sufficient opportunity to prove 
             that he is capable of natural and 
             effective service. 

       v)   Ewes which have been ‘sponged’ and 
             or treated with any other hormone 
             treatment to induce or synchronise 
             ovulation shall not for the purpose of 

             this guarantee be ‘in normal 
             condition’.  

In-Lamb Ewe Sales: 

       i)    All rams specified as being the ‘sire 
             of’ or ‘having run with the ewe must 
             be registered with the ZSA in order 
             for the progeny to be registered. 
             Ewes running with unregistered rams 
             shall be excluded from the sale.  

       ii)   The vendor shall specify in the 
             catalogue the identification of the 
             ram with which the female has been 
             running. 

       iii)  Ewe lambs offered for sale are 
             warranted not to be in lamb unless 
             otherwise stated in the catalogue or 
             announced by the auctioneer at time 
             of sale. 

       iv)  If within 14 weeks after the day of 
             the sale a female sheep warranted 
             not in lamb as aforesaid proves to be 
             in lamb and within 16 weeks after 
             the day of the sale the purchaser 
             gives the auctioneer written notice 
             supported by a veterinary certificate 
             signed by a veterinary surgeon such 
             female sheep has been proved to 
             have been in lamb then if the sheep 
             lambs naturally at a date which 
             proves it to have been in lamb at the 
             time of the sale, either the purchaser 
             may return the sheep and her 
             lamb(s) if any to the vendor or at the 
             sole option of the purchaser the 
             vendor shall pay to the purchaser as 
             and for ascertained and agreed 
             liquidation damages to cover all 
             expenses, depreciation in value and 
             other damages whatsoever a sum 
             equal to 25% of the purchase price of 
             the sheep. 

       v)   If any female sheep which was 
             described in the catalogue or at the 
             time of sale as being ‘scanned in 
             lamb’ or in lamb proves not to be in 
             lamb at the time of the sale or within 
             21 days after the sale the purchaser 
             gives written notice to the 
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             auctioneers his intention to return 
             the animal supported by a veterinary 
             surgeon’s certificate that such sheep 
             has proved not to have been in lamb 
             then the purchaser may return such 
             sheep to the vendor. 

       vi)  Except where stated in the catalogue 
             at the time of sale every ewe         
             described as with lamb at foot is 
             warranted to be suckling all the 
             lambs with which it is sold.  If notice 
             in writing is given to the auctioneer 
             within 5 days after the date of sale 
             that there has been a breach of 
             warranty then the purchaser may 
             return the ewe or ewes and lambs to
              the vendor. 

       vii)  All females offered for sale are 
             warranted correct in the mouth with 
             regards to number of teeth and 
             udder at the time of sale unless 
             otherwise described in the catalogue. 

         viii)  If any such sheep is proven to be 
             unsound in mouth or udder that is to 
             say is lacking any of 8 broad teeth or 
             has damaged or worn teeth or 
             defected udder and notice of such 
             unsoundness is given within 5 clear 
             days after the day of sale supported 
             by a certificate signed by a veterinary 
             surgeon then either the purchaser 
             may return the sheep to the vendor 
             or at the sole discretion of the 
             purchaser the vendor shall pay to the 
             purchaser as and for ascertained and 
             agreed liquid dated damages to 
             cover all expenses depreciation in 
             value and other damages 
             whatsoever compensation at the rate 
             of 66% of the purchase price. 

       ix)  i)     Incapacity due to injury from 
                     whatever cause illness suffered 
                     or contracted after the date of 
                     sale is not covered by this 
                     guarantee. 

             ii)    Death within the respective 
                     guarantee period voids any
                      liability under this guarantee. 

             iii)   In cases where the vendor 
                     insures his liability under the 
                     fertility guarantee the insurers 
                     shall assume the rights and 
                     remedies of the vendor under 
                     the guarantee subject to the 
                     terms of the insurance policy.  

9     IMPORTED SHEEP 

a)    Any sheep which has been imported 
       must be notified to the Secretary within 
       three months. The original pedigree 
       certificate accompanied by the relevant 
       payment for registration with the ZSA 
       (see Fees) should be sent to the 
       Secretary as soon as possible. Offspring 
       will not be able to be registered unless 
       the parents are registered with the ZSA. 

b)    A photocopy of the ram registration 
       certificate must accompany requests for 
       registration of progeny from imported 
       in-lamb ewes. 

c)    Imported sheep shall carry the prefix IM 
       on their pedigree certificates. 

d)    Parents of imported sheep which remain 
       in their country of origin shall carry 
       letters appropriate to that country on 
       the UK pedigree certificate of their 
       progeny, e.g. Holland -NL, Belgium -BM 
       for registrations from 2000 onwards as 
       retrospective change is very difficult to 
       administer. 

10   SCALE OF CHARGES 

At a Council meeting held during the last 
quarter of each calendar year the Scale of 
Charges to be used by the Association for 
the following year will be determined. This 
Scale of Charges will appear in the 
appropriate section of the Yearbook 
following their Annual Review. 
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Glebe Hill Zwartbles were first established in July 
2019, we are a Husband and Wife duo from rural 
County Armagh in Northern Ireland who live on a 
dairy, beef and commercial sheep farm alongside 
our ever growing pedigree Glebe Hill Zwartbles. 

Our flock started with one ewe lamb but the love of 

the breed took over and an additional two were 

added from the NI sale, quickly followed by 10 

breeding ewes from a flock dispersal. Our flock was 

finally complete with the purchase of George our first 

ram.  

Unfortunately Covid then struck but this came with 

both its highs and lows. With lambing in full swing I 

quickly got hand's on experience with Ian guiding me 

through my first lambing season. Although this also 

meant we missed the opportunity to start showing. 

In 2022 we started showing at the local shows Lurgan, 

Armagh, Castlewellan to name a few, gathering up 

many rosettes along the way. My younger sister Leah 

also took a keen interest into showing sheep in the 

Young Handlers classes. As the year went by the flock 

grew as did our showing confidence along with 

picking up some hints and tips from all the other 

breeders. Our year ended on a high with picking up 

1st place large flock in the (NI) flock competition. 

In 2023 we entered Balmoral show for the first time 

which proved successful with winning 1st place in ewe 

lamb and 2nd in shearling ewe class. We also entered 

many local shows again which had many highlights 

along the way with getting champion at Lurgan show. 

At (NI) ZSA dinner this year we also won the ram stock 

cup, 3rd in ewe lambs and large flock.  

As 2024 lambing comes to an end for us, we have 25 

breeding ewes with many lambs on the ground and 

hope for a successful showing year ahead.  

Glebe Hill 
Zwartbles   
Flock: 01728
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STANDARDS 

a)  Fleeces should be thick and springy with 
     a good crimp, with a true black base 
     colour (though naturally bleached brown 
     tips and age-related grey may occur). 
     The fleece does not grow onto the head 
     which, like the legs, is covered with hair. 

b)  Blazes should be uninterrupted and 
     reasonably straight and may be any 
     width and may continue under the chin, 
     but not into the wool. The white blaze 
     should run from the crown of the head 
     and may include the muzzle. Pink or 
     black noses are acceptable. 

c)  Tails should be straight and have a readily 
     discernible white tip which should not 
     extend more than ½ the way up its length 
     in both ewes and rams. (see diagram) 

d)  Two to four white socks – if only two they 
     must both be on the hind legs. The sock 
     should encircle the leg and touch the hoof 
     at one or more places. Socks / stockings 
     should not be above the knee or hock 
     (See diagram) please note it is preferred 
     that the white does not extend this far. 

e) There should be no white in the fleece, 
     on the ears or belly. 

27

A breed standard in animal breeds is a set of guidelines which is used to ensure that 
the animals produced by a breeder conform to the specifics of the breed. It is the 
template to which the breed aspires. Not all sheep are born with the correct features 
or markings and absence of these does not prevent the breeder from registering the 
animal, but nevertheless, that registered sheep may still be deemed not to meet the 
breed standard. 
The Zwartbles has good conformation, with a big frame, medium bone, good length and a wide 
pelvis. A tall sheep, with a striking and naturally polled head, a long neck and an erect posture. 
It is an upright and fully built sheep with an alert and lively character. Rams have a more 
muscular formed front part and a wider head. 
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Colour/Markings 

Limit of allowable white on limbs Method of measuring tail length

MEASUREMENT OF THE TAIL LENGTH is taken from underneath. If for example the tail 
measures 30cm then the white should not extend more than 15cm AT ANY POINT on the tail.
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Head:          The head must be long and narrow with a straight to very slightly roman nose. 

Ears:            These must be proportionately large and should be placed horizontally to 
                     erectly. Drooping ears are undesirable 

Neck/          Necks must be proportionately fairly long and flexible, and the latter should be 
Throat        carried erectly. A ram’s neck must be more muscular and somewhat wider. 

Shoulders:   These should be strong and slightly sloping. 

Breast:        This should be well-developed and moderately, but not excessively, wide. 
                     Viewed from the side the breast should protrude between the front legs. An adult 
                     Zwartbles ewe should have stomach and udder at the lowest points. 

Back:           With the erect head and neck the back should run straight with easily detectable 
                     vertebrae. 
Ribs:             From the back the ribs should be round and long.   

Rump:         This should be long, slightly rounded, strong with a wide pelvis. It ensures easy
                     lambing and room for wide udder placement. The top of the rump can be a few 
                     cm higher than the withers and the ‘sitting part’ of the rump can be a few cms 
                     lower than the hips. 
Thighs:        These should be muscular, long and well rounded. 
Legs:            These should be long with medium to fine bone and correct pasterns. Pasterns 
                     that are too upright or collapsed are incorrect. (See diagram). Correct Zwartbles 
                     posture includes straight and equidistantly placed legs the front legs of good tall 
                     ewes tend to come in very slightly from the shoulder to the knee and then 
                     straight from the knee to the hoof, but should not be rotated outwards. 
Hooves:       These may be black, striped or white. 
Tail:              The tail should be well set on and undocked. 
Gait:             The gait should be brisk, straight and springy. 
Genitalia:   The scrotum of a ram should be finely haired and not woolly. The testes should 
                     be well-developed, firm and of a similar size. 
Height:        The ideal adult height at the withers for ewes is from 75cm and rams from 85cm. 
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General Description of body shape and conformation 
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a)  Over/Under shot jaws 

b)  Twisted feet 

c)  Twisted tails - this is a corkscrew twist of 
     any degree, not a naturally broken tail 

d)  Blindness, blue, china or wall eyes, either 
     total or partial. 

e)  Arrow tipped tail - this has appeared in 
     the Dutch flock and is described as a tail 
     whose end vertebrae appear to have 
     been squashed flat, as if ironed flat, like 
     an arrow head at the end of the shaft. 

f)   Sexual defects - i.e. rams without two 
     sufficiently developed testicles apparent 
     in the scrotum. 
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Registration into the Flock book: 

Sheep with conformation defects, including but not restricted to the following, should be 
excluded from registration:

Sheep which do vary significantly from the breed standard should be excluded from 
registration. Males must meet the breed standard to be registered however females 
can be registered if they do not meet the breed standard and can be bred from. 
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Hi, my name is Anna Bullen, I am 18 years old 

and run Henblas Zwartbles flock with my mum. 

We have always focused on conformation first 

and markings second. They have to do both 

jobs. 

I first came across Zwartbles when my brother and I 

were bought some ewe lambs to join my parents’ 

commercial flock as we wanted something we could 

easily spot in the field. After this we made a trip to 

Anglesey show where we watched the Zwartbles 

show and later had a chat with Mrs Olwen Hughes 

Owen of the Cynefin flock who promoted the breed 

so well we left the show on the lookout for some ewes 

to start the flock. Decision made. 

In the later months of 2016 off we went to Chelford 

auction where there was a dispersal sale of the 

Shavington flock. We came home with two aged ewes 

April and Amy.  Amy being in lamb to Brimar Bailey 

and April in lamb to Wolfclyde Attitude. Not knowing 

how many lambs they were carrying. In February 

2017, five lambs were born and all were perfectly 

marked with four ewe lambs and a ram lamb which 

all were kept, Amy reared her three the whole way 

through. September came around and we decided to 

increase the flock and attended the sale in Welshpool 

where we bought a mix of ewes and ewe lambs. The 

show season of 2018 came around and I decided that 

I wanted to try showing. I selected three sheep to 

start the team and decided on the Royal Cheshire 

Show thinking it was a rather small show to start off 

with. How wrong was I, it’s huge and to my surprise 

Henblas Emily was placed 1st in her class of shearling 

ewes and full brother Emmett James came 2nd, and 

with kind words from Raymond Heigh, we decided to 

go MV accredited and of course continue my showing 

career. After a successful showing season, we decided 

we needed to  buy a ram for my small flock of ewes, a 

trip to the Cernyw flock, where we found our new tup 

and new friends, they also urged us to take a trip to 

the sale in Carlisle for a look. Which has now become 

a must trip every August and November. We began to 

sell in Welshpool where we were very wel-comed by 

the other breeders and in return made good friends 

with them over the years. 

2021 saw us make our debut in Carlisle selling for the 

first time, I took Henblas Haven into the presale show 

for a bit of fun before the stress of sale day where she 

was pulled into one of the final line ups which took 

me by surprise, 2021 also saw us make an investment 

into a new ram. Wallridge Moor Hector caught my eye 

instantly, we later bought him for 2300gns and to say 

the least was very pleased with him. 

2022 saw Hectors style, conformation and personality 

shine through in his lambs, which was mainly ewe 

lambs howevertwo ram lambs caught my eye, 

Henblas 
Zwartbles  
Flock: 01534
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Henblas Kasino Royale (an Amy son) and Henblas 

Keltic Chance both Hector sons to carry on his legacy 

after losing him the previous November. We attended 

the Royal Welsh show for the first time with the 

sheep, we were not expecting any results as it was a 

huge learning curve, but with the help and kindness 

of other breeders we were awarded 5th ram lamb 

with Kasino Royale. It was incredibly Hot, but an 

experience I will never forget. So much 

encouragement from fellow breeders who now have 

become great friends. 

2023 I have had many highlights some being the 

Royal Welsh Show where Kash took 3rd place and 

Henblas Lewis took 4th place in strong classes, the 

following week Lewis went to the sale at Carlisle 

where he took 5th in the pre-sale show and later made 

1100gns to say we were pleased was an 

understatement. The following week we took his full 

brother Henblas Lennox to Worces-ter. Lennox was 

placed 3rd in good company and sold for 950gns. I was 

so pleased that both boys have gone to very good 

homes. Back home to prepare for the Anglesey show, 

Henblas Lovebird out for the second time. Really 

finished our show season on a high by taking 1st ewe 

lamb and then taking Reserve Champion female 

Zwartbles. We also bought Aquila Lucky-SonOfACopy 

to add length and character to the flock as well as his 

style he will be used in the 2024 season. Shavington 

Amy is still with us and has taken her job as a nanny 

very seriously and is the matriarch of our flock with 

most being related to her in her time with us she has 

produced 13 lambs all perfectly marked and only two 

ram lambs which were also retained. Amy owes us 

noth-ing and happily enjoys her well deserved 

retirement.  

October arrived and a road trip to visit some Scottish 

flocks arranged by The Welsh branch group. I had the 

most amazing time. What a weekend of great sheep, 

company and laughs. 

2024 has arrived and Lambing is going well. Looking 

forward to the shows, seeing friends and doing it all 

over again with the most sociable addictive sheep, 

the Zwartbles. 
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Nejlinge Zwartbles Farm is located in the tiny North Zealand village of Nejlinge, just an 

hour's drive from Copenhagen. We call ourselves a farm, but in reality, we live in one of 

oldest thatched farmhouses in the village, and own no land but the garden which 

surrounds our house.

Coming from the most rural part of Denmark, I grew 

up believing that I myself would become a farmer one 

day. Much to my surprise, I ended up finishing a 

degree in economics at the University of 

Copenhagen. Though, after six exiting years, I left the 

city and went back to the countryside.  

I settled down as an economic-statistics consultant, 

and at the same time bought a farm with Hereford 

cattle and a herd of local bred sheep called Saane. An 

all-black sheep bred for landscaping. Things were 

good. But then I read an article about the Zwartbles, 

just imported to Denmark, so exquisite and beautiful. 

It was love at first sight. Something had to change, 

little did I know that something indeed was about to 

happen.  

Two years later, we were finally regaining balance 

after the financial crisis in 2008. I sold the farm just in 

time, by pure luck after having met the one and only, 

my partner Signe. Together we decided to turn our 

back on full-time farming and settle in the village of 

Nejlinge focusing on a simpler kind of life. On one 

condition, I wanted to continue breeding sheep, only 

this time with the Zwartbles.  

Our village is surrounded by fields of grass. We made 

the tenancy, and started out with a flock of just seven 

Zwartbles ewes and some lambs. Zwartbles was still 

quite unknown in Denmark, and we received a lot of 

attention regarding breeding stock. We sold off a few, 

but kept most of the gimmer lambs ourselves. Back 

then, the quality of the Danish Zwartbles was either 

Nejlinge Zwartbles Farm 
Written by Lene Baunbæk, Nejlinge Zwartbles Farm
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good or bad. With a total Danish breeding stock of no 

more than 80 breeding ewes at the time, the breed 

was suffering from a narrow pool of genes and the 

risk of inbreed. Fortunately, an import of Dutch rams 

and ewes was made every second year, and since we 

were only a handful breeders, all of us had a share of 

the fresh bloodlines. 

Back then as well as today, our breeding is based on 

the very simple overall strategy: Keep the best, 

remove the rest. Admitted, we do have a soft spot for 

just good-looking Zwartbles. However, we do our best 

to select with a main focus on production and 

maintenance while keeping respect for the Zwartbles 

breed standard. 

While Great Britain has around 22 million sheep, 

Denmark has just 135,000. We have four annual 

shows, and a few local fairs. By the way, when 

showing sheep in Denmark, the wool must not 

exceed a length of 2 cm. While you have auctions, we 

only sell privately. There is a great demand for lambs 

here, but mostly with regard to the meat. The market 

for breeding stock is very little. Usually, we sell off 

more tup lambs per year than gimmer lambs for 

breeding. And so, breeding Zwartbles in Denmark, we 

need to focus on both quality of the meat as well as 

quality of pedigree lambs for breeding. 

Having to focus on the annual crop of lamb, fertility 

is a key. However, easy lambing of (just) two lambs, 

lots of milk and good mothering, weaning of two 

quality lambs, quickly reconditioning after weaning, 

and pregnancy within first cycle with the ram, is just 

as important. Therefore, the key words in our work 

are fertility, reproduction, growth, adaptability, low 

mortality, disease resistance, and mass gain of 

progeny. 

Being a statistician, I have a tendency to gather 

statistics on sheep and lamb all year round. Lambs 

are weighed every 14 days from birth to weaning. 

Ewes are also weighed regularly from lambing to 

tupping, and measured phenotypical when mature 

after their second lambing. Phenotypical measuring 

started out for fun. However, statistical analytics 

showed significant correlation between phenotypical 

measures, fertility, weight, structure, lambing ability 

etc. For example, when a sheep has a long and 

relative wide head, it most often also has a long body, 

good body weight and good growth rates. And so, 

quite often you can actually start by looking at the 

head, and quickly recognise a good quality ewe or 

ram.  

We prefer ewes that are slightly larger than medium 

as they tend to have better fertility and lambing 

ability. We like ewes to have a strong, but feminine 

37
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head, wide and long, with a strong jaw that bites 

correctly. Ewes should have a feminine shape and a 

sound structure. We do not want them to be too deep 

or wide in the chest. We want them to be heavier in 

the back than in the front. A shape, that seems to 

correlate directly to fertility and mothering ability. We 

do not want small ewes, as they are the most 

inefficient. And also, we try to avoid the largest ewes 

as they tend to be better eaters than lambers. And so, 

with the ewes we try to stay away from the extremes. 

We prefer a ram with a good temperament, making 

them easier to work with.  A ram should have a good, 

long and wide head, and a strong jaw with a correct 

bite. His neck should be of good length, well placed 

on the body. A good structure is very important. His 

front legs should be strong, straight, neither narrow 

or too wide apart. Well placed and muscled 

shoulders. A moderate width of brisket to ensure easy 

lambing. The body long, deep and wide. His rump 

wide and square. Good feet and good structure. He 

should have a masculine shape, a good balance and 

good movements. Easy to wish for, difficult to find. 

Lambings starts in March. This year, we have 36 

pregnant sheep and shearlings, which is a bit more 

than usual. Together with another Danish breeder, we 

imported 17 Zwartbles from Holland in August last 

year. Four tup lambs and 13 gimmer lambs from four 

different Dutch breeders. We were very lucky, making 

the export just a couple of days before the Blue 

Tongue disease was discovered in the first Dutch 

farms. None of the imported sheep have shown any 

sign of illness, and all of them is doing very well. 

The Dutch imported Zwartbles are kept separate from 

our own herd for a hole year according to Danish rules 

on import. Four homebred shearlings have joined 

them, acting as marker-sheep. The coming summer, 

the two herds will graze separately until the Dutch 

flock is released from quarantine late August. Only 

then will we be able to unite the two flocks.  

Over the years we have made friends and worked 

together with Zwartbles breeders in Denmark and the 

Netherlands. And thanks to Facebook we have made 

contact with several breeders in Great Britain. Some 

FB-friends have evolved into real friendships. In May 

2016 we had a wonderful tour in Northern England 

and Scotland visiting four Zwartbles breeders, 

Wallacetown, Wallridge Moor, Whinnow and 

Greystone. It was exciting to see how they worked 

with the sheep. At the time of our visit everybody was 

getting ready for the shows. We decided that we had 

to come back for this experience. And so, in August 

2017, I reunited with our friends at Wallacetown, 

staying with the family for several days, having a 

wonderful time and enjoying both the Association 

sale in Carlisle and Dumfries show.  

Feeling the excitement at your shows made me 

realize that we had to start attending shows in 

Denmark. For too many years, we had been focusing 

on what was happening in the stable and the fields 

back home. It was high time to expand the horizon. 

Time to show our sheep to a greater audience, letting 

the shows be an inspiration in our work, meeting new 

people and old friends, supporting the annual fairs, 

and for a couple of days getting off the farm, returning 

with renewed energy for the year to come.  

When breeding sheep and farming in general you are 

always looking forward. I believe, we are quite good 

at enjoying the moment as well. However, especially 

at this time of year, I always have a feeling of curiosity 

and excitement about the coming lambing season. I 

cross my fingers, and I wish you all a wonderful 

season as well.  

 

Lene Baunbaek 

Nejlinge Zwartbles Farm 
www.nejlinge.dk  

www.facebook.com/NejlingeZwartblesFarm  

www.zwartbles.org
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I come from a family farm located near Pendle Hill in Lancashire. The farm consists of 400 

acres of in-bye and 600 acres of common running up to 1800 feet. We have a small herd 

of pedigree British Blue Cattle and a pedigree flock of Zwartbles and Blue Texels as well 

as 1000 commercial sheep. 

As a family we love to show at the agricultural shows 

and from the age of four I have shown cattle but this 

soon changed when I took an interest in the 

Zwartbles at one of the shows. In 2007, we made the 

trip to Carlisle where we purchased our first pedigree 

females from the Wolfcyde flock and Cynefin flock 

and established the Pendle flock.  

Mum and I have enjoyed great success in the show 

and sale ring with the Zwartbles and we love to see 

our stock go on and do well for other breeders. We are 

both very commercially minded and have always 

aimed to breed Zwartbles that have a good carcass 

but they also need a smart head to stand out in the 

show and sale ring. We also like Zwartbles to have 

black wool and to be tight-skinned so we are very 

particular when buying stock sires. Over the years the 

stock sires include Holmlea, Blacklee, Cynefin Teifi, 

Joyfield Above & Beyond, Stainmore Cracker, Selside 

Elusive Sid, Clarewood Hot Shot, and Coverham 

Knock Em Out.  

Any females who aren’t good enough to breed 

pedigree lambs are kept as either recipients or put to 

the Blue Texel tups. We like the maternal ability of the 

Zwartbles ewes as they are able to produce lambs 

ready for market at 10 weeks old. We keep a few tup 

lambs every year for breeding and sell the rest as fat 

lambs because there is more value in selling them 

straight off the dams at 40kgs. Mum and I believe the 

Zwartbles x Blue Texel is a very good cross, the wether 

lambs have a great carcass, and the females are kept 

as recipients or sold as ewe and lamb outfits.  

Pendle Zwartbles  
Issy Hartley - Flock: 00490
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One of the biggest achievements in the show ring 

with the Zwartbles was with Pendle Black Diamond. 

She was shown as a shearling in 2015, winning many 

breed champions, and she went on to take two 

interbreed championships. Black Diamond bred well 

for us in the flock and her blood still remains in our 

females.  

In 2015, we topped the gimmer lamb trade at the 

Premier sale when we sold Pendle Cheeky Girl for 

1100gns to Thomas and Isla Goldie. They did a 

tremendous job of presenting 

her at the Royal Highland Show 

where she won the ewe class 

and went on to be Reserve 

Champion Female.  

Recently, in November 2023, we 

took a pen of gimmer lambs to 

the sale in Carlisle all sired by 

Coverham Knock Em Out. A 

special gimmer lamb in the pen 

was Pendle Lancashire Lass, 

she was tapped out earlier in 

the day as Reserve Champion 

and went on to sell for 1800gns 

to Tom and Gillian Blamire. The 

pen of lambs averaged 625gns.  

The Zwartbles have had a great influence on me as a 

young person, they got me into sheep showing and 

my first judging jobs were Zwartbles classes. I have 

also spent many hours practicing trimming Zwartbles 

up to present sheep to a high standard. Not only have 

I developed skills, but I have also become friends with 

some amazing people throughout the country. A big 

thank you to breeders who have supported me and 

who have purchased from the Pendle flock.  
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Baileys Horse Feeds   Tel: 01371 850 247  www.baileyshorsefeeds.co.uk
Ireland contact Judy Maxwell: +44 (0) 7885 065 531

THE PERFECT BLENDS

SUITABLE FOR SHEEP
Helps limit stress and gut upset when feeding high levels of grain 

The perfect forage to add to feed for shows and sales
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Z W A R T B L E S  S H E E P  

SEMEN DIRECTORY

If you are looking to Ai or flush your sheep and need some semen, then look no further! 
 

Below is a list of semen available to purchase, you will need to contact the seller direct and 
discuss price and transfer of the semen. 

 

Name of Ram                                     Reg Number             Contact                                     Telephone 

Aquila Action Man Z                       00472-0026A              Sammy Stewart               07801 297782   

Aquila Duplicate                              00472-113D                Sammy Stewart                07801 297782   

Barmurrie Dino                                00849-1146D             Ginnie Crossen                 07971 168122 

Castle Hill Guardian                       00717-261G                Martin Preston                  07813 600637 

Craigies Flipin Eck                           01400-075f                 Stuart Craig                       07739 564885 

East Middle Rip Van Winkle        00133-209R                Stuart Craig                       07739 564885 

Greenhill Blakeney                         00131-264B                Martin Preston                 07813 600637 

Greenhill Dandy                               00131-00436D           Martin Preston                  07813 600637 

Greenhill Hagrid                              00131-765H                Martin Preston                  07813 600637 

Hayberries Dynamite                    00843-2788D             Peter Addison                    07791 194972   

Hayberries Full Tilt                        00843–3855F             Martin Preston                 07813 600637 

Hayberries Dynamite                    00843-6374K              Peter Addison                   07791 194972 

Holmlea Border Talent                 00131–232B               Martin Preston                 07813 600637 

Hope View Jailbreak                      01531-094J                Kathryn Hopkins             07984 929755 

Kilimanjaro                                         00052-49K                  Martin Preston                 07813 600637 

Killymallaght Dexter                     00260-001D                Ginnie Crossen                 07971 168122 

Killymallaght Enrique                  00260-299E                Martin Preston                 07813 600637 

Roscallie Fortune                            01161-057F                Ginnie Crossen                 07971 168122 

Roscallie Heedful                            01161-100H                Ginnie Crossen                 07971 168122 

Stainmore Bertie                             00864-380B                Fiona Brown                      07585 771322 

The Fort Del Boy                              00223–24R                  Martin Preston                  07813 600637 

Top Notch Giant                               00282-2266G             Ginnie Crossen                 07971 168122 

Wallacetown Cairn                         00430-147C                Colin Rae                            07775 780036 

Wallacetown Dutch Dav               00430-187D                Colin Rae                            07775 780036 

Wallacetown Eclipse                      00430-224E                Colin Rae                            07775 780036 

Wallacetown Ego                             00430-221E                Fiona Brown                      07585 771322 

Wallacetown Foden                        00430-295F                Colin Rae                            07775 780036 

Wallridge Moor Gizmo                  00466-181G                Caroline Anderson          07913 349896 

Whitestone Gabriel                        01274-526G                Stuart Craig                       07739 564885 

Whitestone Giovanni                     01274-517G                Eleanor Thornton           07824 703542 
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Z WA R T B L E S  S H E E P  A S S O C I AT I O N

SALE AVERAGES 2023

CARLISLE PREMIER SALE 

3          Senior Rams                               1,733gns 

23       Shearling Rams                           860gns 

32       Ram Lambs                                  934gns 

6          Aged Ewes                                     203gns 

45       Shearling Ewes                           459gns 

24       Ewe Lambs                                  531gns. 

            

WORCESTER 

1          Aged Ram                                     300gns 

4           Shearling Rams                          737gns 

7           Ram Lambs                                  594gns 

1           Aged Ewe                                      200gns 

26        Shearling Ewes                           327gns 

24        Ewe Lambs                                   308gns 

 

Z
W

ARTBLES SHEE
P

A
SSOCIATIO

N

NORTHERN IRELAND 

6           Ram Lambs                                   380gns  

12        Shearling Ewe                             404gns  

19        Ewe Lambs                                    307gns 

            

CARLISLE IN-LAMB SALE 

9          Aged Ewes                                   £402.50 

35        Shearling Ewes                          £510.60 

63        Ewe Lambs                                  £355.00 

BRIDGELANDS DISPERSAL SALE  

10        Aged Ewes                                   £284.55 

6          Ewe Lambs                                  £214.50 

1          Aged Ram                                     £735.00 
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CARLISLE PREMIER SALE 

FRIDAY 4T H AUGUST 2023

Whilst the top prices remained buoyant, to a top of 3000gns, the numbers forward were 

down by almost 20% from last year, although buyers were plentiful around the ring.

The sale started with a flyer, the very first sheep in the 

ring, lot 2, East Middle Jezki, consigned by joint 

owners Colin Rae and Stuart Craig. A prolific show 

winner, unbeaten as a shearling & back-to-back male 

champion of the Royal Highland for the last 2-years, 

he took the male championship at the previous day’s 

show and achieved top price of 3,000gns, going down 

to Shropshire with the Johnsons of the Adeney flock. 

Snapping at his heels were the young guns lot 105, 

Greystone Laird, & lot 66, The Fort Larry (2nd placed 

ram lamb); the former bred & consigned by the 

previous night’s judge Ally Baird, whilst the latter 

came over the Irish Sea with breeder Cyril Cromie. 

They made 2,900 and 2,800gns respectively, chasing 

Jezki hard to top spot pricewise. Laird was bought by 

Andrew Bateman & remains in Cumbria, whilst Larry 

returns over the sea with the Smyths. 

The second place aged ram also took second top 

price in his section, 1,300gns. This was paid for lot 8, 

Holmlea Juniper, consigned by John Thorburn and 

going all the way down to Devon with A Haste. 

In the shearling rams, lot 31, Barmurrie Kool Kid, 

made top price of 2,200gns for the Smiths, and is 

away to Wales with A Francis, Carmarthen. 2000gns 

was paid for lot 22, Didcot Key, consigned by David 

Miskelly, away with A Dow, Castle Douglas. Winning 

his show class and making joint 3rd top price of 

1,500gns was lot 12, Danycraig Kaiser, consigned by 

46

Overall Champion Caerlaverock Kerry

East Middle Jezki 3000gns

Photo-Finish for Top Spot!
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breeders the Jones’s, bought by S Elliot, Hawick. His 

companion in 3rd spot was lot 38, Greenhill Kildimo, 

brought out by Brian Gibson, going home with 

Ferneycast, Berwickshire. 

Back to the ram lambs, Lot 77, Pistyll Lancelot, wasn’t 

far behind the top 2, realising 2,500gns for the 

Francis’s, joining Sammy Stewart’s flock in Aberdeenshire. 

Third placed ram lamb, lot 103, Aquila 

Luckysonofacopy, made 1,800gns, as did two others, 

lot 86, Hayberries Lunedale and lot 97, Danycraig 

Lightning. Luckysonofacopy was brought out by the 

Hendersons and bought by A Bullen, Wales; Lunedale 

consigned by the Addisons and away with R Lambert, 

North Yorkshire and Lightning brought out by the 

Jones’s and bought by the Goldies, Dumfriesshire. 1st 

prize winner and reserve male champion lot 78, 

Pistyll Lorenzo, rounded off a nice pen for the 

Francis’s by making 1,200gns and going away with H 

Jackson Dumfries. Lot 83, Rockford Legacy, made the 

long journey up from Cornwall worthwhile for 

breeder J Kestell by also achieving 1,200gns but 

makes a much shorter trip to his new home to 

Dumfries with P Walton. 

The female section was dominated pricewise by the 

2nd placed ewe lamb, lot 217, Hayberries Lucky 

Diamond, brought out by breeders, the Addisons. She 

was purchased for 1,800gns by D Soulsby, Surrey. Lot 

198, a substitute, the 1st placed ewe lamb & reserve 

overall champion, Holmlea Lexie, (obviously a canny 

sub by John Thorburn) realised 1,600gns & is away to 

Aberdeenshire with W & J Young. 3rd top price of 

1,400gns in this section went to lot 222, Greystone 

Lava, another consignment from the judge Ally Baird, 

& she has gone with R Heigh to Lancaster. 

The overall show champion came from the shearling 

ewe section, lot 146, Caerlaverock Kerry, rounding off 

47

Greystone Laird 2900gns The Fort Larry 2800gns
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a very successful show day for the Raes, who 

consigned her, but she failed to find a new home so 

the job of topping the section was shared by 2 ladies, 

lot 155, the second placed shearling, Smiddy Hill 

Kerry (C & H Duffy) & lot 132, Greystone Kist (Ally 

Baird). Bids of 1,400gns secured both sheep, the 

former going home with the Crossens, Shropshire,  

the latter with K Hopkins, Derbyshire. Next top, an 

absolute lesson in consistency, were 5 out of the pen 

of Barmurrie shearlings, brought out by the Smiths. 

1000gns each secured lots 134, B Ko Ko (J Smyth, 

Ireland), 135, B Kew Kew (J Smyth, Ireland), lot 136, 

B Kendle (L Crum, Ayrshire), lot 137, B Kansas (V 

Crossen, Shropshire) and lot 139, B Kira (J Smyth, 

Ireland) – some achievement! 1,000gns also was paid 

for lot 157, Holmlea Kiera, another brought out by J 

Thorburn. She is away with W & J Young 

Aberdeenshire. 

A small selection of aged ewes was forward & lot 119, 

Aquila Hawaii, 2nd in the show, realised 320gns for 

the Hendersons. She has joined S Wyatts flock in Fife. 

Stuart Craig emulated the Smiths with 3 of his ewes 

all tying for second spot at 200gns each – lot 114, 

Gornalls Heather away with Better Catt, 

Middlesborough and lots 115 & 116, Craigies Jolene 

& Gillhall Gail away with T Collinson, Doncaster. 

The dispersal of the Bridgelands flock of Nell Stewart 

followed the main sale, this was headed by lot 236, 

Bridgelands Jaguar, making 450gns and going away 

with E Rowlands, Lancashire. She was followed at 

300gns by the shearling lot 240, B Kelpie, paid by K 

Lindsay-Fly, Bathgate. 
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AVERAGES 

3          Senior Rams                                            1,733gns 

23       Shearling Rams                                         860gns 

32       Ram Lambs                                                  934gns 

6          Aged Ewes                                                    203gns 

45       Shearling Ewes                                          459gns 

24       Ewe Lambs                                                  531gns 

Pistyll Lancelot 2500gns Barmurrie Kool Kid 2200Gns
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WORCESTER SALE

The long journey from Co Durham was 
worth it for the Addison family when their 
Shearling Ewe Hayberries Karmen achieved 
the top price of 2400gns, Karmen won her 
class in the pre sale show.  She is sired by 
Joyfield Jay-Z and out of Hayberries Hi 
Jinks.  She joins the Bluecopper flock of 
Olivia Soulsby in Surrey.

Next highest price was 1650gns which was achieved 

for Danygraig Lieutenant from Dylan and Charlie 

Jones who also won his class in the pre sale show.  

Lieutenant  is sired by Wallridge Moor Gizmo and out 

of Danygraig Harmony.  The final bid came from Elizia 

Burton and he joins her Prestige Hazel flock in 

Derbyshire. 

The Reserve Champion from Ruth and Sam Inns 

made the next highest price at 1500gns.  This was for 

the ewe lamb Castle Hill Lupin, Lupin has been 

successfully shown in the summer and won 3rd prize 

at the GYS and 2nd prize at the Royal Welsh.  Lupin is 

sired by Smiddy Hill Jeffrey and out of Castle Hill 

Honey.  She joins the Holmepride flock of Andrew 

Bateman in Cumbria. 

One more animal achieved four figures and this was 

1000gns for a Shearling Ram Hope View Kool as Ice 

from Carl Kisby and Kathryn Hopkins.  He is sired by 

Beech Hay Tornado and out of Hope View Hope.  He 

was knocked down to Eleanor Thornton for her 

Croquet Nook Flock in North Yorkshire. 

Anna Bullen achieved 950gns for her Shearling ram 

Henblas Lennox who sold to Olivia Soulsby. 

Champion Cernyw Kai

AVERAGES 

1         Aged Ram                                           300gns 

4         Shearling Rams                                737gns 

7         Ram Lambs                                        594gns 

1         Aged Ewe                                            200gns 

26       Shearling Ewes                                 327gns 

24      Ewe Lambs                                         308gns 

SATURDAY 11T H AUGUST 2023

Top price of 2400gns at 
Worcester Black Diamond Sale
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On Saturday 26th August 2023, the Northern Ireland ZSA annual show and sale took place 

at Beattie’s Pedigree Centre, Omagh.  The overall quality of the stock forward was a credit 

to each vendor and without doubt surpassed all recent sale entries.

The pre-sale show was judged by Mr D Miskelly 

(Scotland), who chose S&E Watson’s shearling ewe 

Beechbrook Kerri as his Supreme Champion and 

recipients of The Cashel Memorial Cup.  Reserve 

breed champion went to A&R Megarrell for their ram 

lamb.  

Overall trade was sticky which was subsequently 

reflected in the clearance rate being below par. 

Top price this year went to C Cromie for his ram lamb 

when the hammer fell at 1250gns to local breeder C 

Patton where it will join the Ashleigh Flock. 

Other top prices included:  

M Cashel (Lot 36) 750gns to C McCracken, Dromore 

M Cashel (Lot 35) 750gns to J Powel, Ballygar 

S&E Watson (Lot 73) 680gns to J Bell, Comber 

M Cashel (Lot 66) 600gns to C Patton, Ballymoney 

Many thanks to our judge Mr David Miskelly; our 

sponsors Tannahill Livestock Care and S McBrien; The 

Cashel Family for presenting The Cashel Memorial 

Cup for Supreme Champion and lastly, Richard 

Beattie and his team for hosting the sale.  

AVERAGES 

6         Ram Lamb                                          380gns  

12       Shearling Ewe                                  404gns  

19       Ewe lambs                                         307gns 

SATURDAY 26T H AUGUST 2023,  

Beechbrook Kerri

Top price of 1250gns at Northern 
Ireland ZSA Annual Show and Sale 

NORTHERN IRELAND SHOW AND SALE 

51

Zwartbles Yearbook 2024.qxp_Layout 1  16/04/2024  09:04  Page 51



Zwartbles Yearbook 2024.qxp_Layout 1  16/04/2024  09:04  Page 52



Zwartbles Yearbook 2024.qxp_Layout 1  16/04/2024  09:04  Page 53



www.zwartbles.org

CARLISLE IN-LAMB SALE 

FRIDAY 17T H NOVEMBER 2023

A good crowd of Zwartbles breeders attended the annual show and sale of in-lamb sheep 
at Carlisle with winning bids coming from as far south as Devon and as far north as 
Inverness. Five animals sold for 1000gns or above and the averages were up on the 
previous year which bodes well for the breed going forward.

Topping the sale was a January born ewe lamb from 

Jethro Kimber who had made the long journey up 

from Devon. Speccott Lily was 5th in the pre-sale show 

and had been shown earlier in the year and won 1st 

and Reserve Champion at the Southern breeders 

show at Okehampton, she is sired by Speccott Hugo 

Boss and out of Speccott Ellen. The winning bid of 

2800gns came from the Brookdene Flock of Raymond 

Heigh. 

Next highest price was 2000gns for an in-lamb 

shearling ewe from the home of John and Alison 

Stevenson. Liverton Kylie was sold scanned in-lamb 

to Greenhill Hagred, Kylie had been successfully 

shown in 2023 winning Reserve Champion at 

Aldborough Show.  Kylie was the last daughter of 

Liverton Barney to be sold, she was sold again to the 

Brookdene flock of Raymond Heigh.  

54

Champion Craigies Lady Luck

Spetcott Lilly 2800gns

2800gns is top at Zwartbles  
In-lamb sale

www.zwartbles.org
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The pre-sale Reserve Champion was the next highest 

price at 1800gns.  Pendle Lancashire Lass was a 

stylish March born ewe lamb from the home of Issy 

Hartley, she was sired by Coverham Knockemout and 

out of Pendle Helena.  The successful bidder was the 

pre-sale show Judge Tom Blamire, and she joins his 

Whinnow flock he runs alongside his mum Gillian. 

Two more animals made four figures and the first was 

Hayberries Khaleesi from Peter and Susan Addison 

who sold for 1100gns to David & Louise Pickford for 

their Thornsett flock based in Chesh-ire, Khaleesi sold 

inlamb to Joyfield Jay-Z. 1000gns was bid for Cairnhill 

Kinara from Kevin and Wendy Anderson, she sold 

inlamb to Cairnhill Kalon to Wendy McGrandles for 

her Barraston flock. 

The highest price in the aged ewes was 550gns for 

Conic Jelly from Brian Gibson and she sold to the 

Newfield flock of Harry Parsons. 

Nell Stewart was selling the final sheep of her 

Dispersal, and the top price was 700gns which was 

paid for her stock Tup Pendle Finderskeepers who 

was the sire of many lots in her Dispersal and others 

were sold inlamb to him. His new home is the 

Yewbarrow flock of Messrs Crowe.  Top priced female 

was Bridgelands Gazelle, an inlamb aged ewe who 

sold for 450gns to the Barmurrie flock of Mark and 

Gillian Smith. 

AVERAGES 

9         Aged Ewes                                      £402.50 

35        Shearling Ewes                           £510.60 

63        Ewe Lambs                                   £355.00 

 

Bridgelands Dispersal Sale  

10      Aged Ewes                                     £284.55 

6         Ewe Lambs                                    £214.50 

1         Aged Ram                                       £735.00 

 

Pendle Lancashire Lass 1800gns Hayberries Khaleesi 1100gnsLiverton Kylie 2000gns
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AROUND THE SALES 

www.zwartbles.org
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Hello, I’m David Wilde, and I run Wilde Wools. With over 50 year experience Wilde Wools 

prides itself on quality and outstanding service. Based in West Yorkshire, once the textile 

hub of Europe, we work alongside suppliers and buyers of wool from across the globe to 

produce and supply ex-cellent quality wool products.

We can supply Sorted, Scoured or Combed wool 

types of many different origins and qualities. Our 

specialities are British, Norwegian, Irish and New 

Zealand wool. 

So, why am I telling you this in the Zwartbles Sheep 

Association Yearbook? 

Well, around three years ago I purchased a hay rack 

online from one of your members, Martin Preston. 

It turned out that he lives less than a mile from me, 

and into the conversation came sheep, wool and 

Zwartbles Sheep. Prior to that I had been wanting 

to source some Zwartbles wool, direct from 

breeders, due to its colour it is certainly not the 

most popular in the commercial market, but its 

quality is certainly not lacking. I wanted to try it for 

a new business I was setting up, the Wilde Sheep 

Company, making throws, scarves, wraps and other 

products using naturally coloured British Wool. 

We talked about the sheep, and of course, the wool. 

I need several hundred kilos to scour, (washed, 

cleaned and dried) to make it  worthwhile to 

process. Martin got together just over half a tonne 

of black wool in the first year, all locally sourced, 

from Yorkshire and the North of England and we set 

too with the first batch. 

Several months later, the throws were made, with 

the wool having travelled to Bradford for scouring – 

around eight miles from us and then  around 

Yorkshire for spinning and weaving, but 

nevertheless only travelling about 60 miles in total. 

We took the wraps to several shows, not only were 

they popular, but there was a story with them which 

people liked, and certainly at the Great Yorkshire 

Show they were extremely popular, and, as well as 

being great for us, it also promoted the breed, and 

the majority of my suppliers were showing their 

sheep only a couple of hundred yards away!  

I have now dealt with a number of mainly Yorkshire 

breeders, with a few others over the rest of the 

North of England for three years through Martin’s 

contacts, with the annual amount being taken now 

rising to almost two tonnes a year. The wraps made 

with the Zwartbles Wool continue to be our best 

seller. We are very happy with the product, and your 

members are happy receiving a premium for a 

quality product! www.thewildesheep.co.uk    

Wilde Wools 
West Yorkshire
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The history of the Zwartbles as a sheep breed starts in the late 19th and early 20th Centuries.  
It is thought that the Zwartbles breed is descended from a relatively large breed of sheep 
called the schoonebeker, which grazed the heathlands of North East Holland.  

It gets its name from a place called Schoonebeek in 

the province of Drenthe.  The schoonebeker lambs 

were at the time walked to the livestock market in 

Norg where they were sold as store lambs to 

farmers from Northern 

Friesland who used them to 

fertilise their pastures while 

fattening. This practice 

declined when commercial 

fertilizers became available 

and the schoonebeker lamb 

trade crashed resulting in the 

Schoonebeker becoming an 

extremely rare breed. 

Some of the store lambs sold 

had badger faced markings that resemble the 

modern day Zwartbles sheep and if you look at 

pictures of the schoonebeeker you can see the 

resemblance including the slight roman noses, long 

neck and erect posture. A number of Friesian 

farmers decided to line breed these “Zwartbles” 

schoonebeker sheep and with some influence from 

Friesland milk sheep and Texels, the modern day 

Zwartbles was developed.  Interestingly, in the early 

years the Zwartbles was sometimes referred to as 

the” improved schoonebeker”.  

Due to changes in farming practices, numbers 

dwindled to an estimated 500 

animals by 1978, with only 

about 250 of these considered 

to be of purebred Zwartbles 

quality.  Numbers started to 

increase by the late 1970s 

mainly due to the interest of 

hobby wool spinners in black 

wool and in 1985 a number of 

Dutch breeders started a 

Zwartbles flock book. 

The first Zwartbles were imported into the UK in 

1986 and in increasing numbers into the 1990s.  In 

October 1995 the first meeting of UK Zwartbles 

breeders was held at the NSA headquarters in 

Malvern. Twelve flocks containing about 140 sheep 

were represented. The Zwartbles Sheep Association 

(ZSA) was born with the aim “to promote the breed 

and maintain its purity” 

History of the  
Zwartbles Sheep Association

“Numbers started to 
increase by the late 
1970s mainly due to the 
interest of hobby wool 
spinners”
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In 1997 the logo was designed and A4 pedigree 

certificates were developed.  The first major shows 

to hold Zwartbles classes were the Royal Welsh, 

Bath and West and Great Yorkshire shows.   All other 

sheep were shown in the AOB classes.  1999 saw the 

instigation of the website www.zwartbles.org , the 

development of the breed standard and the use of 

Category A and Standard. 

The ZSA took a stand at North Sheep 2000 and by 

2001 the association had grown to 107 members.  

More interest, more members and more promotion 

led to discussion about a new computer system and 

the grassroots system was purchased.  In 2004 there 

were four official sales, Exeter (36 sheep), Carlisle 

(160), Builth Wells (92) and Worcester (156). 

2005 saw the ZSA hold its 10th anniversary at the 

AGM.  At this time there were about 6500 sheep in 

the UK and 250 members. The ZSA also employed 

their first secretary and we welcomed new 

members from Southern Ireland. By 2008 the 

membership had increased to 360 and it was 

decided to end the category A and Standard 

categorisation. Regional branches were created to 

allow members to become more involved in their 

own areas. 

In 2011 the first National show was held at the Royal 

Three Counties Show. Three years later it moved to 

the Great Yorkshire Show and then on to the Royal 

Highland Show.  In 2020 the National show was due 

to move to the Bath and West Show but was 

cancelled due to the Covid pandemic.       

2013 saw the development of the role of President.  

Joan Rowlands as our first President, followed by 

Carol Calder in 2017, with Vincent Davies being our 

current president. 

The year 2015 marked the 20th year of the formation 

of the ZSA with a new website and Facebook page 

and in 2020 we celebrated 25 years. The ZSA 

continues to grow in strength as the number of 

sheep continues to grow. The association holds 

official sales at Carlisle, Worcester, Exeter, Northern 

Ireland and Welshpool. Currently there are 690 

members with 15263 live animals registered on the 

database at the end of 2022 and we have welcomed 

77 new members.  

www.zwartbles.org
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4MV  

SCHEME

Members are reminded that changes to the MV Accreditation Scheme came into place on 
1st January 2019.  The changes are to help reduce the risk of MV infection arriving in flocks 
with new stock.

According to SAC a recent review of MV breakdowns 

in accredited animals has shown that one of the big 

risk factors for infection is the purchase and 

addition of accredited animals to accredited flocks. 

Updated rules mean it is now mandatory to test all 

animals added to an accredited flock between six 

and twelve months after arrival. 

SRUC also strongly recommends that added 

accredited animals are tested when they are added 

to the flock.  These tests are designed to address the 

risk of adding accredited, but infected animals. 

Additionally there will now be a requirement for 

scheme members with non MV accredited animals 

on the same holding to perform a cull ewe screen of 

12 non MV accredited animals at the time of the 

flock’s routine periodic blood test. 

When infection is found in the non accredited flock 

or the cull ewe screen is not performed the 

accredited flock will be classified as high risk and 

revert to one-yearly testing. 

Members with MV accredited flocks should also 

note new guidelines regarding the importation of 

animals, semen and embryos. 

 

Imported animals accredited under a non-UK 

scheme must be kept isolated until authorisation is 

given by the PSGHS vet to add them to your MV 

accredited flock. 

All imported animals recognised non UK MV 

accreditation will require testing as per rule 4.1.2 

‘adding MV accredited animals to an MV accredited 

flock’. 

However imported animals that are not accredited 

under a recognised non UK accreditation scheme 

will require testing as per rule 4.1.5 ‘Acquiring non 

MV accredited animals’ 

Meanwhile imported semen/embryos from animals 

accredited under a non UK scheme must not be 

used/implanted in MV accredited animals until 

authorisation is given by the PSGHS vet.   

Semen or embryos from animals that are not 

accredited under a recognised non UK accreditation 

scheme should NOT be used/ implanted in MV 

accredited animals. 

MV Scheme changes are 
now in place

Further information and full rules 

please contact the PSGHS on  

01835 822456

67
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EAR TAGS

All sheep keepers in the UK must register with 
their Government Department. (DEFRA, 
SGRPID, WAG and DARD) and they will be 
given a UK Flock Number, even if they do not 
have a registered farm or smallholding. 

New EID Regulations have been brought in 
from 1st January 2010 and all ear tags must 
comply with Government rules. Two UK tags 
with the same identification number must be 
applied if it is intended that the animal will live 
to 12 months of age or more. These must be 
applied by 9 months of age, or when the 
animal first leaves its holding of birth – 
whichever occurs first. 

Please make sure you comply with the 
relevant Government Rules. 

For official Government purposes the ear tag 
must contain the UK flock number and it must 
contain the animal’s individual number. For 
ZSA purposes the animal should also be 
identified by its individual number, the Year 
Letter and the Member’s ZSA membership 
number.   

(From 2010 individual numbers will start from 
001).  However, if you are using separate tags, 
for the DEFRA information and the ZSA 
information, the ZSA tag can start at 001 each 
year, (this may cause unnecessary 
complications though in terms of record 
keeping as essentially you will have 2 unique 
numbers for each animal, i.e. your individual 
number assigned by Government, plus your 
ZSA individual animal number – however this 
is down to personal choice) 

All registered Zwartbles sheep must be ear tagged with their pedigree number 

as well as the UK Flock Number. From 1st January 2005 they must also have the 

ZSA Member’s number on the tag.  (See Rules) 

The ZSA issues pedigree certificates in 
the following manner:- 0023-001J  

   •   00023 is the breeder’s ZSA 
       membership number;  

   •   001 is the number unique (individual) 
       to that sheep and  

   •   J is the year letter. 

Lambs born  
1st January 2019 to 31st December:

2020 H 
2021 J 
2022 K 
2023 

 
L
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In the event of any sheep losing its tag it must be re-tagged with the original number 
(including the ZSA flock number and year letter) or if replaced with a red replacement 
tag the association MUST be informed that the sheep has been re-tagged and given the 
new tag number. 

The ZSA recommends that the ZSA number and the individual number on the sheep’s 
EID tag

For a list of officially approved tag manufacturers see the Defra website 

www.defra.gov.uk/animalh/id-move/sheep-goats/eartag_makers.htm

On one side of the tag put the ZSA flock 
number with the sheep’s individual 

number followed by the letter. 

On the other side of the tag put 
your UK flock number – UK123456 

with the sheep’s individual number. 

There are lots of different types and 
 tag 

you use is your own personal choice.

On one side of the tag put the sheep’s 
individual number followed by the 
ZSA Year Letter [nothing must 
come in front of the unique 
number. 

On the other side of the tag put 
your UK flock number – 
UK123456 with the individual 
number of each sheep.

or

 

A record of unused tags must be kept.  

Options are:- 
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TOXICITY

Copper is a required mineral for all farm animals but is also potentially poisonous for all. 
Sheep are the most prone to poisoning due to the complicated manner in which it is 
stored and utilised..

Copper levels in the body are influenced by breed, 

age, general health and amounts of other minerals 

in the diet either from concentrates or forage. 

Breeds vary in their ability to absorb dietary copper 

and the continental shortwool sheep are relatively 

susceptible to copper toxicity. Zwartbles fall into 

this category and we must remember that practices 

used for native Cheviots, Welsh or Blackface sheep 

may be dangerous for Zwartbles. 

The poisoning may be sudden (acute) or due to a 

slow build up (chronic). Whichever it is, the clinical 

signs are usually the same and are sudden in onset. 

Acute poisoning may occur following high intakes 

of copper, of more than 20 – 100mg per kg of body 

weight, in feed or by injection. Chronic poisoning 

occurs when the liver’s capacity to store the copper 

is exceeded over a period of time, but the copper is 

still suddenly dumped into the circulation. This 

surfeit is usually due to long term excessive intake, 

such as that from incorrect mineral supplements, 

access to cattle or poultry food, or certain plants in 

the pasture. 

To add to the confusion and complexity a surplus of 

the element molybdenum will reduce available 

copper, whilst a drop in dietary molybdenum will 

cause a rise in available copper possibly to a toxic 

level. 

When the critical level is reached the liver, which 

normally stores the copper in a bound form, 

suddenly releases its stored copper into the blood 

producing a tenfold increase in blood copper. This 

rush is lethal to the red blood cells as well as the 

liver itself. The red blood cells burst; their loss 

produces an inability to carry oxygen around the 

body and their contents block the kidneys causing 

renal failure. Symptoms generally seen relating to 

this are jaundice, anaemia, panting and red-brown 

urine, but in Zwartbles the two former symptoms 

may be very difficult to evaluate and a blood copper 

level may be needed. 

The sheep will appear increasingly weak, wandering 

aimlessly or head-pressing in a corner (symptoms 

common to liver failure). Most individuals will die 

following a short period of recumbency. 

Treatment of copper poisoning is supportive 

therapy, but it is most usually ineffective. However 

injections of ‘binding’ chemicals to strip the copper 

from the blood and intravenous fluids to support 

the circulation are the basis of the treatment. 

Perhaps one of the most worrying aspects is that it 

is often several or many of your flock that have been 

poisoned. 

 

 

Copper Toxicity
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 Prevention of the condition is far more effective than treatment. 
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Avoid

Access to cattle, pig or poultry feeds 

Pasture that has been fertilised with pig or poultry manure or the silage from there 

Mineral supplements or blocks intended for cattle 

Copper sulphate dips left after use 

Over mineralising housed sheep which are often receiving far more copper than they require             

in the concentrate before we even start supplementing.

You CAN and SHOULD

Look at the copper level in feeds used – a normal sheep can cope with as little as 5mg / kg 

(5ppm) but your hay and grain may already have more than this (approx 15 mg / kg or 15ppm), 

Ensure you do not give feeds or supplements intended for other species, 

Test pasture levels of minerals – remember if you test your grass you should have an idea on 

what the hay from there will contain.

Remember that copper  
deficiency is possible also 

producing Swayback in your  
lambs and coat fading in  

adults!
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SCAB

 Sheep Scab is caused by a mite – Psoroptes ovis which causes intense itching, wool loss, 
bleeding wounds, weight loss and represents a significant welfare issue. It is highly 
infectious with just a sin-gle female mite carrying eggs enough to start an infection.  

Sheep carrying scab mites are the most common source of infection, but transport, equipment such as 

scanning trailers, shears, waterproofs, quad bikes can all be a source of an outbreak. 

The UK has nearly eradicated scab – twice. But since sheep scab control was deregulated in 1992, cases 

have exploded with 10,000 cases annually reported.  

Treatment options are dipping with OP dip or injection with a Macrocyclic Lactone (ML) such as Doramectin 

(Dectomax™) or Moxidectin 2% (Cydectin 2%™).  But the first recorded case of ML resistant mites was first 

seen in 2017 and is now widespread.  This has meant a switch back to the use of OP dip and the rise in 

dipping wagons. It should be noted that showers should not be used. Not only are they not licenced or 

effective against scab as they don’t reach the mites living in the ear canal, it is also not advisable to 

aerosolise and then inhale OP dip. 

The main defence against sheep scab is biosecurity – keep scab out. All incoming sheep should be 

quarantined and either tested or treated.  This includes newly purchased sheep from sales, privately or 

sheep that have been away to shows. The sheep scab blood test picks up antibodies if the sheep has been 

exposed to scab mites and will be positive two weeks after exposure. The risk of quarantine treating scab 

with an ML injection is if the sheep are carrying resistant mites it will be ineffective and potentially the 

whole flock will be exposed to resistant mites. For those flocks with showing teams that will be on and off 

the farm all showing season the best course of action is to quarantine the whole show team away from the 

rest of the flock for the whole showing season. Two weeks after the last show, the show team could then 

be blood tested and treated if necessary, before returning to the main flock.   

By Jenny Hull BVetMed MRCVS Advanced practitioner in sheep health and production 

Black Sheep Farm Health, Rothbury, Northumberland 

 

 

 

 

Sheep Scab
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REMEMBER: The main defence against sheep scab is 
biosecurity – keep scab out.  

Zwartbles Yearbook 2024.qxp_Layout 1  16/04/2024  09:05  Page 72



Zwartbles Yearbook 2024.qxp_Layout 1  16/04/2024  09:05  Page 73



2
0

2
4 Wormer Resistance In Sheep 

Jess Odgers MRCVS ~ Quarrydale Zwartbles 

How to avoid developing resistance in 
your flock: 

•  Right product - is the product you are 
   using going to work for the problem you 
   are treating? Do you know what type of 
   worm you are treating? Do you already 
   have worms resistant to one or more 
   classes of drench? Have you done a drench 
   check worm egg count (WEC) to check the 
   product used has worked? 

•  Right amount - Always check the packet 
   for the dose rate and set this to the 
   heaviest animals in the group. Calibrate 
   your dosing guns, number 10 on the dial 
   doesn't mean 10ml will be dispensed! 
   Simply squirt a few doses into a clean 
   syringe or small jug to ensure that the right 
   volume is consistently delivered. Do this 
   every time as the difference in drench 
   viscosities can alter how much is 
   dispensed, for all of my fellow tight 
   Northerners, you can pour this back into 
   the bottle so it isn't wasted! 

•  Right way - check the packet, is it 
   injectable? Under the skin or in the
   muscle? If it's a drench make sure to go 

   over the back of the tongue so it isn’t spat 
   out. Take extra care in lambs, dosing gun 
   injuries can be fatal! 

•  Right animals - Aim to leave 10 - 20% of 
   the group un-treated. Across a group, not 
   all of the lambs or ewes will be struggling 
   with a high worm burden, these ‘good 
   doers’ are visible to your eye being the 
   fittest animals, growing well and not 
   showing signs of scour. Leaving these 
   animals untreated is beneficial, the 
   untreated worms create an ‘in-refugia’ 
   population. This low level burden will 
   outcompete any resistant worms being 
   shed by treated animals and reduce the 
   speed of resistance developing. The same 
   principle can be used at lambing, fit singles 
   and twins are often managing their worm 
   burden well and go on ok without a worm 
   treatment however, triplets, leaner twins 
   or any ill ewes are likely to be shedding 
   more eggs and benefit from a treatment. 

•  Right time - do the sheep need a 
   treatment at this time? Have you done a 
   WEC? Sheep build their own immunity to 
   worms over time, too frequent dosing 

Anthelmintic resistance, or wormer resistance is impacting sheep keepers 

whether you have five ewes or 500. When a worm is ‘resistant’ to a wormer, it 

means that the worm can survive a drench, leaving it alive within the sheep to 

pass eggs onto the pasture.  Resistance to the original three classes of wormer 

(white, yellow, clear) is already widespread across the UK. 
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   stops this from developing and leaves us 
   reliant on wormers. Ideally WEC lambs 
   monthly from six weeks of age or turnout 
   for the early lambers. WEC are especially 
   useful pre-tupping, the ewes may surprise 
   you and are often managing the worms 
   well on their own without the need for any 
   treatments. 

•  Quarantine - ALL new animals, don't make
    someone else’s worm resistance problems 
   your own! All new stock should be housed 
   for at least 48 hours and treated with 
   Purple drench (5SI) or a combination of 
   Orange (4AD) and Clear (3ML) drenches. 
   This should clear out any resistant worms 
   in your purchase and they will be ready to 
   continue further isolation on ‘dirty’ 
   pasture, allowing your own ‘brand’ of 
   worms to be picked up. This out-competes 
   anything resistant potentially left in your 
   new sheep. It is also a good opportunity to 
   nip in the bud any other nasties which can 
   threaten your flock including scab, footrot, 
   CODD, and pink eye.  

As well as allowing gradual exposure to build 
the immunity of your flock, you must 
minimise any underlying issues which put 
the brakes on performance. Maintaining 
target body condition of ewes and ensuring 
balanced nutrition is one of the first things to 
consider, many feed companies will test 
haylage for you and aid in planning a ration 
for pre lambing and lactation which supplies 
enough energy and protein to support the 
ewe and her lambs. Lameness, fluke, trace 
elements and diseases such as MV, Johnes 
and OPA are just a few of the other issues to 
keep in check. 

 

 

 

Altering your grazing patterns is a useful way 
of reducing pasture contamination and 
reducing worm burdens. This can be difficult 
depending on your grazing situation, a 
simple start is to ensure you have a record of 
which stock is where and when. That way 
you will know which fields are likely to have 
higher levels of pasture contamination and 
avoid putting lambs on this ground. Fit adult 
sheep should have a higher level of 
immunity and can be used on dirty pastures 
as ‘mops’, this is because they can graze 
pastures with high worm larvae 
contamination but only shed a low egg level 
themselves, essentially ‘cleaning’ the pasture 
of worm larvae. Forecasts based on weather 
conditions are available for free online to 
allow risk based treatments for Nematodirus 
in lambs. Other options to reduce pasture 
contamination include alternating grazing 
with cattle, using silage aftermaths or cover 
crops.  

 The SCOPS (Sustainable Control of 
Parasites in Sheep) website 

(www.scops.org.uk) has plenty of 
resources on different control 

strategies available and your own Vet 
is able to provide a tailored healthplan 
to aid the management of your flock. 
Funding is available towards this and 
worm resistance testing through the 
Animal Health and Welfare Pathway 

from the RPA.
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4 SELECTING LAMBS FOR SLAUGHTER 

Written by Eleanor Thornton - Coquet Nook Zwartbles ZSA 01445

When determining when your lambs are ready 
for slaughter, your overall aim is to produce 
an lamb that the consumer wants. This is 
ultimately, a clean, dry lamb which is sold at 
the right time to hit the optimal specification 
for weight, conformation and fat class. When 
weighing lambs there are sev-eral factors to 
consider. 

•  Ensure your weighing equipment is 
   calibrated. 

•  Try to weigh your lambs at the same time of 
   day on each weighing day – a full stomach 

   can weigh twice as much as an empty one 
   and can greatly affect the kill out 
   percentage. 

•  Wet fleeces weigh more than dry ones. 

However, liveweight and visual assessment 
are just a guide, and in order to be more 
accurate with your selection, it is important to 
handle each lamb at the key handling points 
shown in figure 1 to ensure their 
conformation (shape) and fat cover meet your 
target market.

My day job involves sourcing and selecting finished lambs and cattle to the 

appropriate weight and fat specification for Dunbia, while aiming to maximise 

financial returns for the farmers.

Figure 1: Key handling points for lamb selection
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Further reading and support on lamb selection is is also available online through  

the levy bodies AHDB and HCC Meat Promotion Wales.

Handling Points - Conformation 

To assess conformation (shape) there are three key areas to focus on 

• The thickness and flesh over the spinous process of the shoulder (A) 

• The fullness of the loin (B) between the spinous and transverse pro-cesses 

• The depth and thickness of the hind leg (C) 

When you are handling, a well conformed lamb will have spinous processes on the shoulder 
that are less prominent to touch with flesh beginning to cre-ate a convex profile and a loin which 
is full and transverse processes difficult to detect. In comparison, a lamb with a poor 
confirmation will have a concave profile over the shoulder where the spinous process is very 
promi-nent and a loin which has little body and transverse processes easy to de-tect. 
Conformation is largely influenced by breed and genetics, but in my experience pure zwartbles 
lambs can comfortably meet the ideal ’R’ grade if not better. 

Handling Points - Fat Cover 

To assess fat class there are three key areas to focus on 

The transverse and spinous processes of the Loin (D) 

The bones in the Dock (E) 

Individual Ribs (F) 

When assessing lambs for fat cover, a lamb with a fat class of 3L will require light to medium 
pressure to detect the bones on the dock, transverse and spinous processes on the loin and 
individual ribs will have a spongey feel. 

Zwartbles are well known for their ability to produce lean, sweet tasting meat. Although 
generally, fat class of a lamb is also largely influenced by the finishing diet and sex. Ewe lambs 
have a tendency to lay fat down easier, followed by castrates, with ram lambs generally handling 
leaner. 

Remember– practice makes perfect! If you are not sure, an experienced friendly farmer 
should be able to help with selection. There are many other variables that can affect the level 
and rate of finish of lambs including grass growth, weather and time of year. 

Further reading and support on lamb selection is is also available online through the levy bodies 
AHDB and HCC Meat Promotion Wales.
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Royal Welsh Show Results

Shearling Ram or older 

1st           G & L Owen 

2nd          Arfon Lloyd 

3rd           D & C Jones 

4th           Miss A Bullen 

 

Ram Lamb 

1st           A Francis 

2nd          Mrs H Jackson 

3rd           D & C Jones 

4th           A Bullen 

 

Aged Ewe 

1st           S Inns 

2nd          G & L Owen 

3rd           C & C Clarke 

4th           Miss A Bullen 

Shearling Ewe 

1st           J & N Millar 

2nd          G & L Owen 

3rd           S Inns 

4th           A Lloyd 

 

Ewe Lamb 

1st           Mrs H Jackson 

2nd          S Inns 

3rd           G & L Owen 

4th           D & C Jones 

 

Group of Three 

1st           G & L Owen 

2nd          Miss A Bullen 

 

 

Champion Male 

A Francis 

 

Reserve Male 

G & L Owen 

 

Champion Female 

J & N Millar 

 

Reserve Champion 

G & L Owen 

 

Breed Champion 

J & N Millar 

 

Reserve Champion 

G & L Owen 

www.zwartbles.org

ROYAL WELSH SHOW

24T H JULY 2023     JUDGE ALLY BAIRD
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Reserve Champion Cernyw KariadChampion Joyfield Khloe K
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RUAS Balmoral Show Results

Shearling Ram or older 

1st           I Donald 
2nd          R Megarrell 
3rd           R Galbraith 
4th           C McCracken 
 
Ram Lambs 

1st           R Megarrell 
2nd          C Cromie 
3rd           I Donald 
4th           C McCracken 
 
Aged Ewes 

1st           R Megarrell 
2nd          C McCracken 
 
 
 
 

Shearling Ewes 

1st           E Anderson 
2nd          S Walker 
3rd           C McCracken 
4th           R Megarrell 
 
Ewe Lambs 

1st           S Walker 
2nd          J Owen 
3rd           C Cromie 
4th           C Cromie 
 
Group 

1st           R Megarrell 
2nd          I Donald 
 
Pair 

1st           I Donald 
2nd          C Cromie 

Champion Male  

I Donald 
 
Reserve Male  

R Megarrell 
 
Champion Female  

R Megarrell 
 
Reserve Female 

E Anderson 
 
Breed Champion 

R Megarrell 
 
Reserve Champion  

E Anderson 

www.zwartbles.org

RUAS BALMORAL SHOW

10T H MAY 2023    JUDGE MRS CAROLINE ANDERSON
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RUAS Balmoral 2023 
Champion from A & R 

Megarrell
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Great Yorkshire Show Results

Aged ram 

1st      Preston &              
          Stevenson 

 

Shearling Ram 

1st      P & S Addison 

2nd     F Haseldine 

3rd     Mrs H Jackson 

4th     Miss H Moffett 

 

Ram Lamb 

1st      P & S Addison 

2nd     F Haseldine 

3rd     Mrs H Jackson 

4th     R Heigh 

 

 

 

 

Aged Ewe 

1st      T & G Blamire 

2nd     S Inns 

3rd     R Heigh 

4th     B Stayt 

 

Shearling Ewe 

1st      J & N Millar 

2nd     P & S Addison 

3rd     S Inns 

4th     S Inns 

 

Ewe Lamb 

1st      R Heigh 

2nd     T & G Blamire 

3rd     S Inns 

4th     R Heigh 

 

Pairs 

1st      F Haseldine 

2nd     P & S Addison 

3rd     B Stayt 

4th     Miss J Yardley 

 

Group of Three 

1st      B Stayt 

2nd     F Haseldine 

3rd     S Hodgson 

4th     A & K Robinson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Champion Male  

B Stayt 

 

Reserve Male 

P & S Addison 

 

Champion Female 

T & G Blamire 

 

Reserve Female 

J & N Millar 

 

Breed Champion 

B Stayt 

 

Reserve Breed 
Champion 

T & G Blamire 

www.zwartbles.org

GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOW

??T H JULY 2023       JUDGE COLIN MILBURN

Reserve Champion Whinnow JellybeanChampion Top Notch King Kong
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Royal Highland Show Results

Aged Rams 

1st       C Rae & S Craig 

 
Shearling Rams 

1st      D Miskelly 
2nd     T & I Goldie 
3rd     N, R & S Henderson 

4th     C Brandi 
 
Ram Lambs 

1st      C Rae 
2nd     D Miskelly 
3rd     A Baird 
4th     N, R & S Henderson 

 
Aged Ewes 

1st      N, R & S Henderson 

2nd     K & W Anderson 

3rd     C Rae 
4th     A Baird 

Shearling Ewes 

1st     A Baird 
2nd     T & G Blamire 
3rd     C, S & I Bissett 
4th     N & J Millar 
 
Ewe Lambs 

1st      A Baird 
2nd     S Craig 
3rd     C Rae 
4th   N & J Millar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Champion Male 

C Rae & S Craig 
 
Reserve Male 

C Rae 
 
Champion Female 

N, R & S Henderson 
 
Reserve Female 

A Baird 
 
Breed Champion 

N, R & S Henderson 
 
Reserve Breed Champion  

A Baird 
 
 

www.zwartbles.org

ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW

23R D JUNE 2023     JUDGE KEVIN ROBINSON

RESERVE CHAMPION Olbre KateBreed Champion Aquila Jitterbug
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It was an honour and an absolute privilege to be 
invited to judge the ZSA National Show in June 
2023.  The ZSA exhibitors were extremely well 
‘looked after’ by the staff and stewards involved in 
running the Three Counties Show.  

A separate marque was provided to house the terrific line-

up of Zwartbles sheep on show.  Selecting a winner from 

the various classes was difficult given the high standard of 

sheep brought out.  For my champion I chose a super two 

crop ewe from the Greystone flock of Ally and Moyra Baird.  

My reserve champion was a terrific shearling ewe from the 

Cernyw flock of Geraint and Lucy Owen.  Both the champion 

and reserve champion were excellent examples of the breed 

and a credit to their owners as indeed were all of the 

Zwartbles sheep on show.  Later that evening most of the 

exhibitors and my wife and I went out to a lovely restaurant 

in Malvern for dinner, where a super time was enjoyed by 

everyone.  The Three Counties Show is an excellent location 

to hold the ZSA National Show.  A few months after arriving 

home I was saddened to learn of the passing of Lucy Owen.  

Lucy was a lovely person, as indeed are the whole Owen 

family.  I have since passed on my condolences to the family.     

 

Cyril Cromie

ZSA National Show 2023  
Three Counties Show, Malvern
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Royal Three Counties Show Results

Aged Rams 

1st    Preston & Stevenson 

2nd  C & C Clark 

 

Shearling Rams 

1st    Addison, Preston & Heigh 

2nd  G & L Owen 

3rd   K Hopkins 

4th     B Stayt 

 

Ram Lambs 

1st      A Baird 

2nd     R Heigh 

3rd     P Addison 

4th     K Hopkins 

 

Aged Ewes 

1st       A Baird 

2nd     G & L Owen 

3rd     S Inns 

4th     K Hopkins 

Shearling Ewes 

1st      G & L Owen 

2nd     J Yardley 

3rd     P & S Addison 

4th     A Baird 

 

Ewe Lambs 

1st      A Baird 

2nd     P & S Addison 

3rd     R Heigh 

4th     G & L Owen 

 

Group 

1st      G & L Owen 

2nd     K Hopkins 

3rd     B Stayt 

4th     Williams 

 

 

 

 

Champion Male 

Preston & Stevenson 

 

Reserve Male 

A Baird  

 

Champion Female 

A Baird 

 

Reserve Female 

G & L Owen 

 

Breed Champion 

A Baird 

 

Reserve Breed Champion 

G & L Owen 

www.zwartbles.org

ROYAL THREE COUNTIES SHOW

16T H JUNE 2023     NATIONAL SHOW     JUDGE CYRIL CROMIE
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Reserve Overall Champion Cernyw KariadOverall Champion Greystone Hella
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The Zwartbles Sheep Association National Show 2023 was held within the Royal Threes 
Counties Show with the sun shining, and temperatures rising well in to the twenties, even 
with an early start shortly after eight thirty in the morning, with judge Cyril Cromie of the 
Fort Flock, Northern Ireland presiding over affairs.

The first class, Senior Ram, had just two forward to 

kick things off, with the red ticket going to Greenhill 

Hagred, a three shear Woodston Pedrog  ram form 

Martin Preston and Alison Stevenson. 

Swiftly following on behind with six forward was the 

Shearling Rams, this was a two-way battle for top 

spot with two very closely matched animals, 

Hayberries Kane, and Norton King of the Road, with 

the son of Smiddy Hill Graffiti, King of the Road 

brought forward by Raymond Heigh, Peter and 

Susan Addison and Martin Preston, pipping Kane 

shown by Geraint and Lucie Owen. 

Ram lambs followed with 15 forward, this time the 

red ticket went a little further North to the 

Greystone Flock of Messrs McLaren & Baird all the 

way down from Dunblane, with Greystone Laird a 

January born son of Greystone Hero, leading the 

field from Raymond Heigh and Brookdene  Lorenzo. 

On now to the females as the heat rose inside and 

around the ring, the red ticket for the Senior Ewe 

again going to Dunblane with a Pistyll Fire Cracker 

daughter, Greystone Hella snatching the red from 

under the nose of the Owens once again with 

Cernyw Jet-Star with 12 being forward. 

The shearling Ewe class, as expected was the largest 

class of the morning with 22 filling the ring, and a 

good selection of types there was for all to see. After 

a long and hot selection process, Geraint and Lucie 

Owen got their just reward taking the red ticket with 

Cernyw Kariad, a Cernyw Herciwlis daughter ahead 

of Martin Yardley taking a hard earned second with 

Jessley Knockout, a Speyside Fergie daughter. 

Moving on to the Ewe Lamb class, and again a busy 

ring with 16 out, and the red ticket again bound over 

the Northern border with Ally Baird and Greystone 

Laurel, a Greystone Hero daughter. Second was 

Susan and Peter Addison’s Beech Hay Chancellor 

daughter, Hayberries Lorelei. 

On then to the Group of 3 Class, and a well-deserved 

win for the Owen group, followed home by the Hope 

View trio of Kathryn Hopkins, Ben Stayt’s Statesman 

three, and new breeder and first-time exhibitor, 

Sam Williams. 

On then to the Championship awards, and it was 

the Senior Ram, Greenhill Hagred who took the 

Male Champion card, followed by Greystone Laird. 

The Female Champion again came from the senior 

class, with Greystone Hella leading the Shearling 

Ewe, Cernyw Kariad, these two then stepped even 

higher up the pedestal to take Champion and 

reserve  honours from a fantastic show of sheep 

from top to bottom placed in front of Mr Cromie.

Royal Threes Counties – 
ZSA National Show 
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Royal Bath and West Show Results

Aged Ram 

1st           C & C Clark 

 

Shearling Ram 

1st           C & C Clark 

 

Ram Lamb 

1st           J Case 

2nd          C & C Clark 

 

Aged Ewe 

1st           C & C Clark 

Shearling Ewe 

1st           J Case 

2nd          J Case 

3rd           C & C Clark 

4th           C & C Clark 

 

Ewe Lamb 

1st           J Case 

2nd          C & C Clark 

3rd           J Case 

 

 

Pair of sheep 

1st           C & C Clark 

 

Group of Three 

1st           C & C Clark 

 

Champion 

J Case 

 

Reserve Champion 

J Case 

 

www.zwartbles.org

ROYAL BATH & WEST SHOW

??? JUNE 2023      JUDGE JUDGE COLIN RAE

92

Champion & Reserve from John Case
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ROYAL CORNWALL SHOW

8T H JUNE 2023     JUDGE VINCENT DAVIES

93

Aged Rams 

1st           S Hooper 
2nd          Mr & Mrs G Browne 
3rd           M Northmore 
 
Shearling Rams 

1st           J Kestell 
2nd          M Northmore 
3rd           Miss S Pennington 
4th           S Hooper 
 
Ram Lambs 

1st           J Kestell 
2nd          J Kestell 
3rd           Miss S Pennington 
4th           Mr & Mrs G Browne 
 
Aged Ewes 

1st           M Northmore 
2nd          S Hooper 
3rd           J Kestell 
4th           S Hooper 
 
Shearling Ewes 

1st           J Kestell 
2nd          J Kestell 
3rd           Mr & Mrs G Browne 
4th           Miss S Pennington 
 
Ewe Lambs 

1st           J Kestell 
2nd          C Dawe 
3rd           J Kestell 
4th           Miss S Pennington 
 
Group 

1st           J Kestell 
2nd          M Northmore 
3rd           Mr & Mrs G Browne 

Champion Male 

J Kestell 
 
Reserve Male 

J Kestell 
 
Champion Female  

J Kestell 
 
Reserve Female 

J Kestell 
 
Breed Champion 

J Kestell 
 
Reserve Breed Champion 

J Kestell 
 

Champion Selside King Kong

Royal Cornwall Show Results
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2
4CONTROLLED 

BREEDING 

I have split this into simple sections :  Why ? How ? 

Why Bother ?  

Lots of people will tell you that they just pick a date 

and turn the tup in amongst the ewes and they get 

great results ! 

The main reason for manipulating the breeding 

season and ultimately the lambing date is one of 

efficiency. By controlling the lambing time we can 

get the maximum number of ewes to lamb in the 

minimum time. This results in less labour to watch 

them lamb or lambing to coincide with work / 

school holidays etc, more efficient feeding of the 

ewes pre-lambing and post lambing . It gives a more 

compact even group of lambs that can be handled 

as a single group, resulting in less waste of 

veterinary medicines , creep feed and ultimately a 

group that if destined for the sale ring are more 

even in size resulting in better prices. Those 

destined for the prime lamb sales can go in a larger 

batch resulting in fewer trips to market. 

How ? 

In its simplest form , controlled breeding can be 

achieved through flushing of the ewes pre-tupping. 

This involves restricting the nutrition of the ewes for 

about a month and then introducing them on to a 

rich sward for a couple of weeks before introducing 

the tups. The increased nutrition encourages the 

ewes to cycle and also to produce a larger crop of 

lambs. 

Teaser tups or vasectomised males can be used to 

further tighten the lambing period. The teasers are 

introduced around a fortnight prior to the tups, the 

presence and “attention” of the males encourages 

the ewes to start to cycle. When the tups are put in 

the bulk of the flock should be ready to mate in the 

first week . 

Regulin implants are occasionally advocated for 

bringing forward the breeding season in sheep. 

These are melatonin devices that mimic the 

decreasing daylength responsible for inducing the 

breeding season in sheep. With the lambing date 

now at 1st January, there is little need for these in 

the Zwartbles breed. 

Medical synchronisation of the ewe revolves around 

the use of synthetic progesterones generally in 

combination with PMSG. 

Chronogest Sponges - The original form of 

synchronisation and still the most commonly used. 

Small sponges coated in progestagen are inserted 

intra-vaginally for 12 days and then removed. 

Generally an injection of PMSG is given at this time 

to increase ovulation rate and litter size (less of an 

issue in Zwartbles than other breeds !). 

The rams are introduced 36 hours later at a rate of 

one ram to 5-8 ewes . 

For fixed time AI , insemination is usually around 54 

hours later . 

Controlled Breeding in Sheep

94

Zwartbles Yearbook 2024.qxp_Layout 1  16/04/2024  09:06  Page 94



www.zwartbles.org

CIDR Ovis - Cidrs have been available in 

the UK for sheep for the last three years . 

They have a similar mode of action to 

sponges, just a different design, being small 

Y-shaped devices coated with progesterone. 

Many people prefer them as they are smaller 

and easier to insert than sponges, 

particularly in gimmers which tend to be less 

roomy . 

Prostaglandin Injections - The use of 

prostaglandin injections given 7-9 days 

apart has been used to synchronise ewes, 

but as the product is generally a vet only 

administered injection it is a protocol rather 

used outwith experimental farms. 

 

 

 

 

 

95

Important Points  
 

Ewes for synchronisation should have been 

weaned at least 3-4 weeks  

Ewes should be aimed to have a body 

condition score of 3-3.5 at mating 

Order your sponges and PMSG well in 

advance, in certain years there have been 

delays or shortages of both products  

Cleanliness and gently insertion of the devices 

are important  

Have a pre-breeding check carried out on your 

ram prior to inserting sponges - NO RAM = NO 

LAMBS 

If using AI with CIDRs, check with your 

provider as there is a difference in the timing 

of insemination compared with sponges. 

Approximate conception rates of 70% can be 

achieved.
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PREPARATION
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There is a range of differences between exhibitors in how they organise their 
showing year, select their potential show team and then feed and begin 
their show preparations. 

In this brief introduction to getting ready for 

showing, some ideas on how to achieve a well 

presented show animal are given. This is certainly 

not the only course to take and many exhibitors will 

have their own special ways to get their animals 

prepared. Our only advice to the new exhibitor is to 

talk to as many other exhibitors as possible and pick 

their brains on how to go about show preparation.  

You will find exhibitors will probably give you 

slightly different advice on what to do, but by using 

this information you will eventually end up with the 

ideal way for yourself and gain that satisfaction of 

presenting your animal in front of a judge in as good 

show condition as possible. 

One question often comes up and that is when 

should the showing year start? Again this depends 

very much on an individual. Many exhibitors will say 

that this will start as early as possible and begins 

with watching your lambs as they play to first of all 

make sure they are correct in their markings and 

then look for those that ‘show themselves off’. This 

will give you the basis of which animals may 

potentially end up in your show team together with 

those adults that have show potential. 

You now need to consider your feeding regime.   

Most show animals need to be presented in show 

condition, but not too fat.  This will depend on two 

main things. 

1.    Giving the correct amount of hard feed to 

        help improve the animals condition. 

2.   Knowing your own animals, enabling you to 

        give the correct amount of hard feed – Some 

        animals need more feed to achieve the same 

        end result. 

All zwartbles sheep being shown, must be sheared 

between 1 January and 1 May in the year they are 

to be shown, see ZSA Rule 7. Remember after 

shearing the fleece is very short and begins to 

regrow quite slowly at first. If you are planning on 

showing animals at shows early in the season you 

need to take this into account when considering 

when to shear.  A later shorn sheep will look very 

bare compared to an animal shorn earlier. The other 

consideration is the time of year as the animals may 

need to be housed after shearing and possibly 

covered with a rug for a while in order to acclimatise 

to the change in temperature. 

In a show environment you will need to be able to 

lead your sheep – to initially get to the show ring 

and then to move to the required position 

requested by the judge. Initially any sheep on the 

end of a halter will not lead naturally.  If you try to 

apply any pressure on the halter the sheep 

responds by pulling back as it feels the pressure of 

the halter on its head. Once the sheep begins to 

move initially it will often leap into the air and can 

Some Tips On Show Preparation

Zwartbles Yearbook 2024.qxp_Layout 1  16/04/2024  09:06  Page 96



on occasions throw itself down.  Release the 

pressure and the animal will settle again ready to 

start round 2. This behaviour is only temporary until 

the sheep is used to the halter.  Then it is possible 

to learn it to lead and once learned is not forgotten. 

You have now reached the stage of a well behaved 

sheep in good condition and with a reasonable 

length of fleece ready for trimming.  It is possible to 

trim your sheep on a halter tied to something 

secure but your sheep’s natural reaction is to twist 

away so it is good advice to invest in a headstock 

which prevents this. Also a dressing/trimming stand 

makes the job of dressing easier as it raises the 

sheep up to a good working height. This 

incorporates a headstock so that the sheep is held 

safely and securely. 

The first job to perform on your sheep is to wash 

your sheep thoroughly with a livestock shampoo 

making sure it is rinsed clean afterwards and then 

allowed to dry thoroughly, preferably outside as this 

makes the drying process much quicker. The main 

equipment needed to dress your sheep is a set of 

sharp offset shears, a carding comb and preferably 

some fleecefix to help to condition the fleece.  

Now on to trimming your sheep. First of all dampen 

the fleece with a fine spray before starting to card 

the fleece.  The carding comb is used to make the 

fleece stand up.  If you let the comb go in too deep 

you will find it almost impossible to pull the comb 

through the fleece without lifting up the sheep.  The 

knack is to let the comb go into the fleece just 

enough to pull the top section up into a ‘frizz’. With 

practice you will learn how to insert the comb to 

provide a consistent standing frizz all over the 

animal. 

The hand shears should be used to trim the raised 

fleece by laying the flat of the blade on the fleece 

with a very small amount of downward pressure 

and operating the shears as they are moved along 

the animal. The shears will have the effect of 

flattening the base of the fleece whilst removing the 

carded up fleece. The result will be the removal of 

the brown sun bleached part of the fleece leaving 

the true black colour.  This process may need to be 

repeated to remove all of the brown wool. It is 

better to trim little and often for good results as 

trimming too deep can leave ‘holes’ in the fleece. 

One suggested order of trimming is to start on the 

back of the animal and get it nice and level.  Then 

work down each side giving the animal a neat shape 

overall. When the trimming is completed to your 

satisfaction a final spray with fleecefix is useful, 

followed by patting the fleece down with a wooden 

patter.  It is useful to rug your sheep after trimming 

as it will keep the animal clean before showing. 

 

www.zwartbles.org
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SEARCH

98

Wordsearch for our Junior members aged up to and including 16, send your 
completed entries to the office for the chance of winning some Zwartbles 
goodies. 

Words can be found in any direction (including diagonals) and can overlap each other. 
Use the word bank below.
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This notice supersedes all previous notices of costs and overrides ANY printed  
material which you may have in your possession.

Paper Registrations: Females 
(Each)

Fee increase 
after six months 

old (Each)
Males 
(Each)

Fee increase 
after six months 

old (Each)

£6.00 £16.00 £25.00 £30.00

£7.00 £17.00 £26.00 £31.00

Online Registrations: Females 
(Each)

Fee increase 
after six months 

old (Each)

Males 
(Each)

Fee increase 
after six months 

old (Each)

£5.00 £16.00 £25.00 £30.00

£7.00 £17.00 £26.00 £31.00

Imported sheep: Ewes & Rams £20.00 each 

Transfer Fee £7.00 each (payable by purchaser) 

 £2.00 each 

First Year Membership fee Full Junior Associate 

(includes £10 joining fee  
& £10 Flock Name Registration) £65.00 £42.50 £20.00 

 Annual Membership fee  Full Junior Associate 

If paid by cheque £45.00 £22.50 £20.00 

If paid by standing order £40.00 £22.50 £20.00   

These fees are subject to Annual Review.
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Country Sheep Nuts
Pedigree Sheep Mix

Country Sheep Nuts
Higher energy content to maintain  

 condition and support   
 pregnancy & lactation

For sheep of all ages - easily fed from  
 the ground – less waste

Badminton Country Feeds   Tel:  01425 658450  www.badmintoncountryfeeds.co.uk
Ireland contact Judy Maxwell: +44 (0) 7885 065 531

Pedigree Sheep Mix
Highly palatable premium mix
Special mineral formulation to help prevent  

 urinary calculi and copper toxicity in housed  
 rams

ZWARTBLES
SALES 2024

T: 01228 406230/406200  

E: info@borderway.com

Borderway Mart

Carlisle CA1 2RS

For up to date information visit our website
harrisonandhetherington.co.uk

FRIDAY 2nd AUGUST
Premier Society Sale of Rams & Females

FRIDAY 13th NOVEMBER
Premier Society Sale of In Lamb Females

East Middle Jezki – 
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highest price Aug 23 3000gns
Speccott Lily – 

highest price at inlamb sale Nov 23 2800gns
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highest price at inlamb sale Nov 23 2800gns
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